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The PRESIDENT (Hon. Clive Griffiths) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: EIGHTH DAY

Mlotion
Debate resumed from 13 September.
HON. P. H. LOCKYER (Lower North) [2.35

p.m.]: I take the opportunity during the Address-
in-Reply debate to formally congratulate the
Ministers who have been appointed to the new
Burke Government-Mr Dans, Mr Berinson, and
Mr Dowding-and to congratulate you, Mr Presi-
dent, on your re-election to the high office of
President of this Legislative Council.

This afternoon I will deal mainly with the
question of justices of the peace. For some time I
have been bringing to the attention of the House
the anomaly that exists in the slow erosion of the
powers of justices of the peace. One of the more
serious erosions is the power that has been re-
moved from justices to witness applications for
passports. I have already spoken during an ad-
journment debate on the subject, and I have di-
rected a question to the Attorney General. I am
pleased that the Attorney agrees with me, and has
expressed some concern. However, the matter
should go further than that.

The House has been advised of the ludicrous
situation of an officer in the armed services re-
serve who was unable to sign a form, and that
points out clearly that anomalies exist in relation
to justices of the peace. It is my view that the
Government has a duty to press the matter
further and much more strongly. Indeed, the
State Attorney General has a duty to go to the
Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the
Premier of the State needs to take cognisance of
this anomaly. It is particularly galling for people
in isolated areas and in the suburbs of the city to
find that they are unable to use the normal office
of a justice of the peace to have these forms
signed.

People now have to use such witnesses as mem-
bers of Parliament in their electorate offices, if
they can Find the members in their offices at the
time they need them. Mast members of Parlia-
ment are busy people who do not spend much
time in their offices. Other people, such as school-
teachers with ive years' service and above, are
not necessarily freely available, as they should be.

I believe it is worthwhile reading a letter
written to The Australian by a Mr John J. Noble
from Geneva, as follows-

DEAR Mr Hayden.
I would like to share with you the thrill of

national pride I experienced recently when I
found that Australia leads the world in the
bureaucratic complexity of our passport re-
newal procedures.

I have American, British, Swiss and
French citizens in my family and I was
always rather ashamed that all I had to do to
renew my passport was drop around to the
vice-consul with my old passport and a
couple of reasonable photographic likenesses,
and have a nice cup of tea and a chat while
the new one was prepared. Now 1 can hold
my head high!

Among the nice touches that I want to
congratulate you and your staff on are the
following:

The birth certificate: I found out that
the venerable document, in my pos-
session nigh on 40 years, which has hith-
erto satisfied any number of govern-
ments, including my own and some par-
ticularly nasty totalitarian ones, is not in
fact a birth certificate, but only an
-extract"s!

The principal Registrar of Adelaide is
richer by S7 as a result. A new way of in-
creasing the revenues of the States!

Photographs must be less than six months
old: at my age, there isn't much left for time
to ravage, but I am sorry that you have re-
moved a small opportunity for self-flattery.
However, minister, I submit that you have
left a dangerous loophole open. How do your
people know that the photos are less than six
months old? You must insist in future on a
notarised affidavit from the photographer to
this effect.

Incidentally, the painful process of having
new photos taken was made worse by the
photographer asking me to smile. Do you
smile at the type of person who wants to see
your passport?

The "Certificate Regarding Applicant":
Australian justices of the High Court, or for
that matter prothonotaries, are distressingly
rare in this part of the world and this is civi-
lisation! What do poor chaps like me do in
more bucolic spots?

Finally, it would be unfair not to mention
the interview with the consul which all appli-
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cants will undergo after July 1, 1984 (is dhe
sinister connotation of the year purely coinci-
dental?). Here, minister, I need your guid-
ance.

What dress will be appropriate for the
interview? Is morning-dress with topper
going too Car? And my accent? Should I
work up my now-rusty broad strine, or will
my nondescript mid-Atlantic be acceptable?

I am sure by now, minister, you recognise
your error in giving the job of devising new
regulations to the Stewart Commission.
Typical committee job. You wanted a horse,
got a camel. In any case, I am nominating
you, sir for the 1983 Noble Prize for Admin-
istrative Overkill.

JOHN J. NOBLE
Geneva, Switzerland

This should not be a party political problem but
one that should be addressed on an all-party basis.
In reply to a question I asked of the Attorney
General, he indicated that justices of the peace
were selected from suitable people of long stand-
ing in the community. The point I make is that
justices of the peace should be added to the list of
those people who are eligible to sign a passport
application form.

I come now to the appointment of members of
Parliament as justices of the peace. My view i s
that members of Parliament should not be ap-
pointed, because I believe people who make the
law should not be in a position which enables
them to sit in judgment on it. On Wednesday, 17
August I asked the Attorney General how many
members of Parliament had applied to become
justices of the peace and he replied that at that
time the number totalled 52. 1 understand that
since then other members also have applied to be
appointed as commissioners of declarations. I
make it clear that those members who have
sought to be appointed as justices of the peace are
divided equally between Opposition and Govern-
ment parties. As I said earlier, I believe the prin-
ciple is wrong.

I have with me a form titled, "Application for
the Appointment of Justices of the Peace", a form
a member of Parliament would use to recommend
the appointment of a constituent or some person
that he thought deserved to be appointed as a
justice of the peace. The form asks for various i n-
formation to be supplied, such as personal details,
employment record, an indication of criminal con-
victions, current membership of clubs and associ-
ations, referees, and reasons for seeking the ap-
pointment. The following is found at the bottom
of the form-
(581

I certify that in the event of my appoint-
ment I would be willing to carry out the
duties as listed on the reverse side of this
form.

The duties of a justice of the peace are listed quite
clearly on the back. They are as follows-

I . To be available at any time-
(a) to assist in the preservation of the

peace;
(b) to assist the police to facilitate the

arrangement of bail for persons
under arrest; to receive complaints;
and to issue Search Warrants, Ar-
rest Warrants and Summonses.

2. To be available to take Affidavits and
Statutory Declarations and witness
signatures on other documents as may
be required from time to time.

3. To be prepared to accept judicial
responsibilities.

4. To undertake such formal training
courses as are available.

5. To be available where practicable to
participate in Court proceedings.

This is similar to the definitions supplied by the
Royal Association of Justices. In reply to a
question I asked of the Attorney General, he also
indicated that these were the duties of a justice of
the peace.

I bring it to the attention of members that it
seems that members of Parliament are not to
undertake the normal training for persons ap-
pointed as justices of the peace. If a person is ap-
pointed who lives in the bush he is expected to
undertake a correspondence course; if he lives in a
suburban area he is expected to attend lectures
and seminars. It seems that members of Parlia-
ment will not undertake these tasks.

I agree with the Attorney's suggestion that
members of Parliament should not sit on the
bench. It would be unwise for a member of Parlia-
ment to do so. The opportunity would exist for
him to come down heavily on a constituent
brought before him, especially if he wanted to
make sure that, by giving him a couple of weeks
in gaol, the constituent would not be able to vote
against him. The Attorney's suggestion was, of
course, light-hearted, but he made a good point.

Hon. Peter Dowding: He might find him not
guilty and so earn another vote.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: I might expect that
from the Minister, but it is a very important point
just the same.

In the time of the previous Government I
always made it my business to attend the scm-
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mnars for justices held by the Crown Law Depart-
ment.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Your Attorney General
must have told you about them. He declined to
tell me, which says something of his part~iality.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: I would be disap-
pointed if that were the case. If it is, it would have
been wrong of him. Mr Christie invited me the
last time.

Hon. Peter Dowding: You will find our blokes a
lot fairer.

H-on. P. G. Pendal: The public servants don't
think so.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. John
Williams): Order!

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: I am being remark-
ably tolerant with my good friend on the front
bench, and I will continue to be so because of his
office.

Some 12 months ago the previous Attorney
General addressed a seminar held in Carnarvor,
for justices of the peace, and I will quote part of a
Press report of what he had to say-

Just ices of the Peace needed to be aware of
their responsibilities when issuing search
warrants, the Attorney General, Mr.
Medcalf said today.

"it is important that Justices should know
what is involved because of the serious nature
of the issues raised.

"To authorise a police officer to enter
someone's home or business premises means
intruding on a person's privacy.

"The rights of an individual and his liberty
are thereby affected.

"The old saying that an Englishman's
home is his castle should still have some rel-
evance in Australia today."

Mr Medcalf, who was opening a training
seminar for justices of the Peace at
Geraldton, said a recent case had highlighted
the need for Justices to exercise care when
issuing search warrants.

A Justice who issued a defective search
warrant was sued for damages on the ground
that it was null and void.

The Justice did not consider it his function
to weigh up the facts to determine if they
were su fficient to justify the warrant.

I particularly draw members' attention to this
part-

He thought his function was administrat-
ive rather than judicial.

The Justice had acted in good faith and his
misapprehension was quite understandable.

However, the search warrant was quashed
and, although the claim for damages was dis-
missed, the Justice was ordered to pay his
own and the plaintifrs costs.

Warrants issued under the Police Act were
confined to a search for suspected stolen
goods or for searching suspected common
gaming houses.

Police officers could be directed to search
for or seize anything suspected to have been
used, or intended for use, in committing an
offence, also anything which would provide
evidence that an offence had been commit-
ted.

The object of the search must then be
taken before a Justice to be dealt with by
law.

Mr Medcalf said that when deciding to
issue a warrant the Justice should ensure that
a sworn complaint had been made, preferably
in writing.

In my view, the next point is the most important
one. The article continues-

The Justice must be satisfied that the issue
of a warrant was justified.

He had to act independently by exercising
his own judgment on the sworn evidence be-
fore him and not automatically accepting the
claims made.

He should require the complainant to pro-
vide the facts in detail.

These details should be provided in the
complaint itself, but they could be set out in
a separate sworn statement or be related
orally on oath.

Mr Medcalf said a Justice must be satisfied there
were reasonable grounds for suspecting that:-

An offence had been committed in relation to
the item sought;
the item would provide evidence that an of-
fence had been committed; or

the item was intended to be used for commit-
ting an offence.

There must also be reasonable grounds for
suspecting that the item sought was actually
in the place being searched.

Mr Medcalf said it was not sufficient for
the Justice to act solely on someone's say-so
that the grounds for the warrant existed.

"A warrant must clearly state the reasons
for its issue.
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"The particular offence, the item Sought.
and the place to be searched must all be
specified in both the complaint and the war-
rant.'

Mr Medcalf said standard forms were used
by police applicants for search warrants.

"When these standard forms are used,' the
Justice should ensure they arc filled in prop-
erly so he can decide what action to ta ke."

Mr Medcalf said that if Justices followed
these simple rules there would be little risk of
running into difficulties. Otherwise the
search warrants could be questioned in the
Courts and they could find themselves per-
sonally involved.

My point is made by the following reference-
The former restrictions against the ap-

pointment of members of Parliament as
justices of the peace was lifted because it was
considered that members of Parliament were
suitable persons for such appointment. They
have a standing in the community which is
appropriate for a justice of the peace. The lo-
cation of their electoral offices makes them
available to provide a service to members of
the public. The standing of members is indi-
cated by their election to this place and is
sufficient to justify the confidence placed in
them.

I would not expect members of Parliament
to serve on the bench-certainly not in the
normal course of events. There would be no
requirement for them to do so as there are
already adequate justices in all areas served
by honiourable members. My advice, f .or what
it is worth, is that it would be preferable for
members of Parliament to refrain from serv-
ing in that capacity.

I agree with that answer of the Attorney General,
except that if justices are to act in that capacity
and sit on the bench they will need to be trained.
The quote I gave about the justice of the peace
who found himself in all good faith to have signed
a search warrant incorrectly, illustrates thi's poi .nt.
I am disappointed that the Government has seen
Fit to make available the opportunity for all mem-
bers of Parliament to become justices of the peace
because I believe the standing of justices of the
peace in the community will be brought down be-
cause of it.

Hon. Peter Dowding: That is not very flatter-
ing.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: In fact, I think, too
humble!

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: l am sorry if it offends
members on either side of the House. At some
stage of the game all members would have been
approached by a person asking to become a
justice of the peace. That would be a prime reason
for my not appointing that person because people
who are to sit in judgment on their fellow beings
must fulfil certain requirements. It has never been
an area that I felt comfortable about assessing.
Prior to coming into this place I served as a
justice of the peace. I did not take lightly to
handing out a conviction, a fine, or imposing a
sentence on a person. People who carry out this
duty should have some qualifications in regard to
their temperament and ability to hold the scales
of justice at equal poise. Appointments to the
benches of the State Supreme Court, Magistrate's
Courts, and the High Court are carefully vetted
by the appropriate authorities.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Were you a JP?
Hon. P. H-. LOCKYER: Yes.
Hon. Peter Dowding: Did you abandon that?
Hon. Tom Stephens: Ex officio?

Hon. Peter Dowding: Did you abandon that
when you became a member of Parliament?

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: No, as soon as I stood
as a candidate to become a member of Parliament
I wrote to the Attorney General.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Because you thought you
would demean the office by becoming a member?

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: No. I did it because I
was confident of being elected a member of Par-
liament and I did not believe-and I still do not
believe-that members of Parliament should sit
on the bench. I feel quite strongly about it, actu-
ally.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Were you just an ex
officio JP as shire president, or a JP' in your own
right?

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: I understand I was a
JP, but when I resigned as shire president the
magistrate at the time said to me that I was to
continue as a justice of the peace; he was very
happy to make me a fellow justice of the peace.
At the time I declined, for the reasons I have just
given. I am satisfied with the Attorney General's
advice. It seems to me that members of Parlia-
ment will not sit on the bench and hand down
judgments; they will only sign forms. I see no
reason for that other than in perhaps offsetting
the electoral legislation which presently requires
people wanting to get on the electoral roll to have
their signatures witnessed by a justice of the
peace. Only in my wildest dreams could I believe
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that possibility will be of any assistance to mem-
bers of Parliament in that area.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: It is the sensible thing to
do. really, isn't it?

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: Mr McKenzie, I have
never personally agreed with that paint.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Did you put the bar to
it?

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: I have never agreed
with it. In fact, on reflection, I would not be sur-
prised if many of my colleagues do not agree with
it either.

Hon. Peter Dowding: They don't have to be-
come JP's, do they?

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: I am talking about
justices of the peace witnessing electoral enrol-
ment cards. I am also saying in this Parliament
that I have never agreed with it.

Hon. Robert Hetherington: I don't either.
Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: I cast no reflection on

Mr Hetherington because I have always found
him to be a man of great honour and a gentleman
whom I describe to be a friend both inside and
outside this House.

In conclusion on this point I want to quote from
an article in The West Australian on 18 July
1983, which was written by Beryl Tonkin who
lives in Armadale. The article states-

I note with concern that members of State
Parliament are becoming justices of the
peace.

I believe that it has always been an ac-
cepted principle that the executive govern-
ment and the judiciary must not only be in-
dependent of each other but must be seen to
be so.

Even though all political parties tend to
appoint people of their own political views to
the bench, the appointees usually relinquish
their political positions before such appoint-
ments.

The current concept of appoi nting serving
MPs is put forward on the basis that it en-
ables them to witness documents and so on.
However, I suspect the reason is much more
sinister.

If document-witnessing were the main
reason, why not simply amend any existing
legislation to enable MPs to witness any
documents that a justice of the peace can
now witness, even though there are dangers
in this also.

Justices of the peace are in the main
honourable, unbiased men and women who

exercise a voluntary and valuable judicial
function in our courts, particularly in country
areas.

I see a real danger in our lawmakers being
able to sit in judgment in a judicial role in
the courts.

Additionally, as an election approaches, it
would not be beyond the bounds of possibility
that a sitting MP would use his judicial pos-
ition to enhance his chances of re-election by
favourable treatment of members of his elec-
torate appearing before him in the courts.

The Justices' Association must be con-
cerned over this new idea, which can serve
only to lower the standing of its members in
the eyes of the community.

They are not my words, but obviously some mem-
bers of the public are concerned.

The role of justices of the peace in the country
is an important one, and it is easy to level criti-
cism at them in relation to sentences imposed and
the job they do. It would be wrong of me not to
say that at times errors of judgment are made by
justices of the peace in the bush; but errors are
made in all walks of life and jobs and in many de-
cisions we all make. That situation can only be
improved by giving justices better opportunities to
be more aware of their job, to educate them about
the job and to asssist them where at all possible.

I draw the attention of the House to a question
I asked on 25 August. I asked the Attorney
whether he intended to introduce legislation to
limit the powers of justices of the peace. His
answer was that the role of justices of the peace
was currently under review. I do not want to fore-
shadow any findings on this subject, but I would
ask the Attorney to take into consideration that
while some problems exist in the system and some
incorrect decisions are made, justices of the peace
by and large do a very good job, sometimes in
very difficult situations. Sometimes they apply
their local knowledge about certain subjects when
handing out findings in the courts. which knowl-
edge would be difficult for any other person to
apply, such as a magistrate briefly visiting the
town.

In my view we should be encouraging justices
through training to look at alternative methods of
sentencing, and to use only as a last resort the ig-
nominy of placing a person behind bars. It is gen-
erally agreed that only on some occasions does
sending a person to gaol do any good whatever.

Hon. Peter Dowding: I am not certain justices
follow that precept.
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Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: That is a question that
may arise.

Hon. Peter Dowding: I think it is one of the
real concerns.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: Of course it is.
Hon. Peter Dowding: You know the sort of

areas we are talking about.
Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: Yes. 1 am well aware

that the Aboriginal problem in courts is one to
which we need to address ourselves, perhaps on a
very different basis. In some cases, a person goes
before a justice of the peace, is found guilty, and
the presiding officer hands up the record
cards-and some of them are quite thick-which
outline the person's gaol record, and which may
be long and dreadful. In my view no benefit is
served in continuing to put that person in the
cells; it does no good. I do not know the answer; if
I did I would not be in this place.

We should try to pass on to justices of the
peace the benefits derived by people who are bet-
ter equipped-whether social workers or trained
legal people-and who know the problem beyond
the Courts. It is important to consider that when
we are looking to the future. The possibility exists
that if the powers of justices of the peace are
reduced, people may not be so keen to take on
that job. It is an onerous task now and some
people do not enjoy sitting on the bench. Of
course some people think that as justices of the
peace they are the senior Supreme Court or High
Court judges in Australia. I have had the benefit
of seeing some people like that on occasions, but
similar people can be found in every walk of life.
That is what we have to get out of a football team
at times,

I hope I have been constructive in my remarks
because apart from my concern about the ap-
pointment of members of Parliament as
justices-and only the future will prove me right
or wrong in that matter-the system of justices
basically is a good one. The question of appoint-
ment of members of Parliament may not be very
serious in some people's minds. The justices
system may need reorganisation, and perhaps
more seminars should be held to assist them.

I turn now to some topics affecting my elector-
ate. I was pleased with the announcement two
weeks ago by the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife, (Mr Evans) that the issuing of fishing Ii-
cences is to be stopped. or a moratorium held,
until further investigations are carried out into
the industry. The fishing industry in Western
Australia is at the crossroads, and unless steps are
taken to rationalise some areas, they may become

uneconomic to operate. I speak in particular of
the snapper fishing industry in my electorate.

It has concerned me for some time that with
the close of the rock lobster fishing season in the
Geraldton-Dongara-Abrol hos areas, a large
number of boats-perhaps 30 -go immediately to
Shark Bay and Carnarvon waters to use the
dreaded instrument called the snapper trap. I
have drawn the attention of members to this
instrument before.

The Minister should consider the possibility of
a total ban on rock lobster fishermen entering the
fishing industry-i mean by that scaled fish-at
the close of their own season, in the same way
that snapper fishermen are not allowed to take
part in the rock lobster industry. It is peculiar
that these rock lobster boats, after making a large
amount of money during their season, immedi-
ately invade someone else's industry. I think the
public accept that the fishing industry grounds
are not bottomless. They cannot sustain such
heavy over-fishing. If some steps are not taken to
offset this heavy over-fishing, there will be no in-
dustry left. I welcomed the Government's decision
to limit entry to the scallop fishery to six months
only. While this will place some restrictions on the
fishermen concerned, the extra catch they will
have in the season will be much better for them.

The closing of tiger prawn areas of the
Exmouth fishery obviously has affected the prawn
fishery rather badly. It was a very difficult de-
cision to make and I understand the position the
Minister and his department must have been in.
However, they bit the bullet-something which
perhaps should have been done much earlier.

I wish to mention my annoyance at the answer
I received to a question I asked the Premier re-
cently concerning banking facilities in some
mining towns. Mt. Magnet has a flourishing
mining industry; through the Hill 50 goldmine
and other smaller mines around the area, it is sus-
taining a fairly substantial number of people. I
find it incredible that they do not have banking
facilities.

The town of Meekatharra, 170 miles away, en-
joys the services of a branch of the Westpac
Banking Corporation. Someone from this bank
comes down to Mt. Magnet once a week to op-.
erate a branch there. I asked the Premier to con-
sider encouraging the Rural & Industries Bank to
open a branch in the town, but regrettably he ad-
vised me it is simply not possible. I sincerely hope
the Government keeps tabs on the situation. Con-
sidering the modern facilities we have in this
State it is incredible that a town the size of Mt.
Magnet does not have a bank. I have personally
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written to all the other banking institutions to en-
courage them to establish a branch in the town.

Finally, I would like to bring to the attention of
the House the possibility of professional protesters
selecting as their next target the North-West
Cape facilities at Exmouth. These professional
protesters have made themselves available from
the Franklin River area to Roxby Downs. They
claim to have an interest in the conservation
movement of absolutely no development in Aus-
tralia.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. John
Williams): Order! There is too much audible con-
versation.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: I have spoken to quite
a few of the local people and they recalled to me a
previous busload of protest people who visited the
town some years ago. These people were not met
with a great deal of enthusiasm-the message
from the people of Exmouth to these so-called un-
biased protesters-" ren t-a-e rowd" and others-is:
"Don't overstep yourselves getting up there. If
you do wish to come to Exmouth and protest, you
do it at your own peril." The people are sick of
these types of operations which have occurred in
the rest of Australia, and I assure these pro-
fessional protesters that they will not be met in
Exmtouth with the same amount of tolerance as
they have been met with in other parts of Aus-
tralia.

Hon. Peter Dowding: What about Poland and
places like that?

Hon. P. H. LOCKY ER: In closing I would like
to address myself to the dreadful disaster of the
shooting down of the Korean airliner about a
week and a half ago. It brought home to all of us
the sort of situation that can arise so quickly in
the world today. Who could possibly conceive that
an airliner, carrying a large number of people on
a peaceful flight between two countries, could be
shot down by the aircraft of a Communist
country-in this particular ease, a Russian air-
craft? Such behaviour leaves a very sour taste in.
my mouth and I would be very surprised if other
members of this honourable House do not feel the
same way. I condemn the people concerned for
this action with all the strength available to me. I
am surprised that any person could condone such
action.

I am surprised also that a country like the
USSR could try to put forward, as an excuse for
ending the lives of a large number of people, that
it believed the Korean airliner was on a spy flight.
I personally do not accept that excuse and most
people in the free world would agree with me.
This incident has put a very black mark on world

affairs today and it has Set peace back a long
time. The USSR should reconsider its standing in
the world. Whilst we understand there must be
some sensitive areas when a country is concerned
about its own defence, if there is conflict, surely it
should be between the military and not between
civilians.

I support the motion.

Point of Order

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: I wish to rise on a
point of order. I would like to point out that in the
front of our book of Standing Orders there ap-
pears a precedent dated Tuesday, 4 November
1980 relating to members' dress during sittings of
the House. The President made an announcement
in regard to this matter. 1 would like your ruling,
Sir, as to whether the attire of the H-on. Tom
Stephens constitutes a coat in the accepted sense
of the word, or whether it is in fact a blouson, jer-
kin, or what we used to call a lumber-jacket.

Hon. Tom Stephens: I will wear a satin silk
shirt if I want to.

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: As the member is
well aware, he cannot wear a satin silk shirt and
nothing else in this place because there is a Stand-
ing Order covering dress. I consider that attire is
quite reasonable-l wear similar on occasions.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Can you give me the
Standing Order?

Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The precedent ap-
pears in the fly-leaf of the book. As the member's
attire is neither a coat nor a safari jacket-both
of which are mentioned in the President's an-
nouncemnents-I ask you, Sir, whether that Stan-
dard of dress is a coat and whether it is now per-
missible?

Hon. Tom Stephens: One of the great issues of
the day, I am sure!

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. John
Williams): I will leave the chair until the ringing
of the bells to take advice on this matter.

Sitting suspended from 3.19 p.m. to 3.25 p.m.

Deputy President's Ruling

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: To assist me in
coming to a conclusion on the point of order
raised by the Hon. G. C. MacKinnon, it is incum-
bent on me to read the only reference to dress
contained within our Standing Orders book. It ap-
pears in the front of our Standing Orders and
reads as follows-

Members'Dress during Sittings.
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The following motion was carried in the
Legislative Council on Tuesday, 27th March,
1973:-

That in the opinion of this House the
convention regarding members' dress
may be altered from time to time to per-
mit Members, who desire to do so, to re-
move their coats during silting hours
should the atmospheric conditions, in
the House, in the opinion of the Presi-
dent, warrant such modification of this
convention.

WEDNESDAY, 9th NOVEMBER, 1977.
2.-Members' Dress.

The President made a Statement to the
Council concerning Members' dress during
sittings and indicated that safari jackets were
an acceptable form of attire.

WEDNESDAY, 12th APRIL, 1978.
2.-Members' Dress.

The President referred to his statement of
4th April and informed members that as
some had exceeded the concession previously
granted in the matter of dress he had now de-
cided to withdraw the concession.

TUESDAY, 4 NOVEMBER 1980.
2. Legislative Council-Members' dress dur-
ing sittings.

The President made the following an-
nouncement-

Honourable members:
I wish to announce that in response to

requests received to give consideration to
the relaxation of the convention relating
to the traditional mode of dress in the
House, it is my intention to permit
members, should they so desire, to re-
move their coats during sittings should
the atmospheric conditions, in my op-
inion, warrant such modification of the
convention.

When it is considered that the con-
ditions warrant the change, it is my
intention to indicate my approval by
placing an advice to this effect on the
notice boards of the House..

It is also in order for members to wear
safari suits in the House should they so
desire, provided that where shirts are
worn with this form of dress, ties must
also be worn.

No other reference to dress appears within our
Standing Orders. There is no definition of style of
dress, nor is there a definition of jackets. There-

fore, I rule that the Hon. Tom Stephens, in my
opinion, is attired properly and there is no point of
order.

Government members: Hear, hear!
Hon. Peter Dowding: You waste time, Mr

MacKinnon!
Several members interjected.
Hon. Peter Dowding: Fifteen minutes for your

point of order!
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! I call the

Hon. V. J. Ferry to his feet. Members should not
tempt me to take any other measures which I am
quite likely to take if there are any more dis-
orderly interruptions.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

HON. V. .1. FERRY. (South-West) [3.29 p.m.];
I have pleasure in supporting the motion. It is a
traditional parliamentary practice that, when de-
bating the Address-ina-Reply, members have the
privilege to discuss matters as they see fit.

Before touching on a number of aspects relat-
ing to my electorate and referring to other general
matters, I offer my official congratulations to the
new members of this House who have recently
taken their places. I have had the opportunity per-
sonally to congratulate them informally on their
appointments to this House and I do so now
officially. I hope their stay in this Parliament is
both rewarding for themselves by way of the satis-
faction achieved through representing their prov-
inces, and also contributes to the well-being of the
State.

Members of Parliament are in a privileged situ-
ation. Not everyone has the privilege to represent
citizens in Parliament and, therefore, great re-
sponsibility rests on all of us who do so. Re-
gardless of what is said from time to time, the
Parliament has an important part to play in the
conduct of our community and the lives of the
people of this State. The Parliament has a role to
fulfil. I say that in a kindly way and I am sure the
new members who have joined us will participate
in the work of the Parliament and sincerely give
of their best and obtain the personal satisfaction,
in the fullness of time, of a job well done.

.Before referring to some electorate matters, I
shall deal with an issue of international concern at
the present time and to which my colleague, the
Hon. Philip Lockyer, made passing reference.,Of
course, I refer to the tragic shooting down of a
Korean civilian airliner a few days ago. I am ab-
solutely horrified at this international incident.
We had the situation of a civilian aircraft being
shot down with, as I understand it, the loss of 269
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lives. As far as I can ascertain from the news re-
ports, all those people were civilians.

I express my horror that the USSR should lake
this action through its armed services. There is no
excuse for murdering civilians. I speak with some
little experience as a former Air Force pilot with a
number of years' service in very hostile times. I
believe I am competent to make passing reference
to this situation. This matter is one of concern not
only for the people of Western Australia, but also
for the people of the rest of the world.

The Russians said many things, including that
the identity of the aircraft was mistaken. One of
the first lessons of a service pilot is to recognise
other aircraft; he must recognise friendly ones,
hostile ones and ones in doubt. It is the first rule
of survival, but the Russians said that their pilot
was unable to identify the aircraft. That is so
much nonsense-complete and utter rubbish. A
trained pilot must be able to recognise aircraft
that fly in the vicinity of his operations. It is just
Dot possible that the Russian pilot did not recog-
nise the jumbo. I had considerable experience
with night operations and difficult flying con-
ditions. It is quite possible under any conditions to
identify another aircraft.

At one time I operated as a tactical flying
instructor. Along with others I had to instruct
crews before they went into operational duties so
that their techniques would be up to scratch. Our
guidance included emphasis on the point that the
crews had to be able to recognise other aircraft.
The subject was regarded as droll, and many
pilots did not regard it as important; but when a
pilot gets into a hostile environment his ability to
recognise other aircraft is extremely important.
Therefore all service pilots have been trained and
are competent in identifying aircraft.

The commercial aircraft was a jumbo, and I
suggest that even untrained people would recog-
nise that plane for what it is. It has a distinctive
flying attitude, particularly on a straight and level
flight, and certain other flying characteristics. Its
shape is distinctive, as well as its attitude, es-
pecially compared with military aircraft. It is just
not credible that any person, particularly a fighter
pilot, could not identify that aircraft visually,
notwithstanding the technology he would have
had available. He would have had radar and other
devices at his disposal for identification of aircraft
and all sorts of other things. It is just incredible
that a mistake could have been made. I totally de-
plore the actions of the Russians.

When a pilot is flying in a confrontation situ-
ation he should be able to discern whether
another aircraft is armed, or whether it is a civ-

ilian aircraft. It is of the greatest importance to
know whether it has armaments. A pilot of a mili-
tary aircraft has tremendous visibility, but the
pilot of a commercial aircraft has restricted visi-
bility to the side and above, and no visibility
below him. The Russians said that tracer projec-
tiles were fired from the fighter plane which was
to the rear of the jumbo. It is quite possible that if
those tracers were fired the crew of the jumbo did
not observe them.

I cannot accept that even though the civilian
aircraft was off course the Russians should have
taken the drastic step of shooting it out of the sky.
In this day of satellite surveillance, electronic spy
planes, and underwater detection vessels there
was no necessity at all for the Russians to shoot
down that civilian aircraft. Their action was bar-
baric, and it indicates again to the world that the
Russians are a brutal race. We need to refer only
to Hungary, Afghanistan, and the Berlin wall as
examples to know how brutal are the Russians.

Someone asked me the other day why the
Russians would do this. I do not know what was
in their minds. It is possible they felt they should
use strong arm tactics as a warning to the world,
to show the world that they will keep anyone out
of their land, sea, and air space at any cost. Poss-
ibly the Russians panicked. We all know that
once panic sets in, judgment and reason go out
the window, which would be a most dangerous
situation for the world. If the Russians did panic
in the heat of the moment we must wonder what
is in store for us in the future. It is the most
worrying situation of all.

This situation reminds us in Western Australia
that we cannot live in isolation, and we must give
consideration to the protests and demonstrations
against our allies who come to this State. Such
people are our friends, and we aught to have
strong reservations about protesting against their
presence. We must have strong allies.

I view the Russian action with absolute horror,
and I regard the Russians as outright, utter liars.

I was advised some minutes ago that a Bill in
another place failed to pass, which must mean
that the Government was not dinkum in moving
the particular legislation. We expected it to pass
in another place before coming to this House for
consideration. It would appear now that we are
denied the privilege and the right to examine it,
and this has not occurred through any action of
this House.

As the Government is so incompetent in the
handling of that legislation it Crosses my mind
that the Government might offer to resign. It is
not without precedence that if a Government feels
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it is incompetent it goes to the people for their de-
cision and I am sure it would be an interesting de-
cision.

Point of Order

Hon. PETER DOWDING: On a point of
order, Mr Deputy President I ask that you rule
the honourable member's current remarks out of
order under Standing Order No. 84.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: (Hon. John
Williams): Order! I remind the Hon. V. J. Ferry
that his remarks relating to a debate in another
place in this current session are, in my opinion,
out of order. I ask that you avoid the subject in
continuing your speech.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

Hon. V. J. FERRY: I refer to a worrying situ-
ation in my province concerning the Government's
intention to legislate for a single water authority
throughout Western Australia. Should this occur
it will mean the takeover or three water
boards-the Harvey Water Board, the Busselton
Water Board and the Bunbury Water Board.
These three water boards have been operating for
a very long time and have done an exceptionally
good job.

Prior to coming to office the Government was
very keen to hold down charges and not to in-
crease costs to the community. We all know that
it fouled up the system in this regard and has in-
creased a range of Government charges, such as
SEC charges, water charges, and any other
charges one may like to mention.

If the Government proceeds with its avowed
intention to create a single water authority for
W estern Australia the people of Harvey,
Busselton, and Bunbury will suffer financial dis-
advantage, and I propose to demonstrate the situ-
ation clearly.

Firstly, I will refer to the operations of the
Busselton Water Board. Currently a domestic
property in Busselton is rated $139.86 by the
Busselton Water Board and if it were to be rated
under the PWD country water supply schedule,
the charge would be increased to $231.32-an in-
crease of 65 per cent. Should that samet property
be rated by the Metropolitan Water Board the
charge applicable would be $2 6l.28-an 87 per
cent increase.

A further example concerns a commercial prop-
erty which is a laundromat situated in a shopping
arcade in Busselton. At the present time that
property is rated $354.81 by the Busselton Water
Board and should it be rated under the PWD
country water supply schedule the charge would

be $t 164.73. That is something in the order of
$800 more than is currently charged for the prop-
erty. Another example is the laundry service situ-
ated in Busselton. Presently the rate is $265.70
and under the PWD country water supply branch
schedule, the charge would be $892.40. There
again the owner would pay $630-odd more than
he is paying now.

I refer now to the Busselton Hospital. At the
moment the hospital is being charged $1 393.39
by the Busselton Water Board, but under the
PWD country water supply schedule the rate
would be $3 359.88-a difference of approxi-
mately $2 000.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.00 p.m.

Hon. V. J. PERRY: I now refer to a vacant
block in Busselton which is presently being rated
at $47.25 and which, under the Government
charges, would be rated at $66.50.

I now turn to the Bunbury Water Board situ-
ation, and I have a few examples of particular
interest to the member for Bunbury (Mr Phil
Smith, MILA) and certainly to the member for
Mitchell (Mr David Smith. MLA). I will mention
first the Bunbury Water Board rates, and the sec-
ond amounts are the rates applying under the
country areas water supply schedule.

The Bunbury Regional Hospital currently pays
$6 559.06, and it would pay $23 568.04. That is
an increase of about $17 000, in round figures. A
domestic home in Woonar Street is presently
charged $224.44, and it would be charged
$662.42. A residence in Picton Crescent is
charged $219.95, and it would pay $571.38. A
very interesting residential property in Dunstan
Street-a domestic property-is charged $168.31,
and it would pay $356.08. Another one, in
Crowea Street, has $209.32 as against $498.76.
One in Richter Road zoned "private industrial" is
charged $338.28, and it would pay $1 293.54.
That is an increase in round figures of $850. In
Scott Street, domestic units are charged $348.34,
and they would be charged $1 117.80. The
Bunbury Port Authority, having two facilities,
pays at present $9 185.22 to the Bunbury Water
Board. Its charge would be up to $38 544.92-an
increase of about $29 000; not a bad sort of in-
crease, although I have not worked out the per-
centage.

Those are comparative figures I have quoted to
indicate clearly that the Government's avowed
intention to introduce a State-wide water auth-
ority is likely to severely disadvantage the people
of Busselton, Bunbury, and Harvey. I have not
quoted Harvey igures because I do not have them
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with me. I do not think I need to quote any be-
cause the other examples are clear.

This is another occasion on which the Govern-
ment does not seem to have considered the needs
of the country folk, as it ought to have. The
Government vowed to reduce charges, but it is
doing exactly the opposite. I believe the
people-especially the people who voted for the
new member for Mitchell and the new member
for Bunbury-must be terribly disenchanted.
Clearly, they are, because they have approached
me on many occasions about the charges being
imposed on them in various areas.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: The silence of Govern-
ment members indicates that they are not dinkum
about it.

Hon Peter Dowding: Your Government in-
creased charges after each election, as much as 22
per cent.

Hon. A. A. Lewis: You made promises that you
would not increase them.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. V. J. FERRY: The Burke Labor machine,
prior to the clection, said, "Burke's the best new
leader in Australia". By golly, he is. He is leading
everyone to higher charges and costing the com-
munity more than any other Premier ever has.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Rubbish! The previous
Premier misled the community.

Hon. V. i. FERRY: The Australian Labor
Party made all the promises in the world, but it is
reneging on those promises. As I said before, the
Government should resign, especially after the
events of today. The Government is always saying
that we should let the people decide:, so why not
let the people decide on the Government's ability?

I now refer to the "Bunhury 2000' concept
which the Government promoted prior to the elec-
tion. There is nothing wrong with the concept, be-
cause everything in it was planned and in train
before the present Government took office. I sup-
port the concept; but I believe the Government
will run into all sorts of political problems
through the South West Development Authority
in relation to which the Government has agreed to
present legislation to establish it on a proper
basis. I wonder why the legislation has not
reached us yet? It seems that the Government
must be having some problems drafting it, or per-
haps it is having second thoughts about the con-
cept.

Although the authority is likely to do many
good things, it is also likely to upset many of the
local people in the south-west region. "Bunbury
2000" is a misnomer because the plan does not

concern Bunbury only; it deals with the south-
west region also.

Hon. Peter Dowding: That is what the plan
says. It is the south-west.

Hon. V. J. FERRY: As I said, it is a misnomer.
Hon. Peter Dowding: Does it not say that in the

body of the report?
Hon. V. J. FERRY: The Minister is a learned

gentleman, but he does not understand plain
language. It is called the "Sunbury 2000" devel-
opment strategy, but it is said by the Government
that it will serve all the south-west region. It con-
tains plans for all sorts of things throughout the
region, so it is not limited to Bunbury only.

I am sure that other areas of Western Australia
will be watching the "Bunbury 2000" plan very
closely. In fact, the rest of Western Australia
should take umbrage at this initiative by the
Government because surely it will work against
the interests of the rest of the State. If the
Government puts all its energies into the south-
west-the area I represent-I will be happy about
that, because I will take all the goodies the
Government gives to the south-west. However, my
guess is that the rest of the State will be most un-
happy if the south-west region received favoured
treatment because the Government wanted to win
a couple of seats in the area, which it was able to
do. I have no argument with that; but I make the
point that the concept was planned and in the
pipeline prior to February of this year.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Come on! Pull the other
leg!

Hon. V. J1. FERRY: The Minister has not even
read the document. However, one matter was not
in train prior to the election. The Australian
Labor Party indicated during the election cam-
paign that it would institute a rapid transit pass-
enger service between Perth and Bunbury
travelling at a ridiculous speed. Had the service
been established at that speed, we would have
seen a shocking tragedy. The train would have
gone off the rails and into the gulleys. into the
paddocks, or all over the place, with people scat-
tered everywhere. The Korean airline disaster
would have been small fry by comparison.

The Government would have realised it made a
mistake when it spoke to Westrail engineers. It
suddenly realised it made a heck of a mistake and
it did not proceed with that plan. Obviously the
Government does make some mistakes.

Hon. D. K. Darts: Very few.
Hon. V. J. FERRY: I will watch this proposal

closely.
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The people in the Bunbury area will be very
glad to have the "Bunbury 2000" concept
instituted, but I warn the Government that itis on
dangerous ground and it is likely to run into all
sorts of problems with the rest of the State.

A subject on which I am bound to comment is
one on which I have spoken in public places and
privately to people in the south-west, and that is
the mineral sands industry. The Government has
set up a committee of inquiry of three people to
inquire into the industry in the south-west. That is
of importance, not only to the south-west, not only
to Western Australia, not only to Australia, but
also to the western world.

Hon. Peter Dowding: It is not an inquiry into
the industry.

Hon. V. J. FERRY: It is fascinating to hear the
Minister. For a learned gentleman, he shows gross
ignorance of these sorts of things, and he should
be quiet.

Hon. Peter Dowding: It is an inquiry into one
aspect.

Hon. V. i. FERRY: He might be all right up in
his own country; but down here he does not make
much sense.

I will quote a few figures for Australian pro-
duction of mineral sands which are so vital to the
western world. Australia produces something like
90 per cent of all the rutile in the western world.
We produce about 60 per cent of zircon, and
about 27 per cent of ilmenite, apart from monaz-
ite. These figures are significant.

A committee of inquiry has been set up to
examine the industry, especially in regard to the
possible effects of radiation from some of the by-
~products. If that does not affect the industry, I do
not know what does.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Of course it affeets the
industry; but it is not an inquiry into the industry.

Hon. V. J. FERRY: That just goes to show the
narrowness of the Minister's mind. It is
interesting to note that one of the gentlemen ap-
pointed to the three-man committee, was Mr
Alan Tough from Allied Eneabba. who is a top-
flight man in his field-an outstanding man in the
mineral sands industry.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Hear, hear!
Hon. V. J. FERRY: The other two members

are Professor Murray Winn and Dr John
Matthews who come from the east. On the infor-
mation I have, Professor Winn was instrumental
in virtually closing down the mineral sands indus-
try on the eastern seaboard-

Hon. Peter Dowding: Rubbish! He is a highly
respected man.

Hon. V. J. FERRY: I
highly respected.I
instrumental-

am not saying he is not
am saying he was

Hon., Peter Dowding: You should not smear
people.

Hon. A. A. Lewis: You are the expert.
The PRESIDENT: Order!.
Hon. Peter Dowding: You have smeared a very

respectable man.
Hon. V. J. FERRY: If the Minister would care

to read my transcript later, he will find that what
he is inferring is entirely false. I said that I under-
stood the gentleman was instrumental in closing
down the mineral sands industry on the eastern
seaboard. Obviously he has acted against the in-
dustry . I do not think [hat is a good starting point
for an inquiry into our valid industry, because
when people like him attack industries-

Hon. Peter Dowding: He does not attack indus-
tries.

Hon. V. J. FERRY: This inquiry has been
brought about through the insistence of the
Trades and Labor Council and some factions
within the Labor Party in this State which are out
to try to curb the industry.

The very fact that this inquiry has been estab-
lished will provide a forum for all sorts of people
to make comments and to provide input. This will
be okay provided they are sensible. However, it
also gives people the opportunity, for whatever
reason, to be mischievous and unconstructive, and
to make all sorts of statements in order to get the
ear of the media so as to play up what they be-
lieve to be the dangers of the industry, an industry
which does not deserve that sort of comment.
When this happens it is very damaging to the in-
dustry; it reflects on the industry. The people de-
pendent on it become very uncertain about the
future of the mining operation.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Are you accusing the pro-
fessor of that?

Hon. V. J. FERRY: I am saying the inquiry
gives people the opportunity to say these sorts of
things. If the Minister were to be quiet he may
learn something about the mining industry. He
does not seem to know much about the industry
despite the fact that he is the Minister for Mines.

The inquiry will give people a forum in which
to attack the industry for whatever reason. How-
ever, when they attack the industry they attack
people, because the industry is made up of people.

The mineral sands industry has been in oper-
ation in the south-west for 20 or 25 years; it is a
proven, on-going industry. It employs anything
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from 300 to 500 people, depending on the state or
the industry at a given time.

The support industry at Australind depends on
the mineral sands industry; many people are em-
ployed there. But when we have a lot of people at-
tacking the industry, the people's confidence is
undermined.

Hon. Peter Dowding: It is not an attack on the
industry.

Hon. V. J1. FERRY: I will refer now to what
has happened in other parts of Australia, We saw
in Tasmania that some public opinion took no ac-
count at all of a referendum, a State election, a
Commonwealth election, and a local government
election, all of which showed that the people were
in favour of a dam. We saw the conservationists
win the day.

In this State we have had a multiplicity of in-
quiries, including an inquiry into the mineral
sands industry. It is on public record that a
number of Western Australian industries will
come under attack. The forest industry will be
one; the bauxite industry also is under grave
threat. It would not surprise me if the unions
pursuaded the Government to close down the
bauxite industry.

Hon. Mark Nevill: It is not a conservation in-
quiry, but an occupational health inquiry.

Hon. V. J. FERRY: But it is damaging to the
industry; it could kill off the industry. The cam-
paign waged last year against the Cape] mineral
sands industry followed publicity about radiation
emanating from landfill. That campaign and pub-
licity were extremely damaging to the community
at Capel. The campaign was completely and ab-
solutely unwarranted. It reached the stage where
people were ringing up friends in Capel and say-
ing that they would not be down for the long
weekend because they were afraid of the radi-
ation. What absolute rubbish. But this is the ef-
fect the publicity had. This sort of thing could af-
fect the proposed smelter in the region, as well as
the wood chipping industry and the timber indus-
try. The livestock industry might next be under
threat.

It seems to me that, if we listen to what goes on
at the Fremantle City Council and what is pro-
posed by some unions in the area, they want
Fremantle to be a ship-free port! The council and
the unions want it to be a nuclear-free area; they
do not want nuclear ships visiting the port. I won-
der if they want any trade at all. Their attitude is
a threat to the mineral sands industry, because
the industry exports the by-products of mineral
sands.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Be careful, or Bunbury
will be a Ferry-free port.

Hon. V. J. FERRY: It would be a very good
port if it had ferries operating.

One of the problems with these sorts of inquir-
ies is that they cause fear, doubt, and harm in the
minds of people. When emotion and fear are bed-
fellows, they are quickly joined by panic. I men-
tioned panic a little earlier in relation to the
Korean airliner situation. Panic can be likened to
bad temper. I guess most members display bad
temper at some time. When people exercise bad
temper, they become irrational and their
judgment is no longer sound.

I say very clearly that the mineral sands indus-
try is an on-going one and one which is extremely
important to Bunbury, to the south-west, and to
the State. I do not know of any public comment
on record in support of this industry by the lower
House members for the area. I refer to Mr David
Smith, MLA, and Mr Phil Smith, MLA, the
members for Mitchell and Bunbury respectively.
They ought to be on record as thoroughly sup-
porting the mineral sands industry. Prior to the
last election it was common knowledge that Labor
Party members were not to criticise the Laporte
Australia Ltd. facilities at Australind, because
votes were involved. The ALP's candidates were
told to lay off, or else. That was very well under-
stood. However, since then we do not seem to
have heard very much from those two gentlemen,
and it is an indictment of their representation that
they have not been vocal in support of the indus-
try.

This inquiry is primarily about the possible ef-
fects of radiation. I mentioned earlier the effects
in Cape] of the media campaign. The media is not
necessarily "anti-radiation" or "anti-nuclear". In
most countries it just happens to delight in airing
controversial issues, or issues which are deliber-
ately steered into controversial channels, for the
sake of enhancing income, ratings, and circu-
lation.

Radiation inspires awe and wonder. It also in-
spires fear, both healthy and unhealthy. It was
this aspect of the atom's impact on the peoples of
the world which an international group, under the
auspices of the World Health Organisation, met
to discuss in Geneva, Switzerland, in October
1957.

The study group on mental health aspects of
the peaceful uses of atomic energy observed in its
report-

There is indeed evidence that it is exceed-
ingly difficult for many people to keep the
productive uses of atomic energy clearly sep-
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arated in their minds from its destructive
possibilities and that this inability contributes
to making the whole concept of atomic
energy potentially a frightening one.

Moreover, as radiation is so gigantic a
force emanating from exceedingly small
quantities of matter, and cannot be seen,
heard, smelt, tasted or felt, it easily provokes
irrational fantasies.

Let me refer now to what the mineral sands in-
dustry is all about. I do not suggest that I am an
expert in this Field, but I have some knowledge of
the industry and I understand that other people
have mare knowledge.

Monazite is a minor product of WA mineral
sands mining operations and represents approxi-
mately I per cent or the total production. The
three major products are ilmenite, zircon, and
rutile. ilmenite is a source of titanium dioxide for
the pigment industry. This white pigment is non-
toxic and has a better hiding power than lead
compounds. Titanium dioxide finds its way into
paint, paper, plastic, ceramic tiles, rubber, in fact
almost everything white.

Zircon is widely used as a refractory material
in the steel industry, as a foundry sand, and as an
opacifier in ceramic products.

Rutile is a source of titanium for the welding
rod industry, is used in the production of titanium
metal, and is another source of white pigment.

I come now to the problem I referred to earlier;
namely, the fear campaign emanating from
people not understanding what is involved with
radiation and getting themselves all mixed up. I
refer now to monazite.

Monazite is a rare earth phosphate containing
approximately 6 per cent thorium and is the only
one of these products that contains sufficient
radioactive material to require the mineral sands
industry to consider matters of radiation protec-
tion. It is a very small part of the total industry.
Monazite is separated and sold for the value of
the rare earth elements which form the major
constituents of this mineral

The rare earths are usually expressed as oxides
and these account for about 60 per cent of the
monazite; the associated phosphate accounts for
nearly another 30 per cent. The balance is shared
between the bound thoria and contaminating
grains of other minerals that report with monazite
grains in the separation process. Rare earth el-
ements recovered from monazite have a very wide
range of applications in industry and consumer
products. These include glass treatments, elec-
tronics, ceramics, and metallurgy, and it is used
as a catalyst in the petroleum industry. In the

process to recover rare earth elements from mon-
azite, most of the thorium is rejected as waste ma-
terial and is stockpiled under the importing
country's radioactive waste disposal regulations.
The remainder is used in the glass, ceramics, and
metallurgical industries with approximately 10
per cent being used for developmental nuclear ap-
plications.

Mineral sands production commenced in the
mid 1950s; however production was restricted to
ilmenite because the techniques were such that
they could not extract as much as they can now,
and the demand was not there for the other el-
ements.

During the 1960s production of rutile and zir-
con commenced, along with small quantities of
monazite. Monazite production was increased in
the mid 1970s as both the market and separation
techniques improved. This production was further
substantially increased to present levels as a result
of the development of the Eneabba mineral sands
field in the late 1970s.

Now we come to the part that is pertinent to
the inquiry set up. Radiation protection regu-
lations in Western Australia date back to the
Radioactive Substances Act 1954. Various
amendments and regulations were introduced in
1958, 197$, and 1979, but all were written pri-
marily for the control of point sources used for
medical and industrial applications.

With the increase in nmonazite production from
the mid 1970s, the industry itself recognised that
it should investigate the level of personal ex-
posures within the industry. Monitoring had
commenced in the early 1970s and had become
widespread throughout the industry by 1978. At
this time the need for standard practices in radi-
ation protection and monitoring became evident.

In 1979 the mineral sands industry, under the
auspices of the Chamber of Mines of Western
Australia (Inc.), was asked to consider the rel-
evance of proposed new radiation safety regu-
lations to its industry. Although an attempt had
been made in these regulations to cater for the
particular radiological considerations of the
mining industry, it appeared very difficult to do
this in one regulatory document. To overcome
these difficulties the industry proposed the devel-
opment of separate regulations for the mining and
processing of mnonazite that would recognise and
deal with the specific radiation protection require-
ments of the industry.

1 should like now to pay a sincere tribute to the
industry itself. It is acknowledged that the value
of industry co-operation in furthering techniques
and knowledge, and in the development of consist-
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cot standards, was well recognised. The focal
point for industry co-operation and sharing of
knowledge has been the Chamber of Mines of
Western Australia (Inc.).

In February 1980, the monazite subcommittee
was formed in order to pool available industry re-
sources and to further develop necessary knowl-
edge and skills in radiation protection. This com-
mittee was seen by the industry as the basis for
developing self-regulation in the absence of appro-
priate regulations. It also had tasks such as the re-
view of relevant contemporary legislation, the
sta ndardisation of measurement procedures, and
the collection of industry-wide monitoring data.

Processing involves only the physical separation
of individual sand grains. Mineral sands are, as
the name suggests, sand grains of various min-
erals: ilmenite, rutile, zircon, and mronazite. It is
quite a simple system; no deep mining is involved.
Some of the most up-to-date systems are being
used. The overburden is returned to the mined
areas and the area is revegetated and restored.
This operation has been successful.

I place on record my disappointment at the
Government's having seen fit to institute this sort
of inquiry when the industry has been so self-
regulated and has had the benefit of the knowl-
edge of the Public Health Department and the
Radiological Council. This inquiry is likely not
only to damage the industry, but also to hinder
the development of the south-west. it will
certainly place in some sort of jeopardy the liveli-
hood of hundreds of workers in the south-west. I
register my disapproval of this type of inquiry at
this time.

I think the Government has established this in-
quiry as a sop to the radical people in the raniks of
its own lay Organisation. It is quite improper that
this should be so.

I am pleased io have been able to touch on
these subjects tonight, and I am pleased to sup-
port the motion.

Debate adjoined to a later stage of the sitting,
on motion by the Hon. P. H. Wells.

QUESTIONS

Questions were taken at this stage.

HEALTH: TOBACCO ADVERTISING LEGIS-
LATION

Comnts by Senator: Motion

I-ON. TOM McNEIL (Upper West)
j4.56 p.m.1: I move-

That this House:

(1) Notes the comments made by Sena-
tor Jack Evans on a radio program
on Tuesday, September 1 3, relating
to legislation proposed by the State
Government banning tobacco ad-
vertising;

(2) Rejects the Senator's suggestion
that members of this House are, or
will be, subject to pressure or undue
influence by the tobacco industry in
its opposition to the proposed legis-
lation;

(3) Deplores the inference that may be
drawn from the Senator's remarks
that large-scale financial contri-
butions will be made to the cam-
paign funds Of State legislators who
agree to oppose such legislation:

(4) Regrets the fact that a Federal
Senator should be so biased as to
believe or suggest that State leg is-
lators, who may differ in their op-
inions from him, would abandon
their legislative duties and act
unethically or in breach of the State
Criminal Code;

(5) Reasserts the right of every mem-
ber to freedom of speech in the per-
formance and exercise of a mem-
ber's parliamentary functions and
duties;

(6) Censures Senator Jack Evans for
his comments and the slur that they
have cast on this honourable House
and its members.

I took the opportunity of having the attendants
distribute a transcript of the "AM" show of
Tuesday 13 September to ensure that all members
have the matter in front of them. I will read the
remarks between the interviewer, Mr
McLaughlin, and Senator Jack Evans.

Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: Is the first paragraph
Mr McLaughlin speaking?

Hon. TOM McNEIL: Yes. The transcript con-
tinues as follows-

Western Australia is soon to debate a Bill
to ban tobacco advertising, and it's being op-
posed, not surprisingly, by the tobacco
companies. But the way in which the tobacco
industry is running its campaign is arousing
some concern. According to Democrat Sena-
tor Jack Evans, the tobacco companies could
be offering to finance the election campaigns
of those WA politicians who agree to oppose
the Bill in State Parliament. Senator Evans
has now introduced a similar Bill in Federal
Parliament. He told David McLaughlin he
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believes giving funds to politicians could be
just part of a multi-million dollar national
campaign by the tobacco industry to resist
such legislation.
Senator JACK EVANS: If somebody comes

up to a parliamentarian with the offer of
massive funds for their campaign ac-
count and I stress that it's not strictly
speaking a bribe, but it's to help them
wage their next campaign to get them-
selves re-elected. Now there's nothing il-
legal about that. It's just that the public
needs to know when that is happening
and whether that is having an influence
on the vote of that parliamentarian.

Mr McLAUGHLIN: Do you suggest that
any parliamentarians have changed their
vote in the light of the campaign being
waged in Western Australia?

Senator JACK EVANS: Well we won't
know that until the Bill goes to the
upper House. But it looks as though it's
going to be a free vote in the upper
House and that's going to mean that
every individual parliamentarian is
going to be subject to this sort of press-
ure from a multi-million dollar cam-
paign waged by this industry.

Mr McLAUG HLIN: The Bill that is at pres-
ent being debated in Western Australia
is similar to a Bill you're intending to
introduce here in the Australian Capital
Territory. Does the Bill here have any
greater chance of success given that the
Western Australian Bill was defeated
the first time it was tried?

Senator JACK EVANS: WVell, there is a
possibility that the Bill in the ACT
could get through simply because the
parliamentarians in the ACT seem to be
more concerned about the need to
protect young people from the tobacco
industry and the promotion of the tobac-
co product. And I say that because when
I introduced the Bill to the Federal Par-
liament there seemed to be universal
support coming from both sides of the
House in the Senate indicating that
there was a great deal of sympathy for
this legislation here. And I've also had a
great deal of support from the people in
Canberra since the Bill was put into the
Seniate-that gives me hope. I think that
Canbcrra could well be the first domino
to fall which will make it that much
easier.

When I first heard that comment on the morning
show I was angry and upset. I have only met
Senator Jack Evans once, but I consider his re-
marks on that show--certainly not made under
parliamentary privilege, and therefore, to be
treated as coming from a man in the street-were
in contempt of this House.

Hon. P. H. Wells: Quite irresponsible.
Hon. TOM McNEIL: In making these com-

ments to Mr McLaughlin, Senator Evans has
driven a wedge between members of Parliament
in this State. I refer, of course, to the private
member's Bill introduced late last year by Dr
Tom Dadour, MLA. I would be interested to hear
other members' comments on the point that those
members who supported Dr Dadour's legislation
would be most loath to change their minds and
vote against the tobacco Bill, which we expect to
come before this House at some time next week.

To my knowledge, such a statement is without
precedent, coming as it does from a senator rep-
resenting Western Australia. Senator Evans has
made nio bones about this matter: Members who
supported Dr Dadour's private member's Bill last
year and who may wish to change their vote on
this occasion will be placed in a most invidious
situation whereby their very vote will come under
question. I repeat the introductory remarks to the
"AM" programme, as follows-

According to Democrat Senator Jack
Evans, the tobacco companvies could be
offering to finance the election campaigns of
those WA politicians who agree to oppose the
Bill in State Parliament.

I was one of those who opposed Dr Dadour's pri-
vate Bill last year, but no-one has offered me a
dollar. However, as a result of the implications of
Jack Evans' statement, I must now face my elec-
torate in the knowledge I have a cloud hanging
over me, in that some people may suspect I have
been offered a "big dollar". I suggest to members
that any person who could make such comments
on the media has no credibility whatever.

Hon. Neil Oliver: Hear, hear!
Hon. TOM McNEIL: Senator Evans should be

dealt with in the most serious manner by this
House. I suggest he should be censured, but poss-
ibly other members may suggest an alternative
course of action. 1 do not know why a senator rep-
resenting this State should make such statements
which have the result of holding in contempt
every member or this Parliament. He denies the
basic right of any member to change his mind on
this occasion, and either support or reject the
Government's legislation without his vote being
questioned as to its propriety. It will have the ef-
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fect of highlighting those members who oppose
the legislation, because the suggestion will be they
made their vote under the influence of being
offered money by the tobacco companies. Indeed,
the suggestion could be that money was offered to
those members who opposed Dr Dadour's Bill,
just as it was supposed to be offered to those
members who intend to oppose the Government's
Bill. Senator Evans went on to make the following
comment-

If somebody comes up to a parliamen-
tarian with the offer of massive funds for
their campaign account and I stress that it's
not strictly speaking a bribe. ,

The word "bribe" has only one meaning; either a
person is offered a bribe, or be is not; there can be
no in-between situation. Senator Evans attempted
to qualify his remark by going on to suggest that
the money would not be a bribe, but would help
members to wage their next election campaigns.
In my book, there is only one way to describe that
sort of offer. I do not know much about the way
members of the Liberal Party, the Labor Party, or
the National Country Party fund their election
campaigns. However, when I am running a cam-
paign I am grateful for every dollar which comes
through the door, and I assume the same would
apply to other members.

For example, I assume the Labor Party would
receive funding From unions, which may wish to
ensure the Labor Party is returned to Govern-
ment. I am equally certain other parties receive
donations from businesses and even from unions,
with the object of assisting their party to he
elected to Government so that, at some time in
the future, the Government of the day may agree
with their political leanings and assist them in
some way or other. There is no secret about do-
nations of that sort.

However, the implications inherent in Senator
Evans' remarks are a character smear on every
member of this House. I defy the senator to come
to Western.Australia and debate this matter with
any member of this House. In fact, I insist that,
having made this snide remark, he should now
either come forward with evidence to support his
claims, or shut up.

Senator Evans has made his point, and has
done the damage. He has received cheap publicity
through the programme "AM". and now mem-
bers of this Parliament are faced with the pros-
pect of trying to make an impartial judgment on
the Government's tobacco advertising legislation
in the knowledge that Senator Evans' remarks
have pre-empted their vote by implying that if a
member opposes the Government's Bill, in some

way or another he has been got at by the tobacco
companies.

I take great exception to Senator Evans' final
remarks, which were as follows-

Well, there is a possibility that the Bill in
the ACT could get through simply because
the parliamentarians in the ACT seem to be
more concerned about the need to protect
young people from the tobacco industry and
the promotion of the tobacco product.

If we take my argument a step further, the people
who supported Dr Dadour's private Bill last year
are now prevented from changing their mind and
opposing the Government's legislation; as a result
of Jack Evans' remarks, they have been denied
the right to change their mind, perhaps as a result
of the views put forward in the debate on this Bill.
They know if they oppose the Government's Bill,
they are likely to be held to ridicule by the elec-
torate, and be seen not to care for young people.
People are likely to say, "He voted for the adver-
tising ban last year, but now he is voting against
it. He has been offered a dollar". Even the reverse
situation will apply. The whole situation will be
untenable.

I recall last year the then Leader of the Oppo-
sition, and now Premier, wrote to parliamen-
tarians asking whether they objected to disclosing
their financial assets and dealings. I was one of
the first to reply, saying, "You can go for your
life, Mr Burke, because my bank manager knows
my account is in the red". At that time, I thought
I was the only member of Parliament in that situ-
ation.

Several members interjected.
Hon. TOM McNEIL: I had no qualms about

the public disclosure of my Financial affairs. I do
not hide wher.- I got my money from before I
came to Parliament, and since I was elected here.
I am not a rich man and do not have great assets,
so I am quite prepared to divulge details of my
personal finances.

What I am saying now is that, as leader of the
National Party in this House, as party Whip, and
as the parliamentary secretary of that party, I as-
sure members that never at any time has the
National Party or Tom McNeil received one red
cent from a tobacco company.

I also point out that, while the two Legislative
Assembly members of my party supported Dr
Dadour's Bill, I opposed it in this place. There-
fore, I would have thought any fair-minded per-
son who saw fit to make an accusation of this sort,
would have taken the trouble to ascertain how
members of my party voted. If he had, he would
have seen that two-thirds of the party voted one
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way, and the remaining one-third voted the other
way.

I repeat that at no time has the National Party
or Tom McNeil been given a red cenot by any
tobacco company, and I deeply resent the fact
that Senator Evans. in a snide and underhand
manner, should imply that, in fact, that is not the
case.

I find myself wondering about Senator Evans'
motives in making such a statement. We know he
intends to introduce legislation in the Federal
Parliament to ban the advertising of tobacco
products. I believe Senator Evans is wearing two
hats. Jack Evans is the President of the Western
Australian Sports Federation, and is supposed to
be able to speak on behalf of the 360 000-odd
sportsmen and officials in this State. Only this
afternoon I asked a question on this matter,
seeking to know whether a referendum of mem-
bers of the WA Sports Federation had been held
to ascertain whether they agreed that their image
should be plastered across newspapers as being
totally opposed to the sponsorship of sport by
tobacco companies. I believe no such referendum
has been held, although I will stand corrected on
that matter, if any member can advise me
otherwise.

When Senator Evans makes such strong state-
ments in opposition to the sponsorship of sport by
tobacco companies, is he speaking as Jack Evans
private citizen, as Senator Evans, or as the Presi-
dent of the WA Sports Federation? There are a
lot of questions we should be asking this fellow. I
understand frbom the comments made to me in the
corridors of this place today that other members
are just as concerned about his remarks as am 1.

I have moved my motion this afternoon in the
sincere desire to ensure some mark of censure is
placed on Senator Evans for what I perceive to be
a cheap political gimmick in order to obtain pub-
licity for his legislation, and also a cowardly at-
tempt to smear members of this Parliament as to
the way in which they vote on the Government's
tobacco legislation.

HON. P. H. LOCI(YER (Lower North) 15.13
p.m.]: I second the motion and, in doing so, I wish
to make a few brief comments in support of the
Hon. Tom McNeil.

1, too, took exception to the comments made by
Senator iack Evans on "AM" yesterday, and for
precisely the same reasons. I have made no secret
of the fact I am totally opposed to any Bill relat-
ing to the banning of advertising of tobacco prod-
ucts, and will argue that point of view at the ap-
propriate time. However, as a result of the impli-
cation of Senator Evans' comments I must face

my electors in the coming weeks, uncomfortable
in the knowledge that a cloud hangs over my
head. Indeed, as the Hon. Tom McNeil said, no
matter which way members vote on this legis-
lation, they will be affected by the implication in-
herent in Senator Evans' remarks.

I agree with the honourable member that if
Senator Evans had some hard, concrete evidence
that he wished to present to this House, we should
afford him the opportunity to do so. I suggest
Senator Evans could take cognisance of Standing
Order No. 417, which gives a member the right to
move that a person be called before the Bar of
this House.

I do not go so far as to say I would move that
he should be summoned before the bar of the
Rouse; but that would certainly provide him with
an opportunity, should he so wish, to present any
concrete evidence to the effect that tobacco
companies are offering sums of money to mem-
bers to assist them in their election campaigns. If
Senator Evans has that concrete evidence, this
would be an appropriate place for him to present
it. If he does not have it, there lies with him some
method to withdraw totally the remarks he made
on that programme yesterday.

I agree with the Hon. Tom McNeil's com-
ments. I do not believe that any member has been
offered money by any tobacco products people. 1,
along with many other members in this Chamber,
have been approached by both sections of the
community-by those opposed to and those who
support the advertising of cigarettes. However,
not once have I been offered any money, any en-
couragement to take any of the tobacco
companies' products, or anything of that nature.
Should that ever happen to me, I shall take the
first opportunity available in this House to con-
demn the person, persons, or companies involved.
Therefore, the ball is firmly in Senator Evans'
court.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Tobacco companies offer
cigarettes at supermarkets and the like.

Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: That is not what we
are discussing now, and the member should treat
this matter far more seriously than his comments
indicate he is treating it. We are talking about an
accusation made against him or any other mem-
ber of Parliament to the effect that he has been
offered hard, cold money to assist him in his next
election campaign. That is the implication which
was put to an "AM" reporter yesterday on a
national ABC programme, which is broadcast all
over Australia.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: They will not offer it to
me, because I am in support of the measure.
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Several members interjected.
Hon. P. H. LOCKYER: It is entirely the mem-

ber's business how he votes, and I respect that.
However. I repeat an unworthy slur has been cast
on members of this honourable H-ouse. it is
wrong. Standing Orders permit Senator Evans to
be brought before the House or he can choose to
come here: so the ball is in his court and I sin-
cerely hope he takes it up.

HION. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metropolitan-
Leader of the Opposition) [5.18 p.m.]: I join with
the mover and seconder of this motion in con-
demning the remarks made by Senator Evans,
which east a very serious reflection upon the
members of the Legislative Council, and also by
the radio station and announcer who were associ-
ated with those comments.

The attack wvhich Senator Evans made on some
of the members of this House-on those who
voted in a particular way or may vote in a par-
ticular way in the future-was not only unprin-
cipled and unjustified, but also totally unwar-
ranted.

Senator Evans criticised members not i n re-
lation to their past conduct, but in respect of his
projection or estimation of how they may behave
in the future. In effect, he has said their conduct
may be such that they would be guilty of a grave
dereliction of duty as members of Parliament. In
other words, he has cast a slanderous slur on the
personal good name and reputation of any mem-
ber of this House who may choose in the future to
vote against a particular Bill-a Bill which we
have not yet even seen and which Senator Evans
apparently favours.

I understand Senator Evans is in favour of this
type of legislation, judging from public comments.
I understand also from public comments, that he
ts opposed to members of this House-whether he
is opposed to the upper House in general or only
to members of parties other than his own, I am
not sure: but he has certainly made comments to
the effect that he is opposed to this House.

The radio station and its announcer must be as-
sociated with these offensive remarks, and it is
only a matter of looking at them to see how offen-
sive they are. I draw attention to the nub of the
comments, which contains matter which may well
be considered to be defamatory.

I refer now to particular words. According to
the transcript, these are the words of the commen-
tator-

According to Democrat Senator Jack
Evans, the tobacco companies could be
offering to finance the election campaigns of

those WA politicians who agree to oppose the
Bill in State Parliament.

Those are the words of a commentator allegedly
quoting Senator Jack Evans. To continue-

HeI indicated that tobacco companies could
be offering to finance the election campaigns
of those WA politicians who opposed a par-
ticular Bill. Senator Evans has now
introduced a similar Bill in the Federal Par-
liament.

The offensive words go on-
He told...

That is Senator Evans. To continue-
... David McLaughlin he believes giving
funds to politicians could be just part of a
multi-million dollar national campaign by
the tobacco industry to resist such legislation.

Members should notice he refers to a multi-
million dollar campaign and he says that part of
that campaign is giving funds to politicians. Those
are the words of David McLaughlin, or of some-
body else who was on that programme. Senator
Evans then makes a comment and Mr
McLaughlin asks-

Do you suspect that any parliamentarians
have changed their vote in the light of the
campaign being waged in Western Aus-
tralia?

We must bear in mind that "the campaign" refers
to the national campaign by the tobacco industry,
part of which is said to be giving funds to poli-
ticians.

In effect, Mr McLaughlin is asking Senator
Evans, -Do you suspect that any members of Par-
liament have changed their votes in the light of
this campaign by tobacco companies offering
them funds?" Senator Evans then says-

Well, we won't know that until the Bill
goes to the upper House. But it looks as
though it's going to be a free vote in the
upper House and that's going to mean that
every individual parliamentarian is going to
be subject to this sort of pressure from a
multi-million dollar campaign waged by this
industry.

Quite apart from the fact that Senator Evans is
making slanderous comments about the members
of the tobacco industry, which is their business
and not mine, I object to the fact that, in my
view, slanderous comments have been made
about members of this House to the effect that, if
they vote against a particular Bill, they may well
be in receipt of funds in the form of moneys con-
tributed towards their next election campaign.

1842



[Wednesday, 14 September 19831 84

As far as I am concerned, receiving funds for
an election campaign does not really change the
nature of the receipt; it is still receiving funds.
What the member does with it is his business.
However, in my view, if he receives funds I would
be very surprised if that would not be construed
as bribery. Therefore, it seems to ine members of
this House are being accused of being likely co re-
ceive bribes,

Of course, this matter relates to the future, so
there could not be any question of this actually
having occurred. There is no point in bringing
Senator Evans to the bar of the House and asking
him what evidence he has that this has happened,
because he is not saying it has happened; he is
saying it is likely to happen and that pressure is
being brought to bear upon members to receive
these funds.

Senator Evans is saying members will be
offrered funds by the tobacco companies and they
will take those funds in those particular ways.
That is the clear innuendo and implication of the
words used. I do not know whether they constitute
defamation. I would not be so bold as to say that,
nor have I had the opportunity to study the mat-
ter Or refer it to greater experts than I who may
be able to give an opinion which would clarify the
matter beyond doubt. This is one of those border-
line cases, but the words may well be defamatory,
even though they are spoken about people in pub-
lic office.

A popular misconception exists to the effect
that one can say anything one likes about people
in public office, whether they be Ministers or
members of Parliament, and get away with it.
That is not the case. One cannot say what one
likes about people in public office, and when one
makes the comments outside Parliament one can-
not claim parliamentary privilege just because one
happens to be a senator.

A senator has no privilege other than that of an
ordinary citizen who must abide by the law. I do
not know whether Senator Evans is aware of the
provisions of the Criminal Code, which cover
defamation, and no doubt somebody will draw his
attention to them, if that has not been done
already.

However, I should like to draw Senator Evans*
attention to section 61(2) of the Criminal Code.
The marginal note deals with bribery of a mem-
ber of Parliament, and the subsection reads as fol-
lows-

Any person who attempts directly or in-
directly by fraud or by threats or
intimidation of any kind to influence a mem-
ber of either House of Parliament in his vote,

in his judgment or action, or upon any such
question or matter,. . .,is guilty of a crime
and is liable to imprisonment with hard
labour for seven years.

It may be that subsection has no application in
this case: but it may be that it has an application.
It may well be that subsection applies as an at-
tempt by intimidation of any kind to influence a
member in a vote.

I draw attention also to section 361 of the
Criminal Code, which deals with defamation of
members of Parliament by strangers, and in this
respect Senator Evans is not a privileged person.
He is not speaking as a senator under privilege of
the Federal House of Parliament. Section 361
says-

Any person who not being a member of
either House of Parliament unlawfully pub-
lishes any false or scandalous defamatory
matter touching the conduct of any member
or members of either House of Parliament as
such member or members is guilty of a mis-
demeanour and is liable to imprisonment
with hard labour for two years and a fine of
$1 000.

The reference to not being a member of either
House of Parliament refers to these Houses of
Parliament of Western Australia, and not the
Federal Houses of Parliament. Therefore, it is
quite possible this may be a defamatory comment
touching the conduct of members of this Parlia-
ment. At least it does not refer to past conduct. I
would not like to say whether future conduct is in-
cluded within those words, but I believe the mat-
ter is certainly questionable and arguable.

1 am not suggesting Senator Evans should be
brought to the bar of the House, nor was any
earlier speaker as far as I am aware, but his at-
tention should be drawn to the fact that, when one
makes serious allegations like these, laws exist
which govern this kind of conduct and behaviour.
That is the reason 1 draw specific attention to the
Matter.

Why should a senator be allowed, not only to
downgrade members of this House, but also, by
doing that, to downgrade the very institution of
which he himself is a member? For some cheap
publicity or similar reason, by publicly
downgrading members of Parliament without any
evidence, good reason, or substantial grounds,
Senator Evans is in effect downgrading the whole
institution of Parliament and also downgrading
himself, in downgrading the institution to which
he also belongs.

If we wanted to, we could say things about
senators; we could make irresponsible comments
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in public or in this House about senators, but we
do not do so. We could say various things about
senators, but I have yet to hear an honourable
member in this House make that kind of com-
ment about members of another House in general.

Action ought to be taken to impress upon Sena-
tor Evans that he cannot make such unfounded
accusations with complete impunity. I do not
know whether he has committed an offence. I
would not like to make a forecast in that regard.
However, the matter should be investigated.

I make a request to you, Mr President, that in-
quiries be made into these comments to determine
whether any further action should be taken
against Senator Evans and/or the radio station
and its announcer- If further action should be
taken, it should be determined what that action
should be.

I have merely made this suggestion; I appreci-
ate the matter is entirely in your hands. I would
not presume to make anything other than a
suggestion to you, but I believe this matter is of
sufficient moment to justify your obtaining an op-
inion as to the situation resulting from these re-
marks.

HON. JOHN WILLIAMS (Metropolitan)
[5.33 p.m.]: Cogent arguments have been made so
far, so I will be brief in my comments. I feet
slighted, as would any other member of this
House by the remarks that have been made. This
matter has no political overtones attached to it,
but the remarks made have placed members on
either side of the House in an invidious position.

We do not know what will happen when our
electors find out which way we vote on the mat-
ter. When the question was put on the Bill last
year I did not vote; I was paired with the now
Leader of the House. On the next occasion a simi-
lar question is put, no matter which way we vote
it could be said that we have accepted a bribe. If
people take note of the remarks of Senator Evans
in his slander of this House, they may think that
if either the Leader of the House or myself vote in
a certain way, we have accepted a bribe.

Senator Evans' remarks taint every member of
this Chamber;, neither this side nor the other side
is exempt, and everyone has the duty to consider
what we should do.

The Leader of the Opposition asked the Presi-
dent to inquire into certain things. I am sure that
we Cannot summon a senator to the bar of this
House because I daresay, legally, he would have
to seek the permission of the Senate before he
could appear before us. If the Senate did not deny
him permission he would not have to appear be-
fore us.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: He would, if he had the
courage of his convictions.

Hon. JOHN WILLIAMS: I would not give
him the forum; he is a sly individual. He would
capitalise on the opportunity. We do not have to
worry about Senator Evans. If he is prepared to
besmirch our reputations, what sort of a man is
he? He crawls out from under a stone whenever it
is lifted.

Methods remain to us under parliamentary
privilege to do something about this situation,
methods which I will draw to the attention of the
House.

Section 8 or the Parliamentary Privileges Act
states that a person has committed an offence if
he assaults, obstructs, or insults "any member in
his coming to or going from the House, or on ac-
count of his behaviour in Parliament or endeav-
ouring to compel any member by force, insult, or
menace to declare himself in favour of or against
any proposition or matter depending or expected
to be brought before the House". Senator Evans
is guilty under that section, as he is guilty under
section 14 of the Act, which states-

The publishing of any false or scandalous
libel of any member touching his conduct as
a member by any person other than a mem-
ber is hereby declared to be a misdemeanour.

The Hon. J. MI. Berinson would be interested in
the concluding words of that section, which are
that either House may direct the Attorney Gen-
eral "to prosecute before the Supreme Court any
person committing any such misdemeanour".

The resolution of the matter is in the hands of
the House, not in your hands, Sir. The House can
decide its own fate; it can do as the Leader of the
Opposition has rightly done, and that is to ask you
to research the matter. I suggest other avenues
are open to us. If this House feels it has been sub-
jected to a false or scandalous libel, it has the
right to direct the Attorney General to prosecute
before the Supreme Court any person committing
such a misdemeanour.

These are the options open to us. Perhaps we
will not take any of them but rather will inform
Senator Jack Evans that the House is considering
these options. If we received a reply from him,
which I doubt we would, it would be up to us as to
which option we adopted.

HON. A. A. LEWIS (Lower Central) [5.36
p.m.]: I will have to support the minority group,
the three or four smokers in this House, who are
the ones forced into an awkward position as a re-
sult of Mr Evans' quite free statements. I cannot
get all that upset about a politician running
suggestions up the flagpole or trying to get pub-
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licity for himself. However in this case the public
have been dcliberately misled. Firstly, the ALP
has never had a free vote on anything. I thought
Mr Evans would know more about politics than to
say there would be a free vote for all members in
this House. Secondly, doubt remains as to
whether the Government will even get the
measure 'before the House, especially when we
consider the events of today. These points should
be uppermost in our minds, and we should be
somewhat jovial about the comments.

I have had the pleasure through the proceed-
ings of a Select Committee to interview Mr
Evans, and I found him to be rational. Anybody
who thinks the public will believe Mr Evans in his
comments on this matter does not understand that
the public are not that foolish. Mr Evans has just
shot his mouth off.

Although I support the motion wholeheartedly
I am sure that Mr Evans would think again if he
ever thought in the future of making a similar sort
of error. This is not the first time he has made
such comments. He made them on the Bill relat-
ing to electoral reform, which I suppose I can
refer to now as it is no longer in the other House.
He made some drastic statements about that
legislation. All I have thought is that, well, the
poor bloke is having a hard enough job main-
taining his seat; he has to try to get publicity, and
the public will judge him on his statements. I am
sure the public will not be impressed by the com-
ments he has made about this House.

As I have said, the ALP will not have a free
vote on the issue. I take issue with the Hon. Tom
McNeil on his remarks about the ALP vote. I feel
there is no hope that there will be a free vote for
the ALP. In regard to the electoral reform legis-
lation, Mr Evans jumped in a little too early, and
he may have jumped in a little too early in regard
to the tobacco legislation-it may never get to
this place. It would have been better for the sena-
tor to wait before he shot his mouth off.

Of course, he may be merely trying to win sup-
port for his Bill in the Senate, and if that is his
idea, he will probably lose as severely in the Sen-
ate as he will lose here. I cannot imagine anyone
in their right mind opposing this motion if they
believe this House means anything at all. It will
be interesting to see whether ALP members in
this place vote for this motion, because as yet they
have not spoken on it. Obviously the remarks of
Senator Evans do not offend them in any shape or
form, and that is possibly because they have made
similar comments about this place.

I agree totally with the motion and I commend
the Hon. Tom McNeil for bringing it to the no-
tice of the House.

HON. TOM McNEIL (Upper West) [5.41
p.mn.]: I thank members for their support of this
motion in their contributions to the debate. A var-
iety of suggestions have come forward. I was most
interested to hear the remarks of the former At-
torney General. He believed the comments of
Senator Evans were slanderous, and he referred to
the fact that the comments were made when Mr
Jack Evans was outside the Senate.

Subject to the approval of the House and toathe
motion of censure being forwarded to the senator,
I would support the recommendation by the Hon.
Ian Medcalf that you, Sir, carry out an inquiry as
to what further action could be taken, which
could be subject to an answer received from the
senator.

I do not think he is likely not to make a com-
ment after receiving a letter from us. The Hon.
John Williams does not think he will, but I am
sure the senator will realise he made an ill-ad-
vised remark; an ugly remark, a remark which
will probably cause him as much distress as it has
caused us.

In politics we do certain things to obtain pub-
licity, but we must be totally truthful in anything
we say, and we should not in any way denigrate or
ridicule other members of Parliament. Senator
Evans cannot hope to carry out his appointed
tasks if he makes comments such as he has.

I thank the Hon. P. H. Lockyer, the Hon. Ian
Medcalf, the Hon. John Williams and the Hon.
Sandy Lewis for their comments. Senator Evans
has committed an offence, which I do not think he
will repeat. I commend the motion to the House.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: EIGHTH DAY

Motion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting.

HON. P. H. WELLS (North Metropolitan)
[5.44 p.m.]: In supporting the motion I will raise
a number of matters which I believe are import-
ant, matters such as racial graffiti, cultural con-
siderations, increased housing costs, transport
items, and the responsibility and ability of a mem-
ber of Parliament to obtain support within the
parliamentary system.

It concerns me that within our community
some minority groups decide to deface things such
as railway stations and bus shelters. The people in
these minority groups are only vandals. In the
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main, most minority groups present their argu-
ments in a reasonable way.

Members of the public can demonstrate their
feelings by lobbying members of Parliament or
demonstrating at Parliament House. A number of
methods are available wvithin our society to those
people who wish to vent their feelings should they
have an opinion different from that of other
people on certain issues, or in respect of policies
adopted by Government, semni-government
authorities, and local government.

It is the minority groups that go around the
community vandalising and defacing buildings,
and this is of great concern to me. However, the
groups that concern me most are those which put
racial-type protest statements on buildings, which
statements remain in position for long periods.
Most members would have seen examples of this
on bus shelters. This is the type of racial graffiti
to which I am referring and for some reason or
another it remains on buildings for month after
month. It has been put to me recently that this
racial graffiti is a source of great annoyance and
embarrassment to those groups in the ethnic com-
munity at which the statements are levelled.

Government, semi-government, and local
government authorities have some responsibility
for removing that type of graffiti. Although it
would be costly, it is one of the costs that must be
borne by the community. Perhaps if removal is
costly and people are made aware of the situation
it might make them more active in trying to rid
the community of those groups which continually
vandalise various buildings.

Imagine what would happen if someone wrote a
statement such as, "living is lousy, etc", on a
council building. Do members think that the
council would allow the statement to remain? I
believe that the pride of the councillors would re-
sult in their workmen removing the graffiti as
quickly as possible. If someone wrote the state-
ment, "Burke's bandits' headquarters" on the
Superannuation Building do members think it
would be allowed to remain for several months?
If a person defaced a member of Parliament's
house with unkind statements I am sure the mem-
ber would be quick to call in a painter in order
that the offending remarks be removed.

We live in a multi-cultural society in which ap-
proximately one-third of the community come
from another country, and we must accept some
responsibility for the offensive behaviour of min-
ority groups. No doubt if some of the offenders
were caught they could be charged accordingly,
but the problem is in catching them. Apparently
the penalties for such offences are not a great de-

terrent because the graffiti continues to appear
throughout the community and Government
authorities do not make any effort to ensure that
it is removed immediately.

I have been told by leaders in the community
that they are placed in very embarrassing situ-
ations when they are showing visitors to the State
around our city and are confronted with graffiti
on bus shelters and subways, etc. The vandals are
a minority group and I know that they do not
reflect the thoughts of the entire community.
Governments, semi-government authorities, and
local government authorities must take a stand
and set an example. I have noticed graffiti on pri-
vate enterprise buildings, but from my observa-
tion it is removed very quickly. Businesses in our
community ensure that such graffiti is removed
quickly because it offends nearly a third of our
population.

I believe that the Premier should issue
instructions to all heads of department that any
graffiti on any Government building be removed
immediately. As a community we should not sit
by and let this sort of thing occur because it is a
reflection on the entire community.

Hon. Peter Dowding: How long has this been
going on?

Hon. P. H-. WELLS: It has been happening for
a long time and since it has been brought to my
attention I have noticed that the graffiti remains
on buildings for a considerable length of time.

The City of Stirling has tried to overcome this
problem at considerable cost. It has employed a
private firm to remove graffiti from bus shelters
and buildings in its area. Our desire should be to
develop a multi-cultural community which lives in
harmony. I believe that the Government should
set a standard and should draw the attention of
local authorities to the problem and request that
they ensure that offensive statements are removed
immediately in the interests of the community.

I am certain that the Premier is not happy with
the situation that prevails and I am sure that the
Opposition is not happy; but we should take a
stand and take action to prevent this type of
vandalism.

Over the last few months I have been fortunate
to have had the opportunity to be involved with a
number of groups in the area of culture and arts.
I have visited a number of these groups and many
schools within our State and have seen
tremendous efforts being made to expose the area
of arts and culture to the young people of our
community. The Western Australian Arts Coun-
cil is responsible for taking touring groups to
country areas and assisting to take activities like
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theatre in education to both metropolitan and
country areas. This has resulted in many young
children being exposed to the arts.

Unfortunately, people appear to be more
interested in developing sporting activities rather
than the arts and I suggest there is a reason for it.
I suppose many members in this House would be
football or soccer followers and would follow a
particular cricket team. From the beginning of
our education, emphasis has been placed on sport,
and Governments have contributed financially in
this area.

I would suggest that a system be devised
whereby school children would have greater ac-
cess to the arts. 1 suggest that there may be
justification for the holding of a culture week. I
believe that a country sports week is held in the
metropolitan area each year for school children
and I would suggest a culture week along similar
lines. I understand that some I 600 children travel
to Perth for a sports carnival and I have been told
that these children could devote at least one-third
of their time during that week to the arts. Many
facilities are available only in the metropolitan
area and this would give these children an oppor-
tunity to take advantage of them.

For instance, they could visit His Majesty's
Theatre which has a tremendous atmosphere and
is well worth a visit. His Majesty's Theatre is
ideal for ballet and opera productions and young
people should have the opportunity of being ex-
posed to this kind of entertainment and atmos-
phere.

I have spoken to various cultural and arts
groups and it appears they are interested in the
possibility of a culture week being held in con-
junction with the country schools' sports week.

I am aware that the ballet company travels to
country areas, however, the facilities are below
standard and this results in a below standard per-
formance.

1I believe that a culture week could become a
feature in Western Australia. A pilot project
should be set up to evaluate the idea of having a
culture week.

Sitting suspended from 6.01 p~m. go 7.30p.m.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: Prior to the tea suspension

I covered the areas where I believed there should
be some acceptance at Government level of the re-
sponsibility to set an example by getting rid of
racial graffiti on Government and semi-Govern-
ment buildings, and that there should be a pilot
programme to consider the establishment of a cul-
tural week for the large number of school children
who visit the metropolitan area during country
sports week. Approximately 1 600 country chil-

dren visit Perth during this week, and the sugges-
tion is that we could combine the sports pro-
gramme with a programme to expose these chil-
dren to the art facilities in and around our city.
The idea is also to expand the concept to include
metropolitan children.

While dealing with the area of arts and culture,
I am reminded of media statement No. 33 issued
by the Minister for Arts on 9 June 1983. The
Minister announced thai the State Government
had agreed to the Crafts Council of Western Aus-
tralia setting up a new headquarters in the Perth
central city railway station building. In the fifth
paragraph of that Press release the Minister indi-
cated that the total cost of this was estimated at
$250 000. As it was to-be established in a Govern-
ment building, the work would be undertaken and
paid for by the Government through the funds of
the instant culture and sports lottery.

On page 2, paragraph three, of this media re-
lease, we see that the Crafts Council represents a
large number of people. The Minister had this to
say-

It will bring a new permanent central lo-
cation for the Crafts Council, which now has
400 practising individual members and 48
group members, each with 50 to 60 people in
them, from throughout the State.

The Council plays a major role in promot-
ing and developing the crafts in Western
Australia, and the new centre will greatly as-
sist it in this work.

No-one is more pleased than I and other members
of the Opposition that the eventual establishment
of the Crafts Council in the Perth central city
station building was approved. Unlike another
function I attended during the last month when
the Minister for Local Government opened a new
Fire station at Wangara in the Shire of
Wanneroo-

Hon. Peter Dowding: A cultural activity!
Hon. P. H. WELLS: It happened to be an elec-

torate activity. 1 attend these things when they
are brought to my attention, and fortunately I am
invited to any local government functions ar-
ranged within the electorate. As part of his speech
on that occasion the Minister was very honest and
said. "It would be very wrong for the Government
to take credit for establishing this fire station in
this district".

Hon. Peter Dowding: He is a very fair Minister.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I am just saying that his
Statement was very fair. He acknowledged that
the previous Government, the present Opposition,
had been responsible for moving for the opening
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of the Fire station. Not all Ministers give due rec-
ognition to the fact that very many things hap-
pening in the State today have not just happened.
They were planned and contributed to by the Op-
position when in Government.

Hon. Peter Dowding: You will share the blame
for the financial difficulties as well, no doubt.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I am reminded that the
Minister who chooses to interject, when asked on
the radio why he had a change in opinion said,
"Now I am better informed". I cannot recall the
exact subject about which he was speaking but he
admitted that occasionally some of the more rad-
ical statements which he made when in Oppo-
sition were not quite correct. He realised that now
he is a little better informed, he can make fairer
judgments.

Hon. Peter Dowding: 1 am much better in-
formed about the deficit that Mr O'Connor left us
when he pulled out.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Neither at Government
level nor even at Crafts Council level was there
any public acknowledgment of the work that was
done to achieve this new headquarters. The work
started when the I-on. Phillip Pendal asked a
question on 16 September 1982. 1 am referring to
question 460 which appears on page 2942 of
Hansard. The Hon. Phil Pendal asked a question
of the Minister for Labour and Industry rep-
resenting the Minister for Transport. The
question reads as follows-

(1) For what purpose is the old Perth Rail-
way Station in Perth being used?

(2) For what purpose are the premises for-
merly occupied by the Westrade Centre
now being used?

(3) Would the Minister be prepared to dis-
cuss proposals involving the long-term
use of these buildings?

The Minister who replied to the question was the
Hon. G. E. Masters. To part (3) of the question
he replied-

(3) The appropriate Westrail people would
be prepared to discuss proposals
involving the use of the vacant area on
the First floor.

That was the beginning of the move by the Hon.
Phil Pendal to see whether this area could be
made available to the Crafts Council. The
honourable member followed up this question
with another on 22 September 1982. On this oc-
casion the Hon. Phil Pendal asked the following
question of the Minister for Cultural Affairs and
Recreation-

I refer to my question 460 answered by the
Minister representing the Minister for
Transport in this House on Thursday, 16
September 1982, and ask-

In view of the Minister for
Transport's comments that Westrail
officers would be prepared to discuss
proposals involving the use of the vacant
area on the first floor of the City Rail-
way Station, will the Minister initiate
discussions to see whether the Crafts
Council of Western Australia and other
cultural ly-oriented groups might be ac-
commodated in the premises?

That was the first time we knew that the honour-
able member was seeking to establish a home for
a craft group, a group that he recognised had a
need and would be worthy of taking over that es-
tablishment.

The Minister who replied to the question really
disturbed the present Minister for Mines. He
could not sit still whenever the Hon. R. G. Pike
was speaking. The Hon. R. G. Pike was the per-
son responsible for the setting up of the instant
sports and culture lottery, and because of this lot-
tery the Government departments responsible for
sport and culture are the only departments to
have had a massive increase in the money they
have available to spend. In response to the
honourable member's question, the Hon. R. G.
Pike replied-

The Arts Council of Western Australia has
been asked to initiate these discussions with
regard to the Crafts Council of Western Aus-
tralia and any other culturally-oriented
groups that may be interested in the use of
this area.

That culminated with the announcement by the
present Minister for the Arts, (Mr Davies), that
the Crafts Council would be housed in these
premises and that $250 000 would be provided
from the instant lottery funds for this purpose. So
the Hon. R. G. Pike set up the lottery which en-
abled the establishment in these premises of the
Crafts Council of Western Australia. It is sad
that there has been no acknowledgement by the
Government nor by that organisation of the rep-
resentations that really brought about the in-
itiation of this move. I believe that the work of the
Hon. Phil Pendal was not publicly acknowledged
by that organisation because this Government has
created fear of punitive action amongst all organ-
isations that are likely to show in the slightest way
any support or association with members of the
Opposition.
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Hon. Peter Dowding: Don't talk rubbish.
Codswallop!

Hon. P. H-. WELLS: I gather the Minister is
becoming a little disturbed.

Hon. Peter Dowding: No I am not. I am just
saying it is codswallop.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: It does not take a lot to dis-
turb him.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Following the change of
Government, the Minister for the Arts decided,
quite illegally, to attack Aailcok magazine, and
quite illegally withheld its funds.

Hon. Peter Dowding: What proportion of the
total funds was Art look given, Mr Wells? Did you
approve of that undertaking? Did you receive a
promise to have your photograph in the magazine
as well?

Hon. P. H-. WELLS: The Premier gave an
undertaking that the promises made by the pre-
vious Government would be honoured and yet,
immediately upon taking office, it withheld funds
to that organisation. I cannot reply to the question
whether 1, as an individual, would have supported
that claim because I do not have the facts before
me. Unlike the Minister I do not like to make
judgments without the facts.

The Government found it could not withhold
that money, and it was eventually paid. However,
that organisation was placed in a very unf ortunate
situation. We learnt in the Press that it did not
know whether it would get the money. It had
started a magazine after the previous Minister
had agreed to certain funds being made available.
It was then left in a state of insecurity for some
months. In the end the Minister said he paid the
money because of a legal obligation. His attitude
was the reverse of the attitude of some members
in his own party.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Who did not want it paid.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: Let me indicate some

members of the Minister's party who thought that
the money should have been paid in the first
place, and I will refer firstly to a member who
represents an area very close to the Minister's
own electorate. I am referring to Mr Ernie
Bridge.

Hon. Peter Dowding: A very good member.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: From a Press release

issued on 28 April, it appears that the Minister
did not accept some of the things his member was
saying. As the Minister believes that Mr Bridge is
a very good member, perhaps he might accept
some of the statements he made about Artlack.

Several members interjected.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: It just shows that the
Minister for the Arts is out of step with some of
his backbenchers. If' he listened to the
backbenchers a little more often, he might learn
the facts.

On 28 April 198 1, we Find the following state-
ment-

The Member for Kimberley, Mr. Ernie
Bridge, has today made representations to
Mr. Grayden, Minister for Education and
Cultural Affairs, to make Government funds
available to subsidise Art look Magazine-

Hon. Peter Dowding: That was $97 000, Mr
Wells!

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The amount of money
does not matter. After an election the new Minis-
ter should honour promises made before he took
over.

With my limited legal knowledge, looking at
the facts, I could not see how the Minister,
legally, could not pay the money.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Well, he did pay it.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: Yes, quite some time after

he received Crown Law advice that he should pay
it.

Hon. Peter Dowding: What is wrong with that?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: It took him some months.
With all the resources that the Government has
available, it could not pick up a telephone and ask
for legal advice. When I discussed the matter, I
was told, "You know what the problem is with the
Government. We cannot get information very
fast".

It seems that with all the advisers available to
the Government, it should be able to obtain infor-
mation of this type. This is an illustration of the
punitive action taken by the Government against
an organisation that dared to place a photograph
of the former Minister on the cover of its
magazine and dared say, "Thank you" to the pre-
vious Government for enabling it to go into print.

Mr Ernie Bridge is reported as saying-
-to make Government funds available to

subsidise Anlook Magazine following a re-
cent decision by the W.A. Arts Council not
to allocate funds for 1981.

Let us consider what Mr Bridge thought about
Artlook.

Hon. Tom Stephens: What year was this?
Hon. P. H. WELLS: It was 1981, and the grant

was made in the following year.

Hon. Tom Stephens: This is before the Minister
for silly smiles appeared on the front page?

1849



1850 [COUNCIL]

Hon. P. H-. WELLS: Mr Bridge said-
. ... Ardoak magazine fulfilled a valued
function, being the only avenue apart from
the U.W.A.'s Quarterly where contributors
can have their short stories, poetry, etc. pub-
lished. Over the years it had published a
significant proportion of work by country and
outback authors.

When the member for Kimberley was in Oppo-
sitiorn, he advised the Minister of the day that he
should recognise the value of Arflook. However,
the present Minister decided that he would be rid
of Arilook.

Hon. Peter Dowding: No, he did not. He just
said be did not want to give it $97 000.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: He said, "You won't get
any more funds".

Hon. Tomn Stephens: That is distortion.
Hon. Peter Dowding: Did you not work hard

for Mr Pike in your electorate?
Hon. P. HI. WELLS: In his third paragraph,

Mr Bridge said-
It is important that outback authors con-

tinue to have an avenue which is prepared to
publish work which could otherwise be lost
forever.

it would appear that Ernie Bridge believed that
Art/oak played a role in the literature of this
State. In fact, in his fourth paragraph he said-

The part played by Artlook in the preser-
vation of the Australian heritage should be
acknowledged.

Despite that, in the Press, in the Parliament, in
the Treasury, wherever he could, the present Min-
ister made sure that the message got through:
"You will not get any more funds. You are bad
for putting Bob Pike's photograph on the front
page of Ari/ook. You are bad for saying 'Thank
you' to Bob Pike for being the first Minister to ac-
knowledge what backbench members of the Labor
Party have been telling the Ministers for some
time".

Hon. Peter Dowding: I would not mind if they
put your picture on it, if it meant losing the elec-
tion as badly as that.

Hon. P, H. WELLS: The Minister realises that
Ernie Bridge Was quite Correct when he said-

Every high school in the State subscribes
to Arfdcok and it is especially valuable to
schools in isolated communities where there
is little contact with what is happening in the
Arts scene.

It would appear that the Minister, a city dweller,
as well as trying to be rid of Art/oak, is trying to

be rid of anything that might be of benefit to the
people in the Country areas. He said, "'We don't
want contributions from those sources. We need
to get rid of any magazine that is likely to benefit
the country areas"

Hon. Peter Dowding: By erikey, that is drawing
a long bow!

Hon. P. H. WELLS: In his second last para-
graph, Mr Bridge said-

He is also concerned that the book pub-
lishing side of Artlook's operations has been
affected by lack of funding, and that pub-
lishing dates for the 40 books it had planned
to publish in the next I8 months had been
postponed and some may have to be can-
celled.

Then he gave the following message-

It is essential that both Artlook's magazine
and book publishing continue to operate at
least on the scale recently achieved prior to
January 1981 so that the large number of
people who derive benefit and enjoyment
from Artlook will not be deprived of their
contact with the Arts.

What Mr Bridge was saying was that the
magazine should continue.

I am not in a position to say whether Mr Pike's
decision was right or wrong; but I say that Ernie
Bridge told the Minister that the money should be
granted to keep the magazine going.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Well, it is going, is it not?
Hon. P. H. WELLS: The Minister has said

clearly that the money allocated by the previous
Government is the last money that will be pro-
vided. I do not know how any Minister, even
within the Labor Party, could Commit a Govern-
ment 12 months hence or some years hence when
he may not be the Minister. He might not even
belong to the Caucus, after some of the events
that have taken place in the Legislative Assembly
today. I do niot know how any Minister can sub-
ject an organisation like this to punitive action.
The Minister decided to take on the organisation
because it supported-

I-on. Garry Kelly: They got their money.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Yes, Artlook did receive
the money, after the Minister got a big stick out
and chased them down the street and told them
they were bad boys.

That is why any organisation receiving support
from an Opposition member is reluctant to ac-
knowledge the fact. It is probably simpler not to
do so.
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Hon. Tom Stephens: What happened with
Freedom from Hunger, and Australian Volun-
teers Abroad, under Sir Charles Court?

Hon. P. H. WELLS: As the member who has
just spoken comes from the same area, he prob-
ably does not listen to Ernie Bridge, either.

Government members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Honourable mem-

bers should cease their interjections as the
Hansard reporter is having difficulty hearing
what the member is saying.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: It may be that I chose the
wrong member. Perhaps Ernie Bridge was not in
the clique whose members gained entry into the
Ministry, and perhaps that is why the two north-
ern members do not support the type of statement
Ernie Bridge made. Perhaps we should move a
little closer to home and look at the Ministry, be-
cause that is where the decisions are made.

One of the colleagues of the Minister For the
Arts is Bob Pearce; and on 28 May 1981 he
issued a Press release in which he said-

1 have written to the Chairman of the
W.A. Arts Council asking the Council to re-
consider its decision not to make a grant to
the W.A. arts magazine, "Artlook".

That indicates that Ernie Bridge was not alone.
We now have a present Minister who believed
that Aridook should have been given the money.
The present Minister for Education also said-

"Artlook" has made a major contribution
to the arts in W.A., and it should not be al-
lowed to die.

Despite that, the Minister for the Arts has indi-
cated in his Press statements and in his answers to
questions that he has tried to give the organ isation
bad publicity to ensure that it does not succeed. I
wonder if that is the way the Government sup-
ports other groups.

The Art look organisation had the audacity to
be thankful to the first Minister to provide it with
funds. He was the Minister who increased the
funding for the arts and culture from something
like 32.7 million from the Consolidated Revenue
Fund to about three times that amount. He was
the first Minister to provide ongoing funding.
Given the present downturn in the economy, the
Government should be thankful that this money is
not a threat to Consolidated Revenue. Week by
week, like Daddy Christmas, the Government is
able to provide money for arts organisations. Why
should not Arfloak thank the first Minister to
come up with the idea of providing the art world
with not just a 10 per cent increase, not just a 25

per cent increase, but a 300 per cent increase in
funds, with the potential for more?

Two former members of the Opposition be-
lieved that Art look should be continued and
should have funding provided. One of them, Mr
Pearce, went on to say-

Country people particularly have benefited
from "Artlook". Indeed, it is difficult to
think of any other single Arts Council funded
activity which has had as much impact in
rural areas as "Artlook".

It appears that at present the Government is des-
erting the country areas in terms of their electoral
representation. It is trying to move everybody into
the city and it is not serving the country areas.
Even in the arts, the Government is trying to Cut
funding.

In his Press release, Mr Pearce said-
It is unrealistic to expect a magazine of

this nature to survive in W.A. without sub-
sidy.

It would appear that one of the present Cabinet
Ministers, while he was in Opposition, made rep-
resentations on behalf of the organisation. There-
fore, we have two members of the Government
who have supported it. I repeat what Mr Pearce
said-.

The Arts Council should re-consider its de-
cision and restore the grant to "Artlook" for
at least the amount they received last year.

We have heard of two former members of the Op-
position saying that funds should be given to
Artloak. When the former Minister agreed to the
funding Artlook had the audacity to put his pic-
ture on the cover and to say "Thank you" in the
magazine.

I am not suggesting that any other organisation
should go to that extent; but the knee-jerk reac-
tion of the present Minister in withholding funds
continues the attack by the Minister in letters to
the organisation. He indicated that Artlook would
not receive any more funds, and that is setting the
precedent for punitive action agajnst organis-
ations in this State so that other arts and sports
groups that have the audacity to recognise their
benefactor should realise that they may be dealt
with in the same way.

That indicates the type of Government that we
have in control of the State at the moment. It is
likely to take that type of action. We saw that sort
of thing in the Bill relating to the Public Service
which passed through this House. The Govern-
ment selected a minority group and gave them a
real kick in the guts.
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It concerns me that this type of thing can hap-
pen in our State. H-owever, 1 express my con-
gratulations to the Hon. Phil Pendal for initiating
action in relation to the Crafts Council.

I suggest that the present Government is not
big enough to acknowledge the involvement of the
previous Government-

Hon. Peter Dowding: Does not the present
Government get the kudos for going on with it?.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The fact is-
Hon. Peter Dowding: It is a simple question.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: The Minister believes he

has the right to start a sentence in answering a
question, but no one else has the right to do that
type of thing. We saw that during question time
tonight. Even when we are handling Bills in the
House, the Minister speaks as if he is saying,
'You aren't supposed to know those sorts of
things, little boy. Go away. I am the all-
knowledgable person here".

Hon. Peter Dowding: Regrettably I cannot
make you sit down.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Sometimes it is difficult
to get through to the thickheads to be found in
this place. I indicate to the Minister that 1 have
said before that the present Government has some
Ministers, including the Minister for the Arts,
who have on a number of occasions acknowledged
the contributions made by the previous Govern-
ment. But here is a clear example of how the pres-
ent Government goes out into the community and
puts fear into organisations that are likely to show
even the slightest amount of support for the Op-
position. This indicates that the Government feels
insecure about its present position. I heard a re-
port recently that the reason this Government is
going ahead at a rate of knots and introducing all
its legislation this session, legislation which has
nothing to do with things of importance to the
State, is that it fears it will not get a second term.
I can believe that.

I shall move on now to a quite important mat-
ter to people in my electorate and to people gener-
ally throughout the State; that is, the matter of
housing. I represent a large part of the metropoli-
tan area which has been termed the mortgage
belt. The Minister for Mines, sitting by himself on
the front bench, may ind some joy in the fact
that these people showed strong support for the
Government at the last election.

Hon. Peter Dowding: You would have been out
if you had been up for election.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: It is interesting to identify
the types of lies put about by the present Govern-
ment-the promises which it is now, one by one,

breaking. We find that this applies equally to the
State Government and the Federal Government. I
am sure members opposite will sing the praise of
the Bill currently going through the Federal Par-
liament which is to assist first homebuyers by
giving them quite generous grants. The interesting
thing is that the majority of people in that mort-
gage belt are worse off under the present State
and Federal Governments. I noted a report
yesterday of a speech made in the Senate to the
effect that, if we consider the total amount of
money made available for housing in the Federal
area, we Find that the proposals mean less money
will be available for housing.

Hon. J. M. Brown: That was a supposition by
an Opposition member; it was not factual.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: Let me talk about facts
that are very clear. The majority of people in the
mortgage belt are now getting less support to keep
their homes, thanks to the removal of the mort-
gage interest rebate. According to taxation fig-
ures, the people involved will now be losing be-
tween $200 and $400 when compared with the as-
sistance they received fromn the previous State and
Federal Governments; that is, assistance in re-
spect of the amount of interest in excess of 10 per
cent, which was covered by the mortgage interest
rebate.

In my own area the local council has written to
its Federal member because it supported the
homebuyers' action group which had lobbied for
that initiative with the Fraser Government. At its
recent local council meeting -a motion was passed
to ask the Federal member for Moore to make
representations on the council's behalf for the
reintroduction of the mortgage interest rebate be-
cause the council believes that a large number of
people in the shire are being disadvantaged under
the new scheme.

The new arrangement for current and new
homebuyers may well be generous, but I defy any
member to indicate how those people will be bet-
ter off. I suggest that they are substantially worse
off. The people in my electorate are certainly not
happy about the mortgage interest rebate being
lost to them.

I draw members' attention now to what at the
time may have sounded like a responsible call by
the Minister for Housing on 26 July to the build-
ing industry. His Press release indicated that the
Minister for Housing. Mr Keith Wilson, called on
everyone associated with the building industry to
exercise restraint and not to increase their prices
and charges. That sounds reasonable. However, a
few days earlier on 21 July the Minister's leader
issued a Press statement in which he announced
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increases in Government charges for 1983-84.
These increases did not seem to attract the nor-
mal amount of advertising. On page 3 of the Press
release we round that domestic electricity and
natural gas charges would increase by an average
of 15 per cent from I July. Of course, none of the
builders the Minister for Housing had in mind use
electricity!

Members opposite say they will look alter
country areas, but this Press release indicates that
the natural gas tariff would be increased by 15
per cent while country people would race an
average increase or 18 per cent. That is really
looking after country areas. The average increase
in the metropolitan water, sewerage, and drainage
rates is shown to be nine per cent overall.

Several members interjected.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I am making the point
that on 26 July the Minister for Housing was
asking the building industry not to increase its
prices, when just a few days before his leader an-
nounced these increases in Government charges.
Where was the Minister when these increases
were agreed to? Why did he not stand up in Cabi-
net and say that the Government should not in-
crease its charges? What is sauce for the goose is
sauce for the gander.

On page 4 of the Press release we found that
domestic fixed charges would increase by 7.9 per
cent, from $76 to $82. The charges for consump-
tion in excess of allowance would rise by 16.1 per
cent, from 3 1c to 36c a kilolitre. The minimum
rate for country water supplies would go up from
$40 to $56; country sewerage rates would increase
by 20 per cent; and country drainage rates would
increase by I8 per cent.

It must be remembered that not all registered
builders have large amounts or money to play
with and that many of them live in State Housing
Commission areas. Yet this Press release indicates
that SHC rents would increase by 10 per cent
from I July. Just where was the Minister when
his leader announced these increases only days
before the Minister asked builders to keep down
their prices?

I have a memo dated 30 August sent to builders
by the Master Builders' Association and dealing
with the subject of building cost increases from
June 1982 to June 1983. 1 quote as follows-

1. Please ind below the annual increase in
categories of materials used in house
building in Perth for 1982-83-:

Category Price Change

Concrete mix, cement and %

sand... ...................... +5.1
Cement Products ................ +8.8
Clay bricks, tiles etc............. +3.3
Timber, board and joinery... +4.4
Steel Products ................... +10.2
Other metal products........... +11.9
Plumbing fixtures etc............ +8.6
Electrical installation mat-

erials.......................... +16.8
Installed appliances ............. +6.3
Plaster and plaster products + 11.7
Miscellaneous materials ..._. +5.2

ALL GROUPS.................. +6.3

It seems the Government can increase its charges
and that is okay, but if anyone else does, it is a
criminal act. I cannot reconcile the Minister's
Press release when 1 bear in mind the Press re-
lease issued a few days earlier by his leader and
in the light of the promises made by the present
Government in the lead-up to the election.

Many of the people in the mortgage belt and
many people in the Mundaring by-election will be
reminded of the large increases in Government
charges introduced by this Government, despite
the promises it dangled in front of them in order
to win the election.

Mr Peter Dowding: And despite your Govern-
ment's leaving us with the biggest deficit in the
State's history.

Hon. G. Ei. Masters: Rubbish!
Hon. Peter Dowding: You are part of the con-

spiracy.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: Item 2 of the Master

Builders' Association memo indicates that while
material prices have increased over the year, the
average cost per square metre including labour,
material charges, and profit has risen by $2 from
$213 to $215 between July 1982 and July 1983.
This represents a rise of 0.9 per cent. The associ-
ation quoted as its source the WAIT building cost
index. The builders with whom I -have come into
contact are responsible in their approach to costs,
prices, and profits. There are certainly no great
profits in the community for builders. Many of
them are fighting to survive. It seems hard that
they should have to meet all these increased
Government charges and still have the Minister
for Housing's Press release slammed down their
throats.

When I was in the library going through the
Government's Press releases I came across one
from the Federal Minister for Transport, Mr
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Peter Morris. The Press release contained the an-
nouncement of the production of a 12-page book-
let, a colourful affair with a photo of three chil-
dren strapped in a car. The booklet was entitled
"A Guide to Child Restraint Use". The Press re-
lease was dated 5 August 1983 and spoke about
the release of the new road safety booklet. It said
in part-

The 12-page booklet, "A Simple Guide to
Child Restraint Use" is accompanied by a
four-page "Shoppers Guide" which lists all
the child restraints on the market approved
by the Standards Association of Australia.

It concerns me that he went on to say-
Road crashes are the biggest single killer

of children in Australia.
Mr Morris then gives quite horrendous figures.
He later says-

About 5 000 children are killed or haspi-
talised each year as a result of road crashes.
Of this just over half, about 2 300, are killed
or injured while travelling in cars.

The figurcs indicating the number of children
who die from road accidents in our State should
concern us. This booklet advertises and gives some
indication of the type of restraints that are
available and presents some encouragement for
people to see that their children are belted up with
seat belts. Mr Morris later said-

It is a deplorable situation, but surveys
have shown that about one third of the chil-
dren travelling in ears are not properly

scrdin either seat belts or one of the
wide range of excellent child restraints
available on the market.

I have not got the Australian Bureau of Statistics
figures. on children in Western Australia, but if
we take our population as a basis and say that we
have roughly the same proportion of children as
other States of Australia, that would mean we
have some 114 707 children under the age of 14.
We can estimate that somewhere near 90 per cent
of those children will at some stage travel in a car,
which means that in excess of 100 000 children
are travelling in cars and are not properly se-
cured; that is, if one accepts the figure presented
by the Federal Minister. in fact, if we take the
under-19 figure it shows that close to 140000
young people are travelling in vehicles and not
using seat belts.

This is one area where lives could be saved.
This booklet or guide understandably has been
CirculaTised by the local National Safety Councils
to all infant health clinics, and I congratulate
them on that move. It has also gone to the offices

of two members of Parliament; my office is one of
them, but I do not know to which member the
other one went. The booklet would be quite costly
to produce. For effective use I feel it should be
circulated in the reading rooms at Princess
Margaret Hospital, maternity hospitals, all doc-
tors' surgeries, and other centres, and perhaps
even at pre-school centres.

In fact, for effective use this type of material
needs to be put in those centres frequented Most
by the type of people to whom the message is ad-
dressed. Too often this type of material is pro-
duced and put on display in areas where it will not
reach enough of the sort of people it was designed
for and it would be better to see it put in areas
where it could be used many times over. It should
certainly be put in doctors' surgeries where people
attend prior to having children. This is directed at
their age group and they will have more chance of
seeing the worthy message directed at ensuring
that those 100 000 under-14 or 140 000 under-] 9
year olds have drawn to their attention the need
to wear seat belts.

This is just one way to try to save lives. The
statistics are quite alarming. For instance, a fig-
ure that was presented to me is that 741 children
under the age of 16 were either killed or injured.
That figure was provided by the National Safety
Council today. We should be concerned about
such Figures. The number of children killed was
27, and it is important to try to save 27 lives.
Often these accidents leave children maimed or
certainly with a lot of discomfort and I think any
effort that is directed towards avoiding this should
be made. A method which would cost no more
real money could be to direct that pamphlet to be
put in hospitals, maternity hospitals, and doctors'
surgeries.

The Minister's figure was 5 000 injured. If we
took that figure on a population basis, Western
Australia's population would be 440 either killed
or injured. Although I cannot be certain on what
basis the Minister gave his Australia-wide figure
of 5 000, it seems to me that on an Australian
basis we, in Western Australia, have nearly
doubled the number of people injured or killed.
Deaths numbered approximately 2 300 according
to the Minister's release. Fortunately, on an Aus-
tralia-wide basis, we in this State have substan-
tially fewer fatalities.

Hon. J. M. Brown: We had a very good record
over the school holidays in regard to accidents
and children. The Police Force did a good job.

Hon. P. H-. WELLS: Yes. I would like to ac-
knowledge what Mr Brown says. Our Police
Force is continually seeking ways and means-as
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I hope are both the Government and the Oppo-
sition-to minimise the road trauma. Certainly it
has been acknowledged that seat belts have made
a major contribution. The police are doing their
part in ensuring that people use seat belts. This
publication of' the Federal Government costs us no
money and if the Government does not take it up,
I suggest that members of Parliament should
adopt the idea and display the pamphlet in doc-
tors' surgeries and hospitals in their electorates. It
is a waste of money for this publication to remain
solely with the National Safety Council or in
some remote area where it does not reach the
people it was designed to reach.

The lack of support that is provided to enable a
member of Parliament to effectively do his job
and the apparent method by which Governments
try to trip him up and ensure that he does not get
the right type of information to enable him to do
his job effectively is a matter of continual concern
to me. The method by which questions are
answered has become quite evident to me since
coming into Opposition. If one cares to make a
comparison of Hansard one will see that if an Op-
position member asks a question he receives scant
information; but if a member of the Government
asks a question, all of a sudden out from under
the desk come pages and pages of information.

Hon. Peter Dowding: In all fairness, look at the
amount of information we have given in answers
to questions in the last few weeks. The Opposition
has never had so much information.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: You are joking! You really
have to be joking.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The Minister has the re-
cord of being the "largest quest ion-asker" of the
ALP. I checked on them. I went through and
counted his questions- 15 2 of them!

Hon. P. G. Pendal: Did you say you were an in-
fant? That is the first time I have ever heard that.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The Hon. Fred McKenzie
was close behind the Minister with 150 questions.
When in Opposition the Minister made certain
that he made full use of his opportunities, to en-
able members of Parliament, particularly of the
Opposition, to get information from the Govern-
menit. The Opposition does not have an entourage
as the Attorney General suggested. It might be a
good idea if we had enough capital. I was waiting
with bated breath to receive a letter inviting me to
come to Cabinet, but it did not arrive. 1 wanted to
ask a number of questions. Governments of all
colours seem to be scared of Parliament and they
certainly seem to want to make certain that Op-
position members do not discover too much about

what the Executive is doing or find out too much
about what Cabinet is doing.

Hon. Tom Stephens interjected.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: I am glad the honourable

member interjected because he reminded me of a
question he asked the other day in regard to the
cost of questions. The information was very
interesting.

Hon. Tom Stephens: It was, wasn't it
Hon. P. H. WELLS: W. D. Scott & Ca. should

come to the Government and conduct efficiency
tests to discover why it costs $140 to answer a
question by, "(1) No", "(2) answered by (1)".
$ 140 worth!

Hon. Tom Stephens: You really are a half-wit.
We meant on average.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: Mr Wells, perhaps they can
ask their advisers to advise them on chat.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: It would be interesting if
we spoke to the author of the answers to questions
so we could sort out which ones the advisers
answer and which ones the department answers.
A question costs $ 140 in terms of some of the in-
formation it contains. Members can flick through
the questions which have been asked. In fact, I
listened to some of the questions asked by the
Hon. A. A. Lewis and most would be lucky to
comprise one line or to have taken longer than
five minutes to prepare an answer. I have to ac-
cept what the adviser said about the average
being $140 I assume. Some questions would cost
$10 and some would cost $200 or $300.

Hon. P. G. Pendal:- I asked some $3 ones today.
Hon. P. H. WELLS: I am sorry. Some

questions cost only $3, and some cost many times
that. 1 gather that is what the average means in
terms of answers. If one question costs 20 per cent
more than the average question, that would not be
abnormal because the answer said that the
average question costs $140. The Government
said the three questions I asked would cost $500,
but the Government was not prepared to answer
them until I gave a reason for wanting them. On
an average they would cost 20 per cent more than
the average figure quoted by the Minister in
answer to the Hon. Tom Stephens.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: Questions like that create
the average.

Hon. Tom Knight: I have been waiting a month
for an answer. Would it cost SI 0002

Hon. P. H. WELLS: In relation to question
294, the answer that was given to me in this
House was that this type of information would
take a little whilec and the Minister would write to
the member.
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Hon. Tom Knight: I have been waiting a
month.

Hon. J. M. Brown: One of our members waited
a year.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I do not expect the
Government to stop everything and answer the
question; I would expect to get a reply within a
week. But the end or that week came and I asked
two mare questions and Parliament rose. The
Government would not be aware of my reasons
for asking these questions, but in my electorate at
the moment there are areas of concern in terms of
staffing and the number of children at particular
schools. The Government suggested that the type
of information I sought was unavailable, yet when
checking through the Hansards I discovered that
this type of information has already been provided
on an individual basis to myself and other Oppo-
sition members in the other place.

Had I asked 46 questions one by one, despite
the fact that they would cost 46 times $140, that
type or information would have been readily
available. However because of the complexity of
the information I was seeking and the fact that
the inquiries have been raised in various parts of
my electorate even to public meetings being held
into this problem, it seemed to me that the
cheapest way to get this information from the
Government was to ask a comprehensive question,
rather than deal with it area by area.

I was certainly trying to be reasonable with the
Government when I asked questions 300 and 308
on the Thursday prior to the fortnight recess. I ar-
rived back today with great expectations that by
now the department would have had time to find
the information, which, incidentally, if it could
not obtain from the records-] was told in my
answer today that it is not on computer tape-it is
likely to cost $500. The department indicated
there are 46 centres. I gather that the department
could have just xeroxed off a letter to the 46
centres and have a clerk assemble the infor-
mation. If it could niot have done alt that for $140,
1 suggest the department had better check the
type of people it employs. I suppose it is the
officers employed to collate this information who
cost S500 because they need a car and a driver to
go out to the 46 centres, which means expense-
plus-plus.

Hon. Tom Stephens: You have quite an imagin-
ation.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: A fortnight later I am
told the information is too costly to obtain. I
understood that, as a member of Parliament, I
could come here and ask reasonable questions. I
could write a letter to every one of the principals

in my area. I have extracted some information
from sitting down in discussion with principals,
but I do not have enough time to visit 46 schools.

This Government, indeed all Governments, do
not provide members of Parliament with suf-
ficient backup facilities to enable them to obtain
information so that they can decide whether they
should take a ease to the Government.

Hon. Lyla Elliott: If you spent less time
counting Mr Dowding's questions, you might have
more time to spend with principals.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: The Hon. Lyla Elliott
probably has time to do what she wants. I was
able to carry out an exercise because someone was
willing to assist me. I wanted to see whether the
statements made by the colleague sitting near
Miss Elliott were reasonable. I found they were
unreasonable. I wanted to check my facts, and I
was able to do that because people were willing to
support me. I am pointing out that I have heard
Lyla Elliott make the same cry that Ministers are
not giving information. I was critical of my own
Ministers when in Government for not releasing
information. Governments-that is Ministers as
opposed to backbenchers-regard less of colour,
tend to be frightened of Parliament and do not
like baekbenchers getting inFormation,
irrespective of whether they are Government or
Opposition members.

It is time that Parliament was given respect and
members were provided with information when
asking reasonable questions. If I am trying to
carry out research to help me argue for schools
and staffing in my electorate, it is reasonable to
seek information about the numbers so that I can
check whether the people lobbying in the com-
munity are justified in their requests.

Mr Stephens said I could ring up the Minister
and he would give me an answer cheaply. I wrote
letters to the Minister for Education and that took
some months to get the information. In this in-
stance I asked a reasonable question. A question
asked by a member of the Opposition in another
place related to the number of high schools with
more than 1 200 students. That would require the
department to go through all the high schools in
the State, yet it was able to provide that infor-
mation. But because Wells asks for the infor-
mation and Government members do not like
him, they say "No, he represents areas in which
we have Labor members, and, if he gets the infor-
mation, he is likely to be as informed as our
backbench members". So they stop me getting the
information.

H-on. Tom Stephens: It is utter rubbish.
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Hon. P. H. WELLS: I am giving an example. I
asked for information and I am not altogether
pleased with the reply.

I thought that by not ringing up the Minister
and asking for information, and waiting a reason-
able time, the information would be provided
when I came back to Parliament. I came back and
this is the answer I get. The Government is not
interested in keeping me informed, and it wants to
make certain that when I go to public meetings I
am not well informed about what is going on.

The Government says it will cost $500 to pro-
vide the answers. Other members ask questions
regardless of the cost. It seems there is one rule
for members of the Government and one for
members of the Opposition.

Hon. i. M. Berinson: You may recall your
Government did not invite questioners to give
reasons for detailed questions. It simply said it
cost too much to prepare and it was not prepared
to answer the question.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I re-state what I said
earlier about Governments generally not wanting
to supply information. There are 15 Ministers in
this State and they have a charter to govern. They
are supposed to report to Parliament. The
Government seems to be frightened of Parliament
and of scrutiny, and it does not provide backbench
members, whether Government or Opposition,
with reasonable answers to questions.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: The question is, is it
reasonable? The Minister was asking you to es-
tablish that it was reasonable. It is not self-evi-
dent.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I accept Mr Berinson's
question as to whether it is reasonable. In the
fortnight since I asked the question, the Govern-
nment, with the resources of the Public Service and
the horde of advisers it has taken on, should have
been able to provide the information.

One of its backbench members has the audacity
to say that members of the Opposition should pick
up the phone, ring the Minister, and ask him for
the information. Why cannot the department pick
up the telephone and say the question is too
costly? I am glad the Minister mentioned that,
because it has reminded me of another matter.

Hon. J. M. Berinson: I think the estimate was
too conservative.

Hon. P. H,1 WELLS: It may be, but ifIasked
46 questions, school by school, it appears te
Government would have given me the infor-
mation.

Hon. J. Mv. Berinson: Not necessarily.
159)

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I attend public meetings
in various areas of my electorate, and constituent
lobby groups are concerned about a number of
matters such as the number of transportable
classrooms, when schools will be built, over-
crowding, loss of staff and the type of staff. I try
to seek the information in a reasonable way. The
questions I asked related to a localised issue, but
when it broke out at various places in the elector-
ate it appeared to me that I should seek the infor-
mation. 1 did not want to put the Government to
expense and asked for the total number in my
electorate. I thought the information could be ob-
tained from the two regional offices, and, if not,
the Government has a courier service to the
schools. It could have xeroxed a letter to each
principal and arranged for a junior clerk to collate
the information. That information could have
been provided to Parliament a fortnight later. If
the Government thought that was too much
trouble, it could have used the phone, with the
large number of people it has, and phoned me to
say it could not be done.

The tenor of this answer is that the Govern-
ment is not interested in making the information
available. It is seeking to restrict my ability to get
information about my electorate. It is an indi-
cation of the need for an improvement in the scru-
tiny of the Executive to ensure that members are
provided with information about their electorates.

It is interesting that the Attorney mentioned
the question of cost, because I visit my schools
and take an interest in not only the teachers and
children, but also the administrative running of
the schools. I consider that principals are mana-
gerial-type material. They are running an estab-
lishment larger than most types of business, and
they have a responsibility to the children. I was
staggered to find the system that operates with re-
gard to repairs. The person on the job-the man-
ager-should be able to sign a document to say a
door has been repaired, or a photocopier has been
repaired, or that certain work has been done.
From my limited experience in business, it seems
to me best to let that person know how much the
job costs. He is the best person to judge whether
the repair bill should be of the order of $100 or
$1 000.

Does the Education Department give the prin-
cipals a copy of the invoice? No, the department
is not worried about the expense. The department
is leaving itself wide open to skulduggery. I am
not saying it goes on, but the Minister should
investigate this matter and see that the system is
not open to abuse. All the principal can sign is a
document to say the job was done. He has no idea
of the cost of the job. We should treat our princi-
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pals in a more responsible way, and they should
authorise the cost involved in the jobs which come
before them.

Last week I was at Westrail, picking up my
wife on her return from the country. I was stag-
gered to find the Australian and Western Aus-
tralian flags on that establishment in a deplorable
state. They were ripped and it would appear they
have not had any attention. That is a disgrace for
a Government organisation; it should not be fly-
ing flags which are thin and torn. It shows a com-
plete disrespect for the Australian flag. The
Government should instruct all departments to
adhere to the instructions given in the booklet
supplied with the Australian flag. It should only
be flown when it is in good shape. and flags that
are tatty and torn should be destroyed with dig-
nity. Certainly, a Government department that
has no difficulty in obtaining Australian or West-
ern Australian flags should not have flying from
the mast flags that are torn and disrespectful.

Hon. Mark Nevill: Write to the Minister and
tell him.

Hon. P. H. WELLS: I am glad the member
raised that, because I have a suspicion that the
change of Government is the reason for a change
of attitude towards the flag. The party to which
the member belongs has a flag on its logo with the
sides cut off, and the foundation star missing.
That party is trying to change the flag. It also
wants to get rid of the States.

I am reminded of a Federal Labor member,
who in his maiden speech referred to a vision
down the track of some decade and said there
would be no State Governments. The reality is the
ALP believes that the States should not exist. If
one looks at that party's logo, the federation star
with the seven points representing the States of
Australia has been cut off. One can see from that
what the party stands for. A number of members
have clearly indicated on occasions they want to
annihilate the States. People in this State should
be aware and be warned that the current Federal
and State Governments are committed to getting
rid of the States. That is not in the best interest of
Australia or Western Australia. We would find
the only Government was in Canberra. Western
Australia would be out in the cold and we would
have to make all our representation to the people
in Canberra. Perhaps the change in attitude at
Westrail reflects the change of Government. It is
a very sad reflection and I believe the Govern-
ment should take action immediately to improve
the use of the Australian and Western Australian
flags.

The increase in transport charges really hit the
people in the mortgage belt in my electorate. It
affected them very savagely. Members may be
aware that, as well as increasing fares on MTT
buses, the Government halved the distances of the
zones.

The Government claimed its victory in the
mortgage belt which was then kicked by the Fed-
eral Government, which removed home saving
interest grants, and by the State Government with
its increases in transport charges which affected
many people who use the buses. Those people
must pay extraordinary increases in fares and also
whereas previously two zones lay between Perth
and Wanneroo, we now have four zones. The cost
of a fare increased from 90c to $1.20. Pensioners
had to pay one-third more and large numbers of
low income families in the northern suburb! in-
cluding Wanneroo, Heathridge, and the mortgage
belt have been dealt a bitter blow.

The Government should look again at these in-
creased charges, because many families in that
area are Finding great difficulty paying their
mortgages, bearing in mind the downturn in the
economy and the fact that the mortgage interest
rebate was removed by the Federal Government.

I support the motion.
HON. TOM KNIGHT (South) [8.47 p.m.]:

Firstly, I use this debate to congratulate you, Sir,
on your re-election as President of the Legislative
Council. Secondly, 1 congratulate the Hon. D. K.
Dans, the Hon. J. M. Berinson, and the Hon.
Peter Dowding on their election to the portfolios
they now hold. My congratulations go also to my
electoral colleague and friend, the Hon. David
Wordsworth, who has been elected to the position
of Chairman of Committees and Deputy Presi-
dent of this House. I also congratulate the other
members who have been elected as Deputy
Chairmen of Committees. I do not forget also to
welcome back the older members who were re-
elected at the last election as well as those mem-
bers who have been elected for the first time to
this House. I welcome them and hope they will
Find it a very interesting and rewarding period.

Most members are aware that 1 choose to use
this debate to do what is regularly classified by
some members as a jaunt or tour through my
electorate. I do not believe my speech will be as
long as it has been on other occasions. Neverthe-
less, I believe it is the role of a member of Parlia-
ment to bring before the House the problems
racing his electors so that the Government and
Ministers are aware of them. By this means, work
in train may be expedited and new projects may

1858



[Wednesday, 14 September 19831 85

be examined in order that they may be brought to
fruition.

My electorate is large and covers an area from
Walpole in the west to Cape Arid in the east. It
includes the provincial towns of Albany and
Esperance. In the north, following the Franklin
River, my electorate goes up to the area of Lake
Grace and, in an easterly direction, it extends to
Lake Varley, Lake Biddy. Newdegate, Lake
King, crossing the Esperance-Norseman road to a
point north of Cape Arid. Therefore, members
can see I have a large and diversified electorate
which covers many activities, including fishing,
mining, industry, and farming. When one looks at
the problems which arise from those industries
and the varied pursuits of the people in my elec-
torate, one sees I have a full-time job and the
electorate certainly needs full-time representation.

I shall touch on a matter tonight which has a
bearing on my electorate and, indeed, on the
whole State; that is, loans for drought and flood
relief. During the last 12 to IS months we have
had a number of problems caused by natural dis-
asters such as floods and droughts in many areas.
It has been necessary for farmers to apply to
drought and flood relief committees for finance to
enable them to carry on.

In most of these cases the period of the loan is
seven years. During the first two years Farmers
pay interest only and the principal repayments are
made over the last ive years of the loan. If the
farmer experiences another drought the following
year or inds that, through circumstances beyond
his control, he is unable to meet his commitments,
in all cases of which I am aware, the previous
Government agreed to an extension of time or a
modification of the loan.

However, several instances have been brought
to my attention recently. The majority of cases re-
lated to loans for drought relief, but one case i n
my electorate concerned a loan for flood relief.
The loan was granted to a potato grower in the
Elleker-Grassmere-Cuthbert area who was affec-
ted badly by floods as a result of which he bor-
rowed money through the flood relief committee.
When he put forward the next season's produce to
the Potato Marketing Board, he did not receive a
cheque. This farmer asked me whether I could
check the position to find out what was going on.

The Potato Marketing Board said the rural re-
construction committee which financed the flood
relief committees had insisted that all moneys up
to the total amount of the loan be taken from that
farmer's payment for the produce he put in that
year. The committee totally disregarded the fact
that during the first two years oF the loan interest-

only payments would be made and the balance of
the principal would be paid over the remaining
five years.

I contacted the R&l Bank where the rural re-
construction committee has its offices. I spoke
with the senior officer there and he indicated the
new policy was that, when a farmer who had bor-
rowed money from the Government drew his first
payments from his produce, they were to go to the
bank or to the rural reconstruction committee
until the full amount of the loan had been repaid.
If he could prove that he required the money or
that he could not carry on without it, it was poss-
ible the money would be released to the farmer.

As a result, these farmers must pay the extra
cost of interest on money borrowed from the
banks and the banks were perturbed about the
matter, because they had supported the farmers in
their applications for financial relief to the rural
reconstruction committee and they then found
they still had to carry the farmers as they would
have had to do in the first place had they lent
them the money.

Finally the matter was resolved and it was
agreed the money would be released to enable the
farmers to meet their commitments in their con-
tracts. Last week I was approached by another
farmer who had encountered the same problem in
Jerramungup. It referred to a drought relief loan
and the farmer told me he had been advised that,
when he submitted his balance sheet and prepared
a programme for his next year's cropping activi-
ties, including costs, the committee would con-
sider releasing the money.

How can a department sign a contract in buick
and white with a person saying what will be done
and then change the situation completely to suit
its own ends as a result of which the farmer must
go through the embarrassment of applying to the
bank to enable him to carry on? In one case the
bank was allowing a farmer $100 a week in living
expenses. In this day and age members can realise
the problems these people were facing.

I should like the Government to carry out an
investigation into this matter to ensure that, when
a contract is signed, both sides stick to it. The
Government is letting down the people it is sup-
posed to be helping.

The next matter to which I wish to refer relates
to Culham Inlet which is just out of Hopetoun, 30
miles south of Raveasthorpe on the south coast of
Western Australia.

In 1977 the South Coast Fisheries Study was
established. It was an all party committee set up
to examine the fishing industry and the problems
which faced it at that time. Several recommen-
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dations were made to the Government of the day,
one of which is nearing fruition; that is, the
groyne at H-opetoun which is only four or Five
miles from Cuihamn Inlet. I believe the groyne will
be completed prior to Christmas.

The matter to which I refer was the flushing of
Culham Inlet, which is almost a dead lake now,
because it has not been flushed since 1914. Ac-
cording to the older people in the area, between
1920 and 1925, following that flushing, there was
a proliferation of good sized fish in the inlet. In
fact, the fishing industry in the area was fully ser-
viced by the inlet. However, the fish slowly got
smaller, because the water became more saline as
the inlet dried up and the water did not flow in
from the sea.

The South Coast Fisheries Study contained a
number of recommendations in its report and sec-
tion 41 reads as follows-

41. The suggested potential for expansion
of estuarine fishing has already been
referred to. Because questions of comn-
munity usage and sensitive ecological
systems are involved it is the view of the
Committee that the issue of expanding
estuarine fishing should be approached
cautiously. Accordingly, a testing pro-
gramme is recommended, rather than
simply proceeding to open the bars of
estuaries as suggested by the estuarine
fishermen. There was Strong support for
the proposition that Culhamn Inlet should
be opened and accordingly it is rec-
ommended that this inlet be considered
as one of those to be tested, under the
suggested programme.

Section 42 says-

42. Estuarine fishermen believe both that
there is a great potential for increasing
fish stocks without damaging ecological
systems, and that there is a growing
market for the fish they expect to catch.
In submissions to the Committee much
was made of the loss of fish through the
silting up and increasing salinity of
estuaries closed by bars.

Recommendations:

2.5.1 The potential for expansion of estu-
arine Fishing should be tested on a
co-operative basis between the De-
partment and some estuarine
fishermen,

(i) over a two or three year period,
(ii) at one or two estuaries on the

south coast,

(iii) by opening the sand bars for
scouring and Fish stock replen-
ishment, with the objective of
ascertaining whether

(iv) permanent or seasonal open-
ings should be established, and

(v) the opening of bars can be cor-
rectly carried out.

2.5.2 One of the estuaries to be con-
sidered for testing should be
Culham Inlet.

That has never been done, and some six years
later people in the area tend to feel the Govern-
ment does not care. The fishing industry in Aus-
tralia has great potential, particularly in Western
Australia. The steps which have been taken in es-
tablishing fishing boat harbours around our coast
and building up the fishing fleet and the number
of fishermen servicing the area is such that the
estutarine fishermen are now asking for their piece
of the cake.

The Culhamn Inlet could be used as a testing
ground and, if the experiment is successful, other
inlets along the south coast could be looked at
also. If it is not successful, at least it could be said
we have tested the situation and that test would
be a guide as to how we can manage the other in-
lets on the south coast.

The next matter to which I wish to refer relates
to an area in the Ravensthorpe Shire, which is
badly serviced by the road system at the moment.
Richardson Road runs from the Esperance-
Albany Highway some many miles east of
Ravensthorpe from a very highly concentrated
farming area. At the end of that farming area it a
quantity of reserve and Crown land which it has
been suggested should be thrown open for farm-
ing. In the middle of it is an area held by the
Mines Department on which research has been
carried out, and it has been reported that it is not
suitable for the original conditions laid down and
should be passed in and utilised by the farming
community in the area.

Approximately 14 kilometres north of this area
there is a greater concentration of farmers, who
travel an additional 50 kilometres to get to this
point on the Espera nce- Rave nsthorpe road.
Firstly they must go north-west to get onto the
Lake King- Ravensihorpe road. In other words
they do a full circle to get to a point they could
reach if a 14-kilometre road were constructed.
But the Mines Department will not release the
land. The Department of Lands decided to with-
draw two blocks that would have made it
worthwhile to open the road.
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At the time of opening up an area of land the
Government, in co-operation financially with the
local shire, usually puts a road through to service
the land. The shire involved with this land fully
supports the construction of the road and has
asked that the farmers in the area be able to ben-
efit from the thousands of dollars each farmer
would save as a result or the lesser distance he
would have to travel. At present the farmers incur
a high cost to get their grain to the bins and
superphosphate to the farm. In the last two
months I would say I have had letters from every
farmer in that area. I have brought this matter to
the attention of the Council because I have
already forwarded correspondence on the matter
to the Minister, but have not received a reply.

Hon. Peter Dowding: To whom did you forward
it?

Hon. TOM KNIGHT: I forwarded it to the
Minister responsible for main roads. We have had
occasion before to raise matters in the Address-in-
Reply, which is a way to have a Minister consider
a matter. In all cases previously the Minister has
considered the matters raised; and that is the
reason for my raising these matters tonight.

The next matter relates to a proposed motion,
so I will not go into it in great detail. However,
great concern is felt in my area about the pro-
posed closure of the Mt. Barker racecourse. Many
things have been said and many people are con-
cerned. You, Mr Deputy President (Hon. D. .J.
Wordsworth), would be aware of the amount of
money spent on the race-course at Mt. Barker,
and of the involvement of the Mt. Barker Racing
Club in the great southern racing round. The
Racecourse Development Trust has contributed
large sums of money to build up the amentities
and so forth at that racecourse.

I have kept the Minister informed of every
Press release and letter on the subject. I have re-
ceived a number of letters from concerned people
and they are before the Minister and the depart-
ment.

I do not want the Western Australian Turf
Club to close down the Mt. Barker club , and if we
keep on the pressure it may not do so. it appears
the WATC is trying to squeeze out the little clubs
so that it can have more race days itself. This is
one of the greatest deterrents to decentralisation
of our recreation in the area. We have decentra-
lisation of industry, education, and so on; we
should have also the decentralisation of our rec-
reation. People go to the area as tourists and wish
to pursue recreational activities. Many people like
to go to a race meeting, and the Mt. Barker race
club in conjunction with the Albany club op-

crates, over a period of some four months, the
regular Saturday race meetings which are an
integral part of the recreational activities in the
Albany and Mt. Barker areas. I hope the Minister
will bear this in mind and not allow the WATC to
make a decision to close this small club. I hope
the House will support the motion to be brought
before it following the deliberations of the Honor-
ary Royal Commission on racing and trotting,
which took place last year.

I have numerous Press reports about this mat-
ter, which I could read to the House. They would
make members aware of the situation; but it has
been raised previously, and I have sent the Minis-
ter all the information. I hope this case will be
considered and that my remarks will be of benefit
to the people in the great southern region and
help other small clubs.

I have a proposal in letter form from the
Parents and Citizens Association of the North
Albany High School. The association has re-
quested my support for its proposal, and that I
pass it to the Minister, which I have done. The
letter represents the proposal better than I could
off the cuff, so I will read it into Hansard, which
will ensure that the Minister is aware of it-

The parents of children attending the
North Albany High School are most anxious
that you give consideration to the upgrading
of the North Albany High School to senior
high school status by providing *for a Year I I
in 1985 anda Year 12 in 1986.

It is obvious that the association is looking ahead.
Its members do not demand anything at the mo-
ment, but the proposal is brought forward for the
Minister's consideration. I believe it should have
his support. The letter represents the correct situ-
ation. To continue-

It was pointed out that a larger number of
students are now going on to Year I I and
that by 1984 we will have about the same
lower school population as the Albany Senior
High School and can therefore expect to
have the same percentage of students going
on to Year 11.- The Albany Shire Council an-
ticipates the completion and sealing of Mer-
cer and Mason Roads in 1984 and this would
mean that children from the Flinders Park
Primary School catchment area would then
have more direct access to the North Albany
High School than they would to the Albany
Senior High School. It is felt that there
would be a high retention rate, to Years I I
and 12, of children from this area.

The North Albany High School has a good
number and range of facilities, such as gym-
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nasium, performing arts centre, seminar
rooms and industrial arts, and by 1985 we
expect to have even more so that the ad-
ditional building would be minimal. It was
noted that several schools in positions similar
to ours have been given the rank of senior
high school, e.g. Newton Moore High School
in Bunbury and John Wilcox High School in
Geraldton.

It is the parents' hope that the school will
strive to give status and recognition to upper
school courses not related to the T.A.E. The
increasing number of students returning to
school because of unemployment necessitates
an increase in the range of courses available
to them. It was slated that 95% of upper
school students are doing studies aimed at
T.A.E. and it was felt that For a lot of these
students the content of the courses was of
questionable relevance.

The proximity of the North Albany High
School to the Albany Technical College gives
a great advantage to the establishment of
link courses involving the two institutions as
both can readily share facilities.

While we feel that there is a need and
scope for more non-T.A.E. courses, these
need not be at the expense of options usually
availablc in senior high schools. Here is an
opportunity to employ more teachers, even on
a part-time basis and it should be possible to
share specialist teachers, for the less popular
options, with the Albany Senior High School.
The fact that, in Albany Music and French
teachers visit different schools, shows that
this is quite feasible.

There is a general feeling among students,
staff and parents that there have been ben-
efits to all of us in having such a small
school. There is a good parent-teacher re-
lationship; children are very happy here and
because everyone is known and appreciated
they can feel greater self esteem.

Therc is a good staff liaison, so that staff
can, and do, help each other with transfer of
skills taught from one subject to another.
Having only a small number of feeder Pri-
mary Schools, staff have also been able to es-
tablish a useful working relationship with
teachers from these schools to the great ben-
eFit of students.

We trust that you will give this matter
earnest consideration and that you will be
able to help us to help our children achieve
their maximum potential.

I support that proposal.

I refer now to Lake Varley and, in particular, a
matter that always seems to be of concern in
South Province-water. In the last 12 months
Lake Varley has suffered extreme conditions. The
fact that the local residents have run out of water
has not helped the situation. Some eight to 10
families live in the township and have their own
storage tanks, but on occasions have had to rely
on carting sources when their supplies have been
low, as they were last summer.

At this time of the year residents annually face
water shortage problems and I am informed that
the present situation is grave. The nearest supplies
of water are at Holt Rock and Purnta Rocks and
those supplies are almost dry. The nearest source
is Machettis, which is half-way between Lake
Varley and Newdegate some 60 kilometres away.
Denmpster Rock, which is rive kilometres away,
does not have acceptable drinking water. The
supplies that are available are too far away to
make it economical for the Government to cart
water for the people, or the people in the township
to cart the water.

The Shire of Lake Grace has a 20 000-gallon
storage tank in Lake Varley, which services the
school sewerage and the health centre but is not
normally available for public use. Last year, due
to critical shortages, the shire undertook to cart
10000 gallons to the tank, and the water was
then made available for household use to tide resi-
dents over until the rains came.

At the moment it is considered that a catch-
ment area or a dam will have to be constructed, or
something that will allow these people a regular
and permanent water supply. As I have said,
water must be transported from 60 kilometres
away, a 120-kilometre round trip for household
supplies. There are not many places in this State
where that situation occurs, and it is hard to im-
agine that it happens in this day and age with the
advances we have made in water supplies for
country areas.

I would like the Minister to be aware of the
situation. Correspondence has been sent to him
and he has indicated that the matter will be
looked at, but to the people of Lake Varley,
yesterday is too late. The water supply will run
out shortly, and if money is not provided in this
Budget for a better supply or better storage facili-
ties at Lake Varley another summer will be lost.
If the following Budget does not assist, another
winter and another summer will be lost. The
people of Lake Varley may have to go through
two more dry summers of carting water 120 kilo-
metres to the township. This matter is worthy of
bringing to the attention of the Legislative Coun-
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cii and hopefully the Minister is aware of it and
will help.

Another matter that is often raised by country
members is that of tendering for Government ve-
hicles and equipment in country areas. The com-
plaints come in thick and heavy year after year
that machinery is tendered to Perth contractors
without allowing even a remote chance for the
tenders to be won by contractors in local areas. It
is said that vehicles have to be brought to the
depot in Perth before they can be sent to the
country from where they may have been tendered
in the first place.

We have not been successful in all these years
to get the system changed so that country dealers
can be considered on the same basis as city
dealers. Why should it not be the case that
country dealers dealing in vehicles such as
Holdens and Fords and in equipment which is
sold Australia-wide and all over the world, are
able to tender on the same basis as city dlealers in
fact, why should preference not be given to
country dealers in the supply of this equipment?

Last year the point was made to me by a fuel
injection firm in Albany that it had been ap-
proached by the Main Roads Department to do
some work on a fuel injection unit of a vehicle.
The company gave a quotation of $1 200 but the
department said it was too high. The firm was
told that the department had a ceiling on what it
could do in the area, and that the unit must be
sent to Perth to be fitted.

This fuel injection serviceman is probably the
best in Western Australia. The people in Perth
who obtained the contract sent the unit to this
businessman in Albany to have it put together,
and he charged the $1 200 he originally quoted
the department. The company in Perth put its cop
on top of the $1 200 and the freight to and from
Albany. In addition there would have been freight
costs for the unit to go from Albany to Perth and
back again to the department, when the work
could have been done in Albany to sta rt with. It is
time for Government departments and the
Government Stores Department to look at the
situation of tendering in country areas so that
country areas get their share of the cake.

It is most important that we work towards de-
cenitralisation. and the best place to start is at
Government level. I want this recorded so that
hopefully something will be done in the next few
years in regard to country dealerships.

The next item to which I refer concerns water.
You, Mr Deputy President, would be aware of the
water problems experienced in Jerramungup last
summer. Members would be aware of the drought

that has been experienced in that area over the
last couple of seasons.

Jerramungup is the latest local governing auth-
ority to be developed in Western Australia, and
that was the result of a split with the Shire of
Onowangerup. As a result the population of
Jerramungup is increasing quickly and the town is
growing rapidly.

The town is experiencing water shortages owing
to the build-up of population, but nothing has
been done. I have contacted the Minister and he
advised that he would look into the matter after
the Budget has been brought down. If the matter
is investigated after the Budget the same situation
as occurred in Lake Varley will occur in
Jerramungup and it will be at least three summers
before anything is done.

I ask the Minister to investigate both towns to
ascertain if some interim expenditure could be
provided to enable work to be undertaken in order
that next winter's rains can be utilised. A start to
allow more run-off from the dams will put the
towns in a better position. The towns will not stop
growing just because water is not available.
Water is the mainstay of everything today. If we
had water in central Australia we would have
some of the best farming areas in the world. To
have a town that is deprived of an adequate water
supply is disastrous and the Minister should make
available some interim funding in the Budget or
after the Budget to start work on the
Jerramungup and Lake Varley water supplies.

Another thorn in the side of the people of
Albany has been that successive Governments
have considered it almost worthless to provide a
subsidy for the establishment of a swimming pool
in Albany. Some subsidies granted to inland
towns for swimming pools have been almost
double those granted to coastal towns. A town the
size of Albany has a potential for greater sporting
facilities. The people of Albany are deprived of
the opportunity to participate in swimming activi-
ties. It has an excellent lifesaving association. The
town council is asking the Government to contrib-
ute one-third of the approximately $I million cost
of a swimming pool. The facility could be used by
the schools, and I do not believe that it is too
much to ask of the Government. A hard-working
committee has raised money already towards this
facility, and the shire council, as well as the town
council, has agreed to provide funds for it.

Regionalisation is one way the Government
could get into the picture by contributing towards
a magnificent swimming pool that would benefit
the people of that region, because it would service
towns like Walpole, Bremer Bay, Onowangerup,
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Jerramungup, and others. The project should be
undertaken on a regional basis. Every week that
we delay the price will be increased. If Albany
does not obtain a swimming pool shortly it will
never have one, because it will not be able to
afford it.

On a visit to Albany some weeks ago, the Prem-
ier, in all fairness, at a meeting with representa-
tives of the Albany Tourist Bureau, asked them to
put forward a proposal to him in regard to the
swimming pool, which he said he would give
serious consideration. I am sure he will do that.
However, the matter should be brought to the at-
tention of this House and the appropriate Minis-
ter so that when Mr Burke is considering the situ-
ation he will receive some support from that quar-
ter.

The next matter of great concern to me, to the
people of Albany. and to the region, is the loss of
wool selling facilities at the Albany wool stores.
Some time ago I wrote to the Premier and I
would like to read that letter to the House in
order that it is incorporated in Hansard. It sets
out the reasons that the wool selling facilities in
Albany should remain and the effect it will have
on the region if they are closed. It reads as fol-
lows-

Dear Premier,
I have received an invitation from the

Albany Chamber of Commerce to attend a
meeting on March 30th in the Albany Town
Council Chambers to decide the future of
Albany as a wool selling centre. I understand
a proposal is to be put forward to cease sell-
ing wool through Albany and for it to be-
come solely a wool handling centre. This pro-
posal, I consider, is a retrograde step and not
in the interests of dlecentralisation and the
Great Southern Region, particularly the Port
of Albany where millions of dollars have
been spent by Governments in building up
first class port facilities.

Every available opportunity should be used
to oppose any decline in the wool handling
and selling facilities in Albany.

Suggestions have been made that Albany's
future as a centre for wool sales, handling
and export is in the hands of the producers.
The region yielded some 350 000 bales last
year, of which 136 000 were handled through
Albany.

The reason that people do not send wool on to
Albany is because of this proposed move; the
people want to see their wool sold. They want to
know what they will receive for it and they want
to see their region supported. Why should they

have to travel 300 or 400 miles to Fremantle in
order to sell their wool? The letter continues-

I would like to make some positive sugges-
tions towards ways of easing the current
problems facing this vital industry:-

I. Zoning similar to that of the Co-Op-
erative Bulk Handling's arrangements
with grain. Determination of the areas
that would send wool to Albany and
areas outside the boundaries would go to
Fremantle. This system would ensure
the stability of Albany and make it a
truly regional operation.

It is said it cannot be done, but we should look at
CBH and say, "if it cannot be done for wool, why
is it being done for grain?" We have grain ports
in Albany, Esperance, and Bunbury; so why can
we not have the same for wool? The letter con-
tin ues-

2. Westrail's proposal for building new
wagons for the cartage of wool from
Albany to Fremantle which is estimated
to save $2.50 to $2.80 per bale. The tax-
payer will obviously be paying for these
wagons and the reduced cost of bales, I
believe the cost will be in the vicinity of
$2/3 million.
One of the major obstacles facing
Albany is the lack of a high density
dumping machine which would cost
around SI million.
I suggest that it would be better to
supply the $1 million dumping machine
in preference to the new rail wagons,
and the balance of the money saved
could be spent on promotion of the
Albany Port. An added incentive would
also be a subsidy on rail freighting into
the Albany port from the gazetted areas.

Such a suggestion would ensure retention
of the two centres of Albany and Femantle.

A further suggestion which I consider
bears merit is:-

3. Port to Port subsidies-where the natu-
ral resources of a region produce an ex-
port and that product is moved by land
link from the Port servicing the region to
another port for shipment, then the ship-
per responsible pays a penalty to the
port equal to the amount lost to that
port in port fees, bunkering, labour etc.
In the event of the shipper not paying
the penalty, the port through which the
product is shipped penalises the shipper
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and pays the port disadvantaged by their
action.

Yours is a Government believing in decen-
tralisation and whilst the present situation is
allowed to continue West Australian people
are suffering through the actions of this con-
glomerate, i.e.-the shipping conference
which, if it had it's way would have all ex-
ports through Sydney.

Now we know the reason that years ago the Con-
ference line mooted the idea that all shipping in
Australia should be through one port, Sydney.
Following pressure from different Governments, it
agreed to look at the capital cities of Brisbane,
Sydney, Adelaide, Melbourne, and Perth. There
are also similar provincial ports supplying goods,
yet the Government stood by the conglomerate, in
my opinion, to the detriment of Australia, the
Australian shippers, and Australian exporters.
The sooner we make moves to break that Confer-
ence line and offer the opportunity to other ship-
ping lines-there are plenty of them looking for
work-the better. The closed shop attitude that
exists with regard to Australian shipping should
be looked at. because if we can transport the
product overseas more cheaply, we will have more
markets available for our exports. The letter con-
ti nucs-

I consider the points I have raised warrant
investigation, as, given the opportunity there
may be three realistic ways of overcoming
the present problems which could well lead to
the demise of Albany as a wool selling centre.
It is up to your Government to intervene and
take immediate steps towards reconciling the
problems, in fact, unless Albany is retained
as a wool selling centre I can see us losing the
total facility and then the opportunity of ex-
porting wool from the Port will be totally
lost.

As members would be aware, over the years there
has been a steady demise of the Albany wool
stores owing to the fact that we were not shipping
through the Port of Albany- One of the sugges-
tions I have put forward is that we use the Ports
of Fremantle and Albany and work on the basis
that they ship to Japan or Europe instead of
running empty trains one way to pick wool up
from Albany to be held in Fremantle. Let us use
one port to service Japan and the other port to
service Europe. This way the railway pays and
both ports are utilised. Successive Governments
have provided money for this service over the
years and we must retain and utilise it, not waste
the millions of dollars of port facilities to satisfy a
few who wish to dominate the trade.

The next point is possibly only a small one and
I have raised it before. It concerns the Cranbrook
Police Station, which is in a disastrous condition.
It is completely outmoded and has one little room
which is used as a court and an office for the
policemen in charge which is a disgrace. This is
totally unacceptable.

For years we have been promised this police
station. Its status went from "low priority", to
"reasonable priority", to "priority", and the last I
heard it was "high priority". I hope that the
Cranbrook Police Station is included in the
Budget this year. I believe proposals have been
put forward to build a courthouse also and I want
to raise that matter this evening as well.

The next matter I refer to is one which I believe
is of great concern to all Western Australians,
and not to just those in Albany and in the South
Province-the present run of bank robberies. I
have heard comments on these bank robberies
from the present Government, from the Minister,
and even from members of the Police Force. The
headlines in the Daily News of Thursday, 25
August, said quite bluntly, "Judges let us down
say police", and the article commences,
"Detectives who catch armed robbers say they are
being let down by judges".

Wherever one goes today one hears of another
bank robbery. We also hear comments about the
terms of imprisonment for this crime. People say
that if we do not make the punishment Fit the
crime, we will never stop the crime. We have been
too soft with the penalties. An appeal is currently
before the courts to ensure that three armed rob-
bers have their sentences increased. I believe the
sentences in these cases were from 15 to 20
months. These criminals were not just robbing a
bank, they were doing so when armed. They were
threatening the lives of the people behind the
counters.

I know the Government is just as concerned
about this matter as is the Opposition but it is not
doing anything about it. Mr Berinson said that
the robbery laWS are tough; he was quoted as say-
ing that he believed heavy minimum sentences
were not the way to stop armed robberies. He said
the penalties are tough already. I just do not be-
lieve that they are tough enough. We have to
make the penalty for that crime-which is an
everyday occurrence now-so tough that the
criminals are discouraged. We have now reached
the stage where a 16-year-old boy walked into a
building society and demanded money. Where is
it to stop? I read in a paper recently that in
America a 10-year-old boy robbed a bank. We
will get to that here if the penalties are not in-
creased.
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1 hope that within the next few weeks the
Government will bring forward some legislation to
increase the penalties for bank robberies. 1 give
fair warning that if this does not happen, private
members will have to introduce a Bill to do some-
thing about it. Every bank officer to whom one
talks is concerned about it and people in the street
are talking about it.

Hon. J. M. Berinson:- Have you come to any
conclusion what would be an appropriate penalty?

Hon. TOM KNIGHT: I am saying that 1 hope
the Government will do something about it, and if
not. I will take steps myself. It is no longer some-
thing we can shrug off. I think we have had 93
robberies to date this year-that is a huge
number of bank robberies. It is the people on the
other side of the counter about whom I am really
concerned. The money can be replaced somehow
or other, but one of these days someone will be
shot and we will be responsible because we did not
take action. It does not matter how harsh we
make the penalties as long as we can stop the
crime. That is the reason I have raised the matter
here tonight.

I will conclude with some remarks about police
boys' clubs. On a recent trip overseas I talked
with a member of the Washington Police Force.
One of the points made clearly to me was about
the strong concentration of police boys' clubs in
Washington. Approximately I1I years ago police
boys' clubs were on the wane in America. 1 was a
member of one of the clubs years ago. Police
officers came along and taught sports such as
boxing, and with the facilities available they
worked with the boys and showed them what
could be done. The officers did this in their spare
time, and they were not paid (or it. They should
be paid. As a result, it was young police officers
who were prominent in this field, but as these men
married and had their own families, the clubs died
out.

In Washington the Government decided that it
would legislate to fund a system whereby special
policemen organised and managed certain boys'
clubs in the city of Washington. These policemen
still had to spend some of their time on the beat
so that the boys who attended the clubs could see
the officers in their law enforcement capacity on
the streets around the city.

The boys were issued with identification cards
and another idea was formulated. American
league standard gridiron teams and baseball
teams visit the city of Washington, and when a
team was due, the Washington police officers
were issued with pictures of each team member.
The young members of the police boys' clubs had

to go up to a policeman to ask for a picture of one
of the team members. When a boy had collected a
full set of the team, he could go into a police
station, show the full set, as well as his boys' club
identification card, and in return he would be
given a free pass to that team's game. Members
will realise that this all involved a lot of contact
between the boys and the policemen.

The idea has become so successful that there
are now hundreds of clubs in the city with thou-
sands of members. The juvenile crime rate has
been cut by some 171/ per cent since this project
commenced.

I am asking the Government to look at the idea
of having police officers who are interested in
youth and who are prepared to put in part of their
time in administering, managing, and working
with the boys in police youth clubs, and the other
half of the time working actively as law enforce-
menit officers. I do not know whether we could in-
corporate the other idea I have referred to, but it
may be that the WACA or the football league
would agree to give free passes, through the
Police Force, to the boys when big interstate
games are on. The whole idea is to make the
young people eager to approach policemen to col-
lect these photographs. This means constant con-
tact so that the boys are no longer afraid to ap-
proach a policeman if a problem arises. They no
longer look on policemen as someone to penalise
them for doing something wrong.

The police officers become the boys' friends,
their advisers, and their sportsmasters. The club
keeps the boys off the street and the public re-
lations aspect of the whole exercise is so success-
ful that it has cut down the juvenile crime in
Washington. It is a very worthwhile project. I
mention that matter for what it is worth because,
from talking to the officers in Washington, they
are very pleased with the success of the project. I
cannot see why it would not work in other parts of
the world.

I support the motion.
HON. NEIL OLIVER (West) (9,39 p.m.]:. I

rise to support the Motion moved by the Hon.
Robert Hetherington. I was a little disappointed
because, when he moved the motion, we heard
basically the old story again. I would have
thought that the Hon. Robert Hetherington might
have taken the opportunity to have been a little
more original in moving the Address-int-Reply and
that we would have heard a better contribution
from him than his number one speech.

Part of the honourable member's speech ex-
pressed his concern about the fact that we are
moving in dangerous times. Frankly, with the
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changes in Government that have occurred in
Australia, I could not agree with him more-we
are moving in dangerous times. The other point he
made was that he felt Governments were in a pos-
ition to make changes that are relevant to the
situation Australia is in today. I do not believe
any member of Parliament or any Government
can change the economic situation in which Aus-
tralia is in today, and anyone who thinks they can
change our situation is in for a great shock. The
only actions Governments can take is to set the
atmosphere in which private enterprise can
flourish. It is private enterprise that will lead the
recovery of Australia, provided that Governments
will leave it alone and let it get on with it.

Normally, out of respect to the Monarch, the
Address-in-Reply debate is preceded only by
urgent legislative items. So, even if a little de-
layed, I would like to take this opportunity to wel-
come formally the new members to the Parlia-
ment although I have already done that infor-
mally. I trust that they will gain great satisfaction
out of the onerous position in public life they have
taken on, and all the responsibilities that go with
it. I know it is a challenge to them. I hope they
enjoy it: I am sure they will make a contribution
and that they will find it rewarding. I would like
to congratulate the President on his re-election to
office as well as the Chairman of Committees and
his deputies and other members who fill official
positions in this Parliament. It would be remiss of
.me not to extend congratulations to the new Min-
isters and especially to the Hon. Des Dans in his
capacity as Leader of the Government.

It is some months now since we had the aus-
terity opening of Parliament. The Governor's
Speech did not spell out any major Government
initiatives other than the introduction of the legis-
lation for prices control. What a great failure that
prices control legislation has been, and what a
waste of time it was to bring together these
Houses of Parliament to pass that legislation. It
has been a major failure. One of the major items
of concern at the time was the price of petrol. I
believe it was then 39.9 a litre.

Hon. Garry Kelly: It was 43c or 44c.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: That was for super pet-
rol. I believe the price is now 49.9c per litre.

Hon. Garry Kelly: It was 44c for super.
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: It was a special situation

in which they went about-

Hon. Garry Kelly: It was 44c.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: The Hon. Garry Kelly
can check his own figures. l am using mine.

We have seen a massive increase of more than
12 per cent in the price of petrol. That shows how
inadequate was the legislation, and what a waste
of time it was. Consider the costs involved.

After that short sitting, the Parliament went
into recess, but it was not prorogued. I had cx-
pectcd that the Parliament would be prorogued
and I was expecting the same sort of opening of
the Parliament that we had when the Labor Party
first came into office in 1971. That was certainly
not an austerity opening.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Think of all the money we
saved.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: That was perhaps the
most expensive opening of Parliament we have
had in the last 20 or 30 years. It was a
magnificienit display.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: After nine years of Lib-
eral Government, we had nothing left.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: There was no protocol at
the 1971 opening-no massed bands and no how-
itzer down in the Domain to fire a salute. We had
a full-scale fireworks display-rockets, and every-
thing associated with them-to announce to the
people of Perth that the Labor Government had
come to power, and that the Parliament was sit-
ting. That evening, the whole of the Esplanade
was arrayed with a Fireworks display.

This year we did not have that type of opening
of Parliament, due to austerity measures.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Difficult times!
Hon. P. G. Pendal: We might have another

opening next week.
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: Perhaps we will have a

few openings of the Parliament because the
Government cannot manage its legislative pro-
gramme.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Opening your mouths to
put your feet in-that is all the openings we see.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I have heard there will
be a big shuffle in the Ministry. The rumour has
it that the events of today will bring that event
forward earlier than anticipated.

When we came back in late July, it was not to
another opening of the Parliament, but to a state-
ment by the Premier in the Legislative Assemby
and by the Leader of the House here. I wondered
about that. I was a little concerned, because I had
been told that we would have a full opening of
Parliament. I understand the catering arrange-
ments had been made-I do not think the pies
were actually in the oven, but the preparations
were well and truly advanced for a full-scale
opening of the Parliament. In fact, the ceremonial
guard had been practising in preparation.
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Mr Deputy President (Hon. D. J.
Wordsworth), I draw your attention to the cir-
cumstances in which members serve in this Parlia-
ment. We know that Standing Order No. 48 reads
as follows-

A Member who is absent for more than six
consecutive sittings oF the Council without
leave duly granted shall be deemed guilty of
contempt, and may be dealt with under
Standing Order No. H12.

That means the member is required to answer to
the House for his absence. We also know that
leave of absence may be given to a member by the
Council, on a motion normally moved by one of
the Whips. Or course, Standing Order No. 47
provides-

If a member fails to attend the Council for
one entire Session without the permission of
the Council (such permission being entered
in the Minutes) his seat thereupon becomes
vacant.

What happened was that the Government decided
to prorogue the Parliament and have an opening.
We had had the session to pass the prices legis-
lation, and the Governor opened that session.
That lasted for only three days. It happened that
some Labor members of Parliament were absent
at that time.

Hon. Tom Stephens: That is not true.
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: If the Parliament were

to be prorogued, that would require a by-election.
Hon. Tom Stephens: Name the members?
Hon. Peter Dowding: Don't confuse us with

facts.
Hon. NEI L OLIVER: This is how I understand

it. because I was told so.
Hon. Peter Dowding: I see. Hearsay!
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: As members know, if

one wants to learn anything about what is going
on around this place, one asks the attendants.
They can tell members better than the Whips can.
The rumour was that preparations for the opening
were well and truly advanced, but suddenly it was
found that a member was absent.

Hon. Tom Stephens: That is not the case, so do
not keep saying it.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: Had the Parliament
been prorogued, a by-election would have had to
be held. I congratulate the Government for not
proroguing the Parliament because the expense
associated with the by-election would have been
unwarranted.

Instead of having the opening, with the
Governor's Speech setting out the Government's

proposed legislation, it was necessary for the
Premier and the Leader of the House to seek
leave in their respective Houses to make state-
ments.

That was sheer mismanagement. It shows the
lack of understanding on the part of the Govern-
ment. It showed the Government's lack of ability
to control its own legislative programme. It
showed lack of knowledge of the manner in which
the Parliament operates. Again this afternoon we
saw the same sort of thing.

I return to the subject of prices. None of us
could say that the ailing private sector needs con-
trol over prices. The private sector is expected to
control prices while the Burke Labor Government
cannot control its own prices. We have just seen a
string or increases-and I will not bather to elab-
orate on them-in Government service charges
and taxes. The Government cannot manage its
own affairs, so fancy legislating to expect the
ailing private sector to suffer prices control when
everybody is in difficulties!

Following the speech by the Hon. Sob
Hetherington-

Hon. Peter Dowding: Did you know that the
State Energy Commission was left this year, for
the first time in its history, with a SI13 million
deficit, by the outgoing Liberal Government? Did
you know that?

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. D. J.
Wordsworth): The Hon. Neil Oliver will continue
his speech.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: The people do not believe
you.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: When the Budget papers
are introduced, I will be anxious to have a look at
the figures in those areas and compare them with
the figures for last year. If the Minister who is
interjecting believes that there was some incom-
petence or mismanagement in his portfolio, no
doubt he will have the opportunity to explain it
when the Budget is debated in this House.

I was disappointed at the fact that the Hon.
Bob Hetherington should once again raise elec-
toral changes when he moved the Address-in-
Reply in this House. I know that one of our mem-
bers did so once before; but we are becoming sick
and tired of it.

When I came to the House, I was not what one
would call fully versed in electoral matters; but I
am astounded that over a period of time we have
heard so many speeches on the subject. I do not
know whether it is a fact that the members do not
do their homework on other subjects, so when
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they come into the Chamber they grab No. I
speech and repeal it. That is a shame.

Hon. Tom Stephens: It is your distortion of
those electoral laws, with so many amendments-

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: On the opening day, the
Leader of the House sought leave to introduce a
Bill for an Act to reform the Legislative Coun-.
cil-the Privilege Bill.

Hon. Carry Kelly: And boy, does it need
reform!

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: Since then, we have
heard a series of speeches contrary to the Stand-
ing Orders. This Bill was on the "Notice Paper",
and the topic should not have been discussed. We
have heard it discussed time and time again; so
we just tune out and let it go on.

It is a shame that the new members are doing
the same thing. They should be more imaginative
and more original.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Hope springs eternal.
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: The majority of them

covered this topic in their maiden speeches.
Hon. Peter Dowding: You must be a bit embar-

rassed with the Queensland Liberal Party's stance
on the gerrymander.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: We have seen a well-or-
chestrated propaganda campaign for a long time.
We have listened to this propaganda. As I under-
stand it, it has been running for 10 or I5 years-

Hon. C. C. MacKinnon: Since Arthur Tonkin
got in.

Several members interjected.
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I have debated this sub-

ject so many times-
Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon. D. J.
Wordsworth): We will have one debate only. The
Hon. Neil Oliver.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I have debated the sub-
ject many times. I even have it on tape and I will
have a few copies of it made, if necessary. It was
recorded by Duncan Graham from 6NR.' I ar-
ranged for the recording of it. I debated the mat-
ter with two prominent Labor candidates and
Labor officials who now serve in various
capacities in the Trades Hall. They admitted at
the public meeting attended by 120 to 150 peopl
that the reason the Labor Party did not win seats
in the Legislative Council was because they did
not Field good candidates.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Look at the quality on
this side of the House.

Hon. P. G. Pendal: That is what he is talking
about.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I am happy to provide
the tape Mr Duncan Graham made for me. If
members wish, I could arrange seating in the Sel-
ect Committee room, and play it for the benefit of
the Labor Party.

We have seen significant changes on many oc-
casions in Australia.

Hon. Garry Kelly: You will see another one in
October.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: We have seen Labor
Governments come to power in many States. I
will watch this with interest because, frankly, I do
not think we as an Opposition need to do much. It
would be far better to leave it alone. At times, we
make suggestions on how the Government should
do things, and it seems to take note of what we
say.

I think it would be far better to let them con-
tinue as they are, because they will get their just
desserts in the very near future. I cannot under-
stand how they expect to be able to come to grips
with the problems facing the country today. They
seem to show confidence, and I can only put that
down to arrogance based on ignorance.

I am also interested to see how the Government
is to handle its left wing, which has been reason-
ably quiet to date. Major problems seem to be
brewing in the Pilbara, problems which will have
far-reaching effects on Australia's future. I am
watching with interest to see how the left wing of
the Labor Party reacts to the situation.

At present it seems to be very carefully under
the control of the Government. What has hap-
pened in both the State and Federal spheres is
that the Premier and the Prime Minister have
taken those portfolios which relate to the greenies
and other people with the "stop everything"
syndrome. I presume the Premier has taken these
portfolios so that at the monthly Labor lay party
meetings, should the left wing put forward mo-
tions which could be a serious embarrassment to
the Government, the Premier is able to use a little
more muscle and point out to the delegates the
political detriment that would flow from the ac-
ceptance of the motions. There is no one-vote-one-
value in the Labor lay party's constitutional ar-
rangements: its system of voting is totally differ-
ent from what the Government has proposed here.
I will be very interested to see how this kangaroo
lobby, which seems to have remained dormant up
to now, will use its muscle, because it is without
doubt an anti-business and anti-capital movement
concerned to obstruct progress rather than to pro-
vide for the future of Australians.
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The Labor left wing has kept the ALP out of
office for many years. The left wing does not want
Government; it does not want responsibility. It is
an unruly, undisciplined group; it is an embarrass-
ment to the ALP. I will not be the only one who
follows its activities; even members of the Govern-
ment will be watching it, and I am sure the media
will also be watching it. In the past, Labor
Governments have shown an inability to control
the left wing.

Another area of troubled water for the Govern-
ment involves its welfare boom and its public sec-
tor spending, which all add up to public sector in-
flation. Considering the Government's philo-
sophies, how can it expect to come to grips with
an expanding public purse and a declining private
sector profitability? The Federal Government just
cannot keep on with an $8.6 billion deficit. It is
impossible.

I was interested to read Adam Smith's work
titled "The Wealth of Nations". How could the
Labor Party ever accept his philosophy; it
certainly cannot accept the capitalistic philos-
ophy.

Switzerland is probably the most capitalistic
country in the world. It is also a very militaristic
sort of country because it has national service.
Every Swiss person up to the age of 60 years has a
rifle in his home. The Swiss do not have bank rob-
beries, because everyone has a gun.

Switzerland has an unemployment figure of
minus I per cent.

Hon. Peter Dowding: Is that why the unem-
ployed youth were rioting in Zurich?

Hon. NEI L OLIVER: When the Swiss Govern-
ment is faced with a major issue it holds a
referendum. It cannot put the same referendum to
the people every year so it sometimes puts up the
same referendum every three years. In 1977 the
people were asked to vote at a referendum on the
question of reducing working hours from 44 hours
to 40 hours a week. They rejected it.

In 1981 the Government decided to have
another go, but this time it decided to ask the
people if they wanted a 42-hour week.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Are you advocating a 44-
hour week?

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: It is hard for the Hon.
Garry Kelly to understand all this because he has
never worked those hours; he has never worked a
40-hour week.

The Swiss Government decided on the compro-
misc of 42 hours, but that referendum was re-
jected also.

Switzerland has very high productivity and it is
a country that suffers the problems of technology
competition from Japan. Yet it has to import
labour because it is short of labour. Incidentally,
the hours a person works are dependent on the
position he takes. A person can work 60 hours a
week if he likes. There is no overtime; the people
work whatever times are relevant to the position
they hold. They are reasonably happy people. I do
not know why they voted against the referendum,
but they did.

But to return to my earlier point, the Labor
Party would not be able to comprehend Adam
Smith's philosophy contained in "The Wealth of
Nations", a philosophy which involves a little self-
ishness. Adam Smith argued that if the goal was
wealth, the productive individual should be free of
all State controls, such as domestic and foreign
trade, in accordance with a system of natural lib-
erty. In total liberty, he said, wealth would
necessarily be produced on a scale yet unforeseen.
Co-operati on among men would flow naturally
from self-interest alone. It is not from the benev-
olence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker
that we expect our dinner, but from their regard
to their own self-interest. The total interacting
self-interests will find in nature a spontaneous
form of self-regulation-namely the law of supply
and demand. This natural order, working through
the self-interest of individualism, without their
knowledge, promotes the public interest. As every
individual, therefore, endeavours as much as he
can, both to employ his capital in the support of
industry, and so that his produce may be of the
highest value, every individual necessarily labours
to render the annual revenues of the society as
great as he can. He generally, indeed, never
intends to promote the public interest, nor knows
by how much he is promoting it-he intends only
his own gain, and he is in this, as in many other
cases, led by an invisible hand to promote an end
which was no part of his intention.

This is what brought about the great growth of
the United States of America.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Is that why there is no pov-
erty and hunger in the United States?

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: There is hunger and
poverty in every country. I have travelled the
world and lived in several countries and seen
much more poverty in other countries than in
Australia. If the member wants to see poverty he
should go to India.

Without the might of America, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics-Russia-would not be
where it is now. When the Tsars were overthrown
in 1917, Henry Ford raced to Russia and provided
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the facilities and built the industries that made
Russia what it was. Then we had the Marshall
plan after World War 1, because Russia was un-
able to support i tsel f.

Closer to home, Adam Smith would be
interested in the activities of the Labor Party, be-
cause it espouses so much interest in enterprise
and small business. I have already spoken about
rising Government charges during the wages
freeze and the Government's going on a public
spending spree. The Government said it had to
raise charges because it did not have enough
money. The Government tells us we are in diffi-
cult times and we will have to pull in our horns. It
has told us we will have a very harsh Budget, yet
this has not deterred the Government from pro-
viding its members with lurks and perks.

Much has been said about the Government's
appointment of advisers. I do not know how many
it has; perhaps someone could interject and in-
form me. The number would probably be in the
hundreds. The Government's adviser arrangement
is really quite remarkable, because if we look
through Hansard for previous years we can see
how many times members opposite asked
questions about the work done by Mr W. W.
Mitchell and the remuneration given to him.
Many questions were asked on this subject.

I can tell members now that these advisers on
their $34 000-pius a year, less the 10 per cent
taken off when the Executive Council met last
week and the Governor assented to the Bill, are
costing more than just these peanuts. By the time
we add up the allowances, the ear, put them be-
hind the desk and give them a telephone, a sec-
retary. an adviser, an air ticket, and then let them
start roaming around the State-[ understand
they arc also representing Ministers now and
making speeches for them when Ministers cannot
attend certain Functions-a figure of $55 000 does
not even wet the whistle.

Hon. C. E. Masters: Did you know they have
just appointed an executive officer of the
reduction of remuneration co-ordination com-
mittee?

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I do not know how they
dream up names like that; it is really a matter of
alphabetical soup. If it were ever abbreviated no-
one would ever recognise what the letters stood
for, which is perhaps the aim. If a committee is
shrouded in mystery it is difficult to come to grips
with it.

I assure members that if, for example, the Lib-
eral Party, when in Government, arranged for its
State president to be employed and to front up to
the Premier's Department on an annual salary

with a vehicle provided, the matter would 'not
languish on page 45 of The West Australian; if it
did not make banner headlines on page 1, I would
go "he" for "tiggy".

At the moment, the Burke Government is en-
joying what is called a "Press honeymoon". What
a lovely time to have a Press honeymoon! I pre-
sume the Government is doing as much as it poss-
ibly can during this period; it might show a little
more restraint later.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Do you reckon the day
will come when they'll all get pregnant?

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: That is a possibility. I
suppose they will all then apply for maternity
leave. I understand that sort of leave also is
available to males.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: You have a very expans-
ive imagination, Mr Oliver.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I can assure Mr
McKenzie that one does not need an expansive
imagination when talking about this area; the
Government has been quite blatant in its activi-
ties. I recall what used to happen when Mr Owen
Salmon was Secretary of the Hospital Employees'
Union. At the time, Mr Alan Jones was the
Under Secretary for Labour and Industry. We
used to go down to Willmar House either weekly
or fortnightly to attend apprentice tribunal hear-
ings or tripartite meetings of industry. Unfortu-
nately, Mr Alan Jones did not keep good health;
in fact he has not kept good health since his re-
tirement. We used to go down to see Mr Jones, or
Mr Brian Colcutt, who occasionally took Mr
Jones' place until the meetings commenced, but it
was always Mr Owen Salmon who took the chair
as the Government's adviser and consultant to the
Minister for Labour and Industry.

I assume that this tremendous growth in the
number of Government advisers, blossoming in an
expansionary fashion as it is, is an indication that
this Government intends to move towards the
American style of administration, where various
diverse people make decisions and are ultimately
answerable to congressional or Senate com-
mittees. It is perfectly in order to seek out people
with expertise in a particular field. However, one
does not appoint 77 advisers with expertise in in-
dustrial matters. It is interesting that these so-
called industrial relations experts have been ap-
pointed at a time when this State has suffered the
most disastrous industrial dispute of recent times.
I do not know how these people are earning their
money.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: That is because we have
had to tidy up your legislation. We are still
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tidying up your rotten legislation. That is what is
wrong.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I presume these advisers
are chartering aircraft and using regular services
to travel to and from the Pilbara to endeavour to
bring about conciliation rather than confron-
tation.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: "Consensus" is the in
word.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: We have had enough of
consensus for some lime.

I wish now to raise the matter of the new for-
mat for members' entries in the current telephone
book. On 23 August this year, I asked question
214 of the Leader of the House representing the
Premier. The question was as follows-

With reference to the new issue of the
Perth White Pages Telephone Directory,
page 39-
(I) Did the State Government Information

Centre authorise the change in the man-
ner in which the Ministry and members
of Parliament telephone numbers are in-
serted?

(2) Why do the Speaker, former Speaker,
Ministers and previous Ministers of the
Assembly, still retain the designation
"honourable" whilst no similar recog-
nition is granted to their counterparts in
the Legislative Council?

I was referring there, of course, to Mr Dans, Mr
Berinson and Mr Dowding. My question con-
tinued-

(3) Why were those members or the Legis-
lative Council whose entries were
changed from the previous book not con-
sulted before such change was im-
plemented?

(4) What action will the Government take
to ensure where errors have occurred,
constituents can expeditiously contact
their elected representatives?

What I meant was that, where the telephone
numbers are incorrect, incoming calls should be
either intercepted by a recording device or
automatically transferred by machine; I know the
latter course is possible, because I have such a
machine in my electoral office. In this way our
constituents will not be disadvantaged by being
unable to contact their members. When a tele-
phone call is diverted from an incorrect number,
the call is answered by the member himself' or by
his secretary in his electoral office. My question
concluded-

(5) Was the Protocol Officer in the Prem-
ier's Department consulted?

(6) What additional cost, if any, was
involved in the new format?

The answer was as follows-
()to (6) Wide consultation occurred on the

production of the new format which was
designed to provide easier access to
Government Departments-

That certainly has nothing to do with my
question, because it does not provide easier access
to members. To continue-

-the Ministry and members of Parlia-
ment.

Again, that is incorrect because members of Par-
liament-certainly not members of a Legislative
Council-cannot be contacted easily now.

The answer continued-
Due to an oversight, the designation

"honourable" was omitted from the Legislat-
ive Council list.

I did not ask about the title of "honourable" for
all members of Parliament, either, but that is the
answer I received. The answer continued-

This was not a matter of policy and no
slight was intended. Constituents of Legislat-
ive Council members should not be disadvan-
taged.

If a constituent telephoning a member and dial-
ling the wrong number is not a disadvantage, I do
not know what is. The answer continues-

-and the matter will be rectified in the
next Issue.

The next issue will be produced in July, 1984. The
answer concluded-

There '/ias no additional cost caused by the
new format.

Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: If you care to check,
you will ind they have given one or two
"honourables" to people who are not entitled to
them; they are quite anxious to throw that title
around in the Legislative Assembly.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: There are no honour-
ables in the Legislative Council entry. The
question I asked related to Ministers.

The other point I make is that the President's
telephone number has been omitted from the new
entry; in addition, the Leader of the Opposition in
the Legislative Council has lost his listing, added
to which no reference is made to the provinces we
represent. If members care to turn to page 39 of
the current telephone book they will see that
either the answer the Leader of the House gave
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me is totally incorrect or the person who
transcribed the letter containing the new format
sent by the Clerk of the Legislative Council to the
Premier's Department is completely incompetent.
This House has a right to know whether the Min-
ister misled the House in his answer to my
question. Certainly, he did not answer my
question in any way, and concluded by apologis-
ing for the omission and stating it would not be
repeated.

The matter of correct telephone numbers is of
vital importance to members, because it enables
our constituents to contact us, and if any member
from either side of the House claims that the new
format is the correct way to handle this important
matter, I believe there is something wrong with
that member. Certainly, it would be obvious to
the public of Western Australia that something
was wrong, when they tried to contact their local
member and round they had the wrong number. I
believe this has been a deliberate move on the
part of the Government; obviously, a highly paid
adviser did the transcription.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Oh, come on!
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I believe that if a child

of five or six years who could write were given
this letter to take to the Premier's Department, he
could transcribe it and somebody else could check
in an efficient manner to make certain the entry
was correct; however, it seems this Government is
incapable of doing so.

Hon. Carry Kelly: Have you ever thought the
problem might lie at Telecom's end?

Hon. N EI L OL I VER: I should not even bother
to answer that interjection. The Government, sup-
posedly in an endeavour to make it easier for the
public, has arrived at a totally new format, and
Mr Kelly is putting forward the proposition that
somehow or other, Telecom is at fault.

Hon. Garry Kelly: Thai could be the case, with
a simple transposition of numbers.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: How do you know it was
a mistake of the Governrnent'ilt might have been
made by a private firm, which printed the entry.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I have already said that
either the Minister has told the House an untruth,
or the person who was responsible for the
transcription was incompetent. I do not know
whether that person was employed by the Govern-
ment. The job might have been farmed out to a
private advertising agency. If that is the case, it
will not remain an accredited advertising agency
for long.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: It is really much ado
about nothing, isn't it?

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: Mr McKenzie may
think it is, but I can assure him that my constitu-
ents who try to ring me and find they cannot be-
cause the telephone book entry is incorrect will
not think it is much ado about nothing.

I turn now to a matter that will be raised here
in a motion to be moved by the Hon. Fred
McKenzie. I am delighted he will bring forward
that motion; I cannot wait for it to be debated, It
concerns my electorate.

Hon. Garry Kelly: The spirit that moves you.
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: No, it is not. It concerns

a distillery in the Swan Valley.
I do not intend to go into great detail because

the motion will come before the House. I will deal
only with matters relevant to my electors. On 7
January 1983 a meeting was called at the Swan
Athletic Club by the current Labor candidate for
Mundaring. The now Premier, Mr Brian Burke,
also was there and I refer now to part of what was
said at the meeting. The Premier said the instal-
lation of a distillery was part of the ALP policy
and one would be installed as soon as it took
office. The only matters to be resolved were where
it should be located and the fact that it must be
run by a co-operative. The grape growers would
receive the money for the distillery as a loan and
it would have to be repaid.

I have asked questions about that today, but I
am told that delicate negotiations are under way
and, for the present, the Government is unable to
answer my questions. It cannot tell me where the
distillery will be built, who will operate it, and
when it will commence operating. I have not
asked for the financial details relating to it. Ap-
parently, those delicate negotiations do not worry
the advertising agency operating for the Labor
Party, because I refer now to an advertisement on
page five in The Midland Reporter of 13
September.

I remind members that I asked a question
about this and the answer I received today was
that it was not possible to provide the infor-
mation. The newspaper article said the Swan
Valley would get its distillery, according to Mr
Troy. He was quoted as saying the $400 000 for
the project had been approved.

Obviously, the Government that is concerned
about money has said "Yes, we have $400 000; we
do not care where you put the distillery or how
you operate it and market the product. We do not
know when it is going to start but you can have
$400 000". That is a good way to spend the tax-
payers' money. I will remind members of that if
anyone gets up and starts crying about the short-
age of funds. The Government is making decisions
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about spending taxpayers' funds and we will be in
for a good time because it is on a spending spree.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: You should be pleased
the distillery is going into your electorate.

Hon. NEIL OUiVER: I will be very interested
to listen to the arguments put forward when the
motion is debated. I do not want to go into detail
on the matter now.

I have been closely involved with the whole of
this operation throughout the time I have been a
member of Parliament, and I challenge any mem-
ber on the other side to debate with me anything
to do with the grape industry in the Swan Valley.
Ichallenge the Government to produce any stat-

istics it has to show how it reached its decision,
because no statistics are better than mine. I leave
that for another day.

I turn now to the question of a wine tax. During
the adjournment debate here on the Thursday be-
fore the Federal Budget was handed down, I
pleaded with the Government to make represen-
tations against the possibility of a wine tax being
introduced. Nothing happened.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: Be careful; do not go too
far.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: Mundaring appears to
be receiving considerable preference. It has been
getting preferential treatment for the last six or
seven months.

Hon. Tom Stephens: Don't you like the
Government looking after its electors?

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: Members would be
pleased to see the interest the Government has
taken; it really is superb. I have never seen such a
tremendous performance from the Government. I
never realised Ministers could spend so much time
in one place; after all, they are fairly busy people.

Hon. Fred McKenzie: It is an area that needed
attention; it was badly neglected.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I would not want to say
what attention the electorate needed.

Two new high schools and three new primary
schools have been built and $2 million extensions
to two other high schools have been carried out,
and hospital facilities provided. I almost get em-
barrased at how well the electorate is being served
by way of facilities. In the last three years, two
magnificent recreational centres have been
opened.

Hon. A. A. Lewis. Arc these actually opened,
or are they promises?

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: No, they are there; the
recreational centres are there.

Hon. A. A. Lewis: I am talking about the high
schools.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: All those things are
there, apart from the Sawyers Valley primary
school. They are not like the distillery, which the
grape growers were told would be provided im-
mediately after the election. It is now September
and the vintage is coming off the vines in
February. 1 am not referring only to a distillation
plant but to crushing bins, holding vats, storage
tanks, and the associated pumping equipment.
The equipment is endless, no matter how small
the plant.

The Government will have to pull a rabbit out
of the hat, particularly as the Premier stood up at
that meeting with the grape growers-the hall
was packed-and said that as soon as he was
elected to Government they would get the distil-
lery. It is now 14 September and there is still no
sign of it. However, delicate consultations are
taking place. The Labor candidate for Mundaring
seems to know more about it than the Minister or
the Premier because I addressed my question to
the Minister Co-ordinating Economic and Social
Development. The advisers probably should have
checked or crosschecked that question with the
Premier's advisers, but that probably was not
done.

Obviously the Labor candidate knows more
than the Minister. It is wonderful to see the
interest shown by Ministers constantly visiting the
electorate. The papers are full of it. Some of the
Ministers have been in the area without even the
Labor member knowing they were there. It be-
came so embarassing, I had to write to the Prem-
ier. We will see the results of this in the election.

When Ministers go into electorates, they drive
in rather large cars. If I am in my electorate
office, the phone rings and somebody says, "Look,
there are three or four cars lined up on the street.
A couple of them are black and a couple are
white. I think there is a Minister up here". He
says, "~Mr Oliver why aren't you here?" I say,
"Well, look, I didn't know". I jump in the car,
having told my secretary, "Any more phone calls,
tell them I am on my way up there". On the way,
I see the Minister's car heading back to town.
Then I ring the Minister and say, "Look, you
were up there". "Oh, I am terribly sorry. I didn't
realise". I say. "Well, look, you have offended
about 18 people". I am not talking about myself;
those people are offended. They had a vote last
time, and they will have one this time.

I thought it was necessary to write to the Prem-
ier about the situation. Many Ministers came, and
the newspapers had two or three photographs of
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Ministers smiling out at me; so I wrote to the
Premier and I said-

I can appreciate that with the Court of
Disputed Returns and the likelihood of a by-
election in Mandaring, that the Government
would be paying particular attention to mat-
ters in that electorate.

I did not heal around the bush with the Premier.
It was obvious what the Ministers were about.
The Government would be paying particular at-
tention to matters in that electorate, It is logical. I
mean, we are all political animals.

The Hon. Joe Berinson is experienced in poli-
tics, but he has not been up there. He is one of the
few who has not been there. Because of his experi-
ence in politics I would have expected him to be
there. Perhaps he did not have his photograph
taken. It may be that he has already been there.
but no publicity was associated with it.

In my letter to the Premier. I continued-
I am however disappointed that Your Min-

isters are not responding 10 the convention
set by all previous Governments that mem-
bers are given due notice of Ministerial visits
to their electorates.

Unfortunately, electors in Mundlaring do
not see it this way and I am continually re-
ceiving telephone calls following such visits.

To date I have only been able to advise
what the convention was and as the
guidelines have now changed, would you
please let me know the new policies in order
that I can communicate these to my constitu-
ents.

If the guidelines have been changed, I want to
know. If the Labor Party is in Mundaring, I want
to be in on the act.

I wrote my letter on 22 August, and I received
a reply on 25 August, so the Premier was speedy
in replying. I must congratulate his office for that.
In his letter he said-

Dear M r Oliver,
In reply to your letter of 22nd August, I

am unable to comment in specific terms be-
cause you mention that Members are not
being given due notice of Ministerial visits to
their electorates, but you do not quote any
examples.

I did not realise it was necessary to quote
examples, because I thought we had a Parliamen-
tary Secretary of the Cabinet and it was part of
his job to organise the Ministers' visits and corre-
late them so there was no duplication. That is the
way I understood the Parliamentary Secretary of

the Cabinet operated; but perhaps he is the Par-
liamentary Secretary in name only.

The Premier's letter continued-
I can advise that there is no new policy or

departure from the previous convention and I
have circulated advice to my Ministers to
provide details of their travel plans to all
Members of Parliament.

Given this directive, I am sure that any
failure to advise you of their travel plans was
ant isolated oversight, probably resulting from
the heavy work pressures being felt by the
Ministers and their staff.

I do not believe the letter requires any further
comment. I suppose I am being naive, but a by-
election is being held, and there has been the
possibility of a by-election for some time. There-
fore, the might of the Ministry has been thrown
into Mundaring, and the Press has been there.
The Press secretaries have made certain that the
maximum publicity has been associated with the
visits.

When one asks questions, as I did in relation to
the distillery, it is interesting to see how the
answers come back. I had another problem in my
area relating to a very good high school which has
had stage I constructed. Stage 2, which will cost
more than $2 million, was due to commence at
some time this year. I asked question 159 on 1 7
August,' and I addressed it to the Attorney Gen-
eral as the Minister representing the Minister for
Education. My questions were as follows-

(I) When will tenders be called for the next
stage of construction of Lesmurdie High
School?

(2) When is it anticipated construction will
commence?

(3) When is it programmed for the works to
be completed?

Those are reasonable questions. The Hon. J. M.
Berinson replied-

(I) to (3) It is anticipated that extensions to
the Lesmurdie High School may be
commenced in the 1983-84 capital works
programme; but it is not possible to ad-
vise of the dates for calling tenders,
commencing construction, or finishing
the building programme until the capital
works budget is finalised.

That was on 17 August-
Hon. Peter Dowding: It is not finalised yet.

That is pretty obvious.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: It has been finalised, be-
cause the principal issued the information. Rather
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than obtaining it in the Parliament, 1 just ar-
ranged to receive the Lesmurdie High School
bulletin which is issued to the parents. I cannot
obtain the information here, but I can obtain it
from the bulletin issued to the parents.

Hon. Peter Dowding: It is a matter of fact that
the Budget is not finalised.

Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I did not ask for the de-
tails; I simply asked for the broad outline of what
was happening. However, the school bulletin pro-
vided me with the full information as follows-

I have been informed that work will start
this year. that the job is to be done by PWD
day labour and will take about forty weeks to
complete. This means we expect to occupy
the buildings during the latter part of next
year. The new block will be the biggest build-
ing on site. The school will then be con-
sidered "complete" and the P and C feels
that we should celebrate the event with a for-
mal opening of the school late in 1984.

As a member of Parliament, I asked a question of
the Minister for Education. In view of the fact
that the Minister could not answer it, obviously
the Minister's department does not know what is
going on at Lesmurdie, and it cannot advise me.

I would have thought that $2 million was a
fairly large amount of taxpayers' funds, and we
should know what was happening in relation to it.
The Minister did not know; but the principal

knew, and the parents knew. When I asked the
question, I did not know any details, and I did not
receive the answer.

I have already circulated the principals of the
schools in my area, asking them to supply me with
copies of their school bulletins. That will save my
asking questions in the Parliament and embar-
rassing Ministers who do not know what is going
on in their departments. Therefore, I will be
brought up to date with what is happening, and I
will know what is likely to occur in my electorate.

Hon. Peter Dowding: You must be a bundle of
fun out there!

Hon. NElL OLIVER: Yes, it is a bundle of
fun.

Several members interjected.
Hon. NEIL OLIVER: I do not intend to con-

tinue any further other than to say that if this is
the way this Government intends to operate, it
might as well continue to do so, because if it fol-
lows this line of action, the length of time it will
serve on the Government benches will be dimin-
ished rapidly. Therefore, I am delighted to sup-
port the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. D. J.
Wordsworth.

House a djourned a t 10,.S2 p, m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTES

Man-days Losl

331. Hon. G. E. MASTERS. to the Minister [or
Industrial Relations:

How many man-days have been lost so
far in Western Australia as a result of
industrial action between I March 1983
and 12 September 1983?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

The member is referred to the Aus-
tralian Bureau of Statistics catalogue
No. 63 21.

FISHERIES

Fish Traps

332. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:
(1) Are Fishermen permitted to use fish

traps in waters in areas off-

(a) Onslow;

(b) Exmouth;

(c) Carnarvon; and

(d) Shark Bay?

(2) If so, are these fishermen or their boats
licensed to use traps?

(3) How many licences have been issued in
1983?

(4) What are the total number of licences
issued?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) In respect of Western Australian

waters-

(a) Yes;

(b) yes;,

(c) no;
{d) no.

(2) In relation to (l)(a) and (1)(b) above,
no licence endorsement is required. In
relation to (l)(c) and (1)(d) above, the
use of fish traps is prohibited and the
answer is "not applicable".

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Not applicable.

ABORIGINES

Leonora

333. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for Housing:
(I) Is it the intention of the Government to

honour the commitment of the previous
Government to build a village to accom-
modate Aboriginal fringe-dwellers, ad-
jacent to the Nambi Road in Leonora?

(2) If so, when is construction of the village
due to commence?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Funds have been allocated to commence
construction this Financial year. Actual
commencement time is dependent on re-
lease of land for subdivision by the De-
partment of Lands and Surveys and res-
olution of existing mining leases. These
matters are being pursued with urgency.

TOURISM

America's Cup: Promotional Work

334. Hon. P. G. PEN DAL, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Tour-
ism:
(1) Is the Department of Tourism currently

involved in any promotional work at
Newport, Rhode Island, in relation to
the America's Cup?

(2) If so, what is the nature of any such
work, and who are the personnel
involved?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) and (2) The Department of Tourism is
not directly involved in any promotional
work; however, the director of the de-
partment is currently on annual leave
and in Newport, Rhode Island, as
Chairman of the Royal Perth Yacht
Club's America's Cup Committee.
Should the Royal Perth Yacht Club win
the America's Cup. the director will be
involving himself fully, in a departmen-
tal capacity, with appropriate victory ar-
rangements.
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TOURISM
Badges

335. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Premier:
(1) Will the Premier please advise whether

the small Western Australian badge,
produced and used by the protocol and

touri~t departments, is to be marketed
through retail outlets?

(2) How many of these badges have been
produced?

(3) How are these badges distributed at the
present time?

(4) What has the use of these badges cost
the Government during the year ended
30 June 1983?

(5) Are Ministers provided with a supply of
badges for distribution to international
and other special visitors to Western
Australia?

(6) Would the Premier consider making a
small number of badges available, each
year, to parliamentary backbenchers for
distribution to special visitors to West-
ern Australia?

Hon. D. KC. DANS replied:

()It is not intended to market the small
Western Australian flag badge through
retail outlets.

(2) 10095.

(3) The badges are distributed by the proto-
col section of the Department of the
Premier and Cabinet and Department of
Tourism to visiting dignitaries and some
international or interstate visitors. The
badges are supplied to Ministers,
Government departments, instru-
mentalities and members of Parliament,
on request. at cost price.

(4) Badges purchased during the year ended
30 June 1983 cost $5 190.

(5) Yes, on request, and at cost price.

(6) Yes, as under the existing arrangement,
on request and at cost price.

LIQUOR: DISTILLERY
Swan Valley: Location and Operation

336. Hon. NEIL OLIVER, to the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for Econ-
omic Development and Technology:

In respect to the new distillation still
plant to be used by the grape growers in
the Swan Valley-

(1) When and at what location will the
still be installed?

(2) What organisation will be respon-
sible for its operation?

(3) How is it proposed that the product
be marketed?

(4) Will the plant and/or its associated
equipment have any alternative pro-
duction other than spirits for Forti-
fled wines and brandy?

(5) When will the still be operative?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(t) to (5) The Government is conducting
confidential negotiations concerning the
creation of the proposed distillery. None
of the member's five questions can be
answered with clarity at this stage. He
will be fully apprised of the details as
soon as they are able to be released.

ANIMALS
Kangaroos: Advisory Committee

337. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for
Agriculture:
(I) Who are the present members of the

Kangaroo Advisory Committee?

(2) Does the Government intend to alter the
structure of this committee?

(3) If so, what changes to the membership
will take place?

H-on. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) (his detail appears at page 48 of
Government Gazette No. 51 dated 21
July 1983.

(2) Not at present.

(3) Not applicable.
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DEFENCE: ARMY
Ledge Point

338. Hon. NEIL OLIVER, to the Leader of the
House representing the Premier:

I refer to the Crown land at Ledge
Point offered to the Federal Government
for use by Australian defence forces in
exchange for the land they currently
utilise at Rottnest Island-

()Are there satisfactory facilities at
Ledge Point to provide for day and
night operations by landing craft in
all weathers?

(2) If not, will the Government con-
tinue to propose the alternative site
if units using Rottnest Island are
withdrawn from Western Australia
and relocated in other States?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) and (2) See my previous answer to

question 237.

TOURISM: DEPARTMENT

Overheads: Expenditure

339. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Tour-
ism:
(1) Does the Minister stand by his assertion

that the current Department of Tourism
spends too great a proportion of its
funds on overheads and basic operating
costs?

(2) If so, what are these overheads and basic
operating costs?

(3) How will Ithe proposed tourism com-
mission change the situation where
funds are misdirected in such a way?

(4) If it is possible to identify such a mis-
spending of funds in this way, why can-
not he direct his department to spend
the moncy more effectively?

(5) In these circumstances is a new tourism
commission really necessary?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) T his information is readily available to

the honourable member, for example in
the reports published by the department.

(3) This is not a question of "misdirection"
of funds. It is a statement of fact caused
by the previous Government's attitude to
tourism and its negelut of the industry.

(4) See (3) above.

(5) Yes. Relevant tourist industry bodies
support the Government's initiative.

ELECTORAL: ELECTORS

Removal from Roll

340. Hon. TOM STEPHENS, to the Attorney
General, representing the Minister for Par-
liamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) Following the 19 February 1983 general

election, bow many electors have been
removed from the State electoral roll,
pursuant to section 156, subsection (15)
of the Electoral Act, which requires the
Chief Electoral Officer to remove from
the roll the names of any persons who
fail to return to the Electoral Office an
explanation of their failure to vote?

(2) Could the Minist -er give these details ac-
cording to electoral districts?

(3) Upon what dates were these names re-
moved from the roll?

(4) Can the Minister advise what number of
those persons did not receive the original
letter from the Chief Electoral Officer?

H-on. J. M. BERINSON replied:
(1) 31 938.
(2) and (3)

Albany
Arruadale
Ascot
Avon
Balcatta
Balga
Bunbuty
Carinirt

Cockburn
Collie
Cottefle
Dale
D~arling Range
East Melville
Esprace-Dundas
Flra
Fremantle

Cosnells
Greenough
H elena
Juurtdalup
Kalamunda
Kalgoorlie
Karritryup
Katanniog-Rue
Kimberly~

Maylndsr

Merredin
Mitchell
Moot e
MorlCY- .Sa
Mt. [awley
Mt. Marshall
Mundarn 0
Murchison-Eyre
Murdoch
Muray-Wellington

Date Removed

13/6/83 1/9/83

169 113
471 258
469 320
207 122
500 371
644 479
212 I1s
594 327
354 285
132 146
120 49
471 341
314 132
190 136

80 91
380 316
417 238
171 154
184 ill
277 177
529 271
194 97
227 168
492 276
232 95
141 173
536 316
176 96
216i 557
199 90
604 344
155 140
245 65
177 90
256 85
465 209
472 262
179 83
333 -162 177
393 219
201 73

Tolal

282
729
789
329
871

1 123
327
921
639
275
169
812
446
3 26
171
596
655
325
295
454
810
291
395
768
327
316
052
272
873
289
948
295
310
267
341
774
734
262
333
339
612
274
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Narrogin
Nttdbnds
Nollamara
Perth
Pilbara.
Rockingham
Scarborough
South Perth
Stimlling
Subiaco
Vasse
Victoria Pail
Warren
Wclshpool
Whitford

Dare Removed

13/6/63 1/9/83
172 64
378 219
375 265

1 050 634
158 179
428 196
522 393
620 387
151 55
64S 457
145 66
679 449
193 51
449) 381
625 343

Total

236
597
640

1 654
337
624
915

100?
206

1102
211

1 128
244
830
968

19630 12308 31938

(4) There is no avenue through which this
information can be obtained.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

Age Limit

341. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Attorney
General:

(1) Is it a fact that an age limit has been
placed on justices of' the peace with re-
gard to court duties?

(2) If so, what is that age limit?

(3) Does this mean that when the age limit
is attained that this person no longer
holds a commission of the peace?

I-on. J. M. BERINSON replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) 70 years.

(3) Nao

PUBLIC SERVICE: PUBLIC SERVANTS

Defence Forces Reserve Units

342. Hon- NEIL OLIVER, to the Leader of the
House representing the Premier:
In respect of employees of the Public Service
and statutory bodies serving in Australian
defence forces reserve units-

(1) Is leave granted automatically for a
member to attend an annual camp of
continuous training?

(2) If "No" to (1), at what level is the de-
cision made that leave will not be
granted?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(I) No. Leave granted is subject to depart-
mental convenience.

(2) Permanent head level.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND
INSTRUMENTALITIES

Geraldton

343. H on. TO M M cN EIL, to t he Leader of the
House representing the Premier:
(1) Would the Premier advise whether the

Government is contemplating closing
State Government departments in
Geraldton?

(2) lf so-

(a) which departments; and

(b) how many staff are involved?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied;,

(1) and (2) The Government is not con tern-
plating closure of any State Government
departments in Geraldton.
However, on 15 August 1983, Cabinet
approved the closure in Geraldton of the
Valuer General's office of the State
Taxation Department. One staff mem-
ber is involved.
See also the reply to question 360.

TOURISM

Commission: Membership

344. Hon. P.G. PENDAL, tothe Leaderofthe
House representing the Minister for Tour-
ism:

I refer to the Minister's Press statement
on 29 August 1983 and ask-

()Of the seven members of the new
tourism commission, how many will
be full-time personnel?

(2) What costs are expected to be as-
sociated with each of the seven
members?

(3) What evidence is there that the De-
partment of Tourism has failed to
effectively market Western Aus-
tralia as a tourist destination?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) It is presently envisaged that the chair-
man will be the only full-time com-
missioner.

(2) Remuneration for commissioners will be
determined by the appropriate authority.

(3) Considering the restrictions under which
the Department of Tourism operated for
the past 10 years of Liberal Government
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and the manner in which the industry
was neglected during this period, the
performance of the Department of Tour-
ism has been creditable.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE

Pilbara: Tripartite Advisory Committee

345. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:
(1) Has the Minister referred the Pilbara

dispute to the Minister's tripartite advis-
ory committee for advice?

(2) Has the Minister discussed the Pilbara
dispute with any employer organisation?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) 1 presume the member is referring to the

Minister for Industrial Relations
Tripartite Council. If this is the case, the
answer is "No", because the council's
functions preclude it from discussing
disputes which are current.

(2) Yes.

COURTS

Stipendiary Magistrates

346. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Attorney
General:
(1) Does the Government have a policy on

the term of appointment to country
towns of stipendary magistrates?

(2) If so, what is the normal term?
Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

LOTTERIES: INSTANT

Distribution: Associations and Amounts

347. Hon. TOM McNEIL, to the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for Sport
and Recreation:
(1) Would the Minister advise the sports

and the amounts allocated to those
sports from the second distribution of
sports instant lottery funds totalling
$422 150?

(2) Has there been a third or subsequent
distribution of instant lottery funds to
sport associations?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), what sporting associ-
ations received what amounts from the
third or subsequent allocations?

(4) If "No" to (2), when is it anticipated
that the next allocation will be made?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) to (4) This information will take some

time to collate and I will write to the
member in due course.

TOURISM

Commission: Savings

348. Hon. P. G. PENDAL. to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Tour-
ism:

Will the Minister outline in detail ways
in which $600 000 in operating costs will
be saved by converting the Tourism De-
partment to a tourism commission?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
The proposed commission will have
financial powers enabling operating
efficiencies not presently available.

ELECTORAL: ACT

Inquiry: Cost

349. I-In. TOM STEPHENS, to the Minister
assisting the Treasurer:

Could the Minister advise what was the
total cost for the conduct of the Elec-
toral Act inquiry that was carried out by
Judge Kay in 1978?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
$50 051.06.

COURTS

Stipendiary Magistrates

350. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Attorney
General:
(1) How many stipendiary magistrates are

there in Western Australia?

(2) How many hold appointments in the
country?

(3) In what towns do they reside?
Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
(1) 31 including the Registrar, Family

Court. One further appointment is pend-
ing.

(2) Ten.
(3) Albany

Broome
Bunbury
Carnarvon
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Derby
Geraldion
Kalgoorlie
Narrogin
Northam
Port Hedland.

TOURISM

Adviser

351. Hon. P. G. PENDAL, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Tour-
ism:
(1) Will the Minister give brief biographical

details of his tourism adviser. Mr
Goodrich?

(2) Is it intended that Mr Goodrich will be-
come the head of the new tourism com-
mission?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) If the member is referring to the minis-

terial adviser, tourism, I advise that the
correct spelling of his name is
Goodridge.
The detail requested was previously
made available to the Leader of the Op-
position.

(2) The appointment of commissioners to
the proposed tourism commission will be
determined when Parliament has con-
sidered the Western Australian Tourism
Commission Bill, 1983.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE: PASSPORTS

Applications: Witnessing

352. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Attorney
General:
(1) Will the Attorney-General undertake as

a matter of urgency to once again ap-
proach the Federal Minister for Foreign
Affairs to have justices of the peace re-
instated to the list of eligible persons to
witness application for passport forms?

(2) If not, why not?
Hon. J1. M. BERINSON replied:
(1) and (2) As I have previously informed

the House, the list of eligible persons is
for the Commonwealth Government to
decide. I have approached the Common-
wealth twice on this matter and have
been advised that it intends to review the
position in mid-[1985.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE

Pilbara: Meetings

353. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:
(1) What talks or meetings has the Minister

or the Government had dealing with the
present Pilbara industrial dispute-

(a) with the unions;

(b) with the employers; and

(c) with anyone else?

(2) Did the Minister ask those involved to
abide by the decisions of the Industrial
Commission?

(3) What Government advisers have been
involved or are involved in attempting to
resolve the dispute?

(4) Have Government advisers been present
in the industrial court when the matters
have been argued?

(5) Who were they, and what advice have
they given to the Government?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) and (2) These talks have been private in
nature and are on-going.

(3) None.

(4) Yes, an officer of the Western Aus-
tralian Government Industrial Relations
Service as an observer.

(5) That information is privy to the Govern-
me nt.

ABORIGINES

Leon ora

354. Hon. N. F. MOORE. to the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for Housing:
(1) Is it the intention of the Government to

honour the commitment of the previous
Government to build units to accommo-
date Aboriginal pensioners in Leonora?

(2) If so, when is construction of the units to
commence?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) Tenders for construction have been
called closing Monday, 19 September
and construction should commence
within two months.
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LAND

Urban Lands Council: Funds

355. Hon. NEIL OLIVER, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Planning
and Administrative Services:
(1) Are the Urban Lands Council land hold-

ings purchased from funds provided by
the Federal Government?

(2) If "Yes" to (1), when were those funds
advanced, and are they on a grants basis
or repayable loan?

(3) If they are on a loans basis, what
amount of principal and interest was
outstanding as at 30 June 1983?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Advanced as follows-

1974-75
197 5-76
1976-77
197 7-7 8

million
9.843
5.108
2.250
2.975

20.176 Principal 0/S 30 June
1983

Loans repayable basis
(3) The Government is negotiating with the

Commonwealth to have the Urban
Lands Council's loans and repayments
restructured. Until these negotiations
are finalised the interest outstanding
cannot be quantified.

MOTEL

Denhami

356. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for
Lands and Surveys:
(1) Has the Minister received an application

from a pastoralist to build a motel on
the outskirts of the town of Denham?

(2) If so, has a decision been made on the
subject?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The area sought forms portion of an

area required for extension of the
Denham townsite and negotiations with
the pastoralist are proceeding. Planning
for land use within the extension will ac-
commodate development such as that
proposed.

Any land so released under normal cir-
cumstances would require public adver-
tisement.

TRANSPORT: AIR

Air Services Report

357. Hon. N. F. MOORE, to the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has the Government made any decisions

with respect to the recent internal air
services report?

(2) If so. will the Minister advise when these
decisions will be made public?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE

Pilbara: Diversion of Ore Ships

358. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:
(1) How many ships have been diverted

from Western Australia as a result of
the Pilbara strike?

(2) Has the Japanese Government or any
other Government contacted the State
Government to urge the State Govern-
ment's help in a return to work?

(3) Has any Government directly or in-
directly warned the WA State Govern-
ment of the possible serious conse-
quences of the Pilbara industrial dispute
in any future trade?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) Information at this stage indicates that
no ships have been diverted from West-
ern Australia but this advice is being
confirmed.

(2) and (3) There has been no approach
from the Japanese Government but dis-
cussions on the dispute and its conse-
quences have taken place between the
Western Australian Government and the
Federal Government.
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PASTORAL INDUSTRY: LEASES

Aborigines: Applications

359. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for
Lands and Surveys:
(1) How many applications are currently

before the Lands and Surveys Depart-
ment from Aboriginal groups to pur-
chase pastoral properties?

(2) If any, which properties are involved?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) and (2) None. However an application
made through the Aboriginal Affairs
Planning Authority on behalf of an Ab-
original group includes pastoral lease
No. 3114/599 (Rosewood).

VALUER GENERAL
Geraldton

360. Hon. TOM McNEIL, to the Attorney
General representing the Treasurer:.

Would the Treasurer advise why it has
been decided to close the Valuer Gen-
eral's office in Geraldton and transfer
the officer to the metropolitan area?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:

There was insufficient work in the area
and the officer could be more gainfully
employed in the metropolitan area.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE

Pilbara: Cast

361. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:
(1) What has been the estimated cost of the

Pilbara industrial disputes with
Hamersley and Mt. Newman-

(a) to the companies;
(b) in royalty revenue to the State; and

(c) in loss of receipts to Treasury from
pay-roll tax?

(2) What has been the estimated loss in
wages and salaries to the strikers to
date?

(3) What are the total number of workers
on strike?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) (a) The companies have advised that
these cost calculations are presently
unavailable;

(b) nil, as royalty payments are in-
curred only at the point of sale of
iron ore; while royalty payments for
Hamersley Iron and Mt. Newman
may be reduced, they are being in-
creased by the increased shipments
by Cliffs Robe River as ships are
being diverted to Port Walcott;

(c) this information is not available.

(2) The companies have advised that these
cost calculations are not immediately
available.

(3) 600.

ANIMALS: PET FOOD

Kangaroo Meat

362. Hon. P. H. LOCKYER, to the Leader of
the House representing the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Will the Minister treat as a matter of
urgency an undertaking that the dyeing
of kangaroo pet food products in West-
ern Australia will not take place?

(2) If not, why not?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) and (2) The Royal Commission into the
Meat industry recommended the identifi-
cation of pet meat by dyeing. This rec-
ommendation was endorsed by Agricul-
tural Council. Attempts are currently
being made in this State to develop a
means of identifying pet meat which is
acceptable to the pet meat industry.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS

Repairs and Renovations

363. Hon. TOM McNEtL, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for Edu-
cation:

Will he advise what amounts of repair
and renovations money have been spent
on the following district high schools-

(a) Morawa;
(b) Mullewa;

(c) Northampton;

(d) Dongara;

(e) Carnamah; and

(f) Moora;

for the years 1979 to 1982 inclusive?
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Hon. i. M. DERINSON replied:
(a) Morawa District High School-$24 100
(b) Mullewa District High School-$l9 311
(c) Northampton District High

School-Nil
(d) Dongara District High School-SlO 843
(e) Carnamah District High School-Nil

(f') Moora District High School-$47 587

LAND: NATIONAL PARK
Shannon River Declaration

364. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Attorney Gen-
eral representing the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) Has the Shannon basin area been de-

clared as a national park?
(2) If so, when?
Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

BUSES AND RAILWAYS
Loss

365. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What was the loss per passenger on

Metropolitan Transport Trust services
for each of the last three years?

(2) What is the estimated loss per passenger
for 1983-84?

(3) Which local government authorities con-
tribute towards the cost of the current
MTT services?

(4) What amount is contributed by local
councils, and for what transport ser-
vices?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) There are a number of slightly different

ways of calculating the toss per passen-
ger, depending on the nature of any
social service contribution paid to the
MTT by the Government. Consistent
with annual report accounts, however,
the figures are-

1980-8l-64c
1981I-82-72c
I982-83-84c

(2) Preliminary estimates for 1983-84
suggest the deficit per passenger could
be as high as $1.07 without additional

moves to promote patronage and in-
crease efficiency.

(3) The Perth City Council makes monthly
payments to the MTT

(4) In 1982-83 the Perth City Council paid
$535 795 for the provision of city clipper
services.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
Asian Language Studies

366. Hon. TOM McNEIL, to the Attorney
General representing the Minister for Edu-
cation:

Will he advise whether consideration has
been given to introducing Asian
language studies at high schools?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
Three Asian language studies
(Indonesian, Japanese, and Chinese) are
currently available. Wherever there is
sufficient demand in a school the Edu-
cation Department will endeavour to
provide for a course. There is no pro-
posal to impose Asian language studies
on all secondary schools.

CONSERVATION AND THE ENVIRON-
MENT

Mandalay Beach

367. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Attorney Gen-
eral 'representing the Minister for the
Environment:

When was the major restoration of
Mandalay beach commenced, and when
is it expected to finish?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
Restoration work was commenced in
April 1982. It is 90 per cent complete
and future work will involve continuous
maintenance and improvement.

CONSERVATION AND THE ENVIRON.
MIENT

Coistal Areas

368. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Attorney Gen-
eral representing the Minister for the En-
vironment:
(1) In each of the last five years, what proj-

ects and funds has the Government pro-
vided for coastline work, including dune
restoration and beach foreshore preser-
vation, within-
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(a) the City of'Stirling; arnd
(b) the Shire of Wanneroo?

(2) What did each of these projects cost,
and what funds were required from the
respective local government authorities?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
(1) and (2) The information requested by the

member is complex and will require that
details be obtained from the Department
of Conservation and the Environment,
the Department of Agriculture, the Pub-
lic Works Department, and the Depart-
ment of Tourism.
The collation of this inf Iormation will
take some time and I will reply to the
member as soon as the information is
available.

SHOPPING: CENTRES

Proliferation

369. Hon. TOM McNEIL, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for
Planning:

Would the Minister advise-
()What action has the Government

taken to curtail the proliferation of
shopping complexes?

(2) What is the desirable amount of
shopping floor space per head of
population and used by the MRPA
for planning purposes in-
(a) the metropolitan area; and
(b) country areas?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) As a minimum, the Government sup-

ports the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority retail shopping policy 1982
(policy 3) which sets out the location
and size of regional and district centres
above 5 000 sq. metres. Below 5 000 sq.
metres, the Town Planning Board ad-
vises the Minister on the rezoning or
land for neighbourhood and local centres
in relation to the MRPA policy. Since
my appointment as Minister I have not
approved any rezonings for the purpose
of the development of shopping com-
plexes. The Government is also consider-
ing other actions it might take in this
area. Cross leasable

aa/apita
(2) (a) City centre ................. 0.42.2

Regional centres .......... 0.3Im2

Gross leasable
area/ capita

District ..................
Neighbourhood .........
Local and other.........

0.34-2
0.28m-2
0.3 2-2

(b) Country areas do not fall within the
Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority's boundary.

STATE FORESTS: PINE

Land: Suitability

370. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for
Forests:

Does the Forests Department consider
land only marginally suitable for
agriculture suitable for pine growing?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
Land which is only marginally suitable
for agriculture is unlikely to be suitable
for pine growing.

ROADS: SIGNS

School Children

371. Hon. P. H. WELLS, to the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for
Transport:
(1) On what basis are signs, warning of

school children in an area, erected?

(2) What responsibility does the Main
Roads Department accept for the estab-
lishment of adequate school children
warning signs?

(3) Is there any consultation, between the
Education and Main Roads Depart-
ments on the need for warning signs, re-
garding school children, at-
(a) existing schools; and

(b) new schools?

(4) When considering warning signs relating
to school children, does the Main Roads
Department consult with-

(a) principals of local schools;
(b) local parent organisations; and
(c) local government authorities?

(5) Will the Government initiate a survey of
schools and roads in both the City of
Stirling and Wanneroo Shire areas to
ascertain the possible need for additionai
warning signs relating to school chil-
dren?
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Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Where there is an appreciable flow of
children having need to cross a roadway
in proximity to schools.

(2) and (3) The current arrangement is that
the Education Department notifies the
Main Roads Department of the estab-
lishment and closing down of schools.
The Main Roads Department then pro-
vides appropriate signing in accordance
with the recommended practice set out
in the manual of uniform traffic control
devices, AS 1742.

(4) (a) to (c) Answered by (2) and (3).
(5) The Minister is not aware of any par-

ticular problem areas and he is advised
that a general survey is not necessary.
However, if the member considers a
certain location should be looked at, any
request will be considered.

IMMIGRATION
Noalimba Migrant Hostel

372. Hon. TOM McNEIL, to the Attorney
General representing the Minister for
Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs:
(1) Is Noalimba Reception Centre in

Bateman still being operated by the Im-
migration Department?

(2) If not, for what purpose is it now being
used?

(3) What are the Government's plans for
the future of Noalimba?

(4) Will welfare or other organisations be
given the opportunity to make sugges-
tions concerning the future use of
Noalimba?

(5) If so. when and how will such organis-
ations be invited to submit suggestions?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
(1) The Noalimba Reception Centre in

Bateman is still being operated by the
Office of Multicultural and Ethnic Af-
fairs (formerly the State Immigration
and Ethnic Affairs Office) for the pur-
poses of migrant reception.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) Alternative uses of Noalimba's facilities

are being investigated by the Public Ser-
vice Board.

(4) Proposals for its use are welcome from
welfare or any other organisation.

(5) If an alternative use cannot be found
within Government or from private sub-

missions now to hand, submissions will
be invited by public advertisement in the
near future.

RECREATION

Walking Tracks: Shannon River Basin

373. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for
Forests:

(1) Has the department drawn up plans for
new walking tracks in the Shannon
basin?

(2) If so, where are these tracks located?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The immediate vicinity of the former
Shannon townsite. Provision of a more
extensive system of walking tracks is
also being planned.

374. This question was postponed.

COMMUNITY WELFARE

Bridgewater Child Care and Assessment Centfre

375. I-on. TOM McNEIL, to the Minister for
Mines representing the Minister for Youth
and Community Services:
(1) Is Bridgewater short-term care hostel in

Applecross still being operated by the
Department for Community Welfare?

(2) If not, for what purpose is it now being
used?

(3) What are the Government's plans for
the future of Bridgewater?

(4) Will welfare or other organisations be
given the opportunity to make sugges-
tions concerning the future use of
Bridgewater?

(5) If so, when and how will such organis-
ations be invited to submit suggestions?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) The Bridgewater Child Care and As-

sessment Centre in Applecross is still
being used by the department but not as
a child care and assessment Centre.

(2) Child care and assessment is now being
carried out from community based re-
sources such as foster homes and hostels.
The Bridgewater administration build-
ing will continue to house the adminis-
trative and support staff necessary for
the decentralised service.
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(3) Bridgewater's other facilities will be
used by the Department ror Community
Welfare in a variety or ways, all or
which will have a direct connection with
the provision of welfare services to chil-
dren and their families.

(4) A number of organisations have already
indicated to the Minister and the depart-
ment, their desire to use part of the fa-
cility if it becomes available.

(5) The Minister will shortly be deciding on
the best use of the limited space
available, bearing in mind the needs of
the department and the requests that
have been received. Little purpose would
be served in inviting further requests in
view of the limited space that will be
available ror use by other organisations.

TOURISM: CARAVAN PARKS AND CAMP-
ING AREAS

Shannon River Basin

376. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister ror
Forests:

What caravan and tent camping areas
are planned for the Shannon basin area?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
Current planning envisages the develop-
ment of a caravan and camping area at
the former Shannon townsite.

SHOPPING: CENTRES

Approvals, Rejections, and Appeals

377. Hon. TOM McNEIL, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for
Planning:

Would the Minister advise-

()How many shopping centre pro-
posals have been rejected by the
Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority during 1981 and 1982
and were later approved on appeal?

(2) How many shopping centre pro-
posals have been approved by the
MRPA during 1981 and 1982 but
have not been constructed?

(3) How many shopping centre pro-
posals are awaiting approval by the
M RPA in the current year?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:

(1) to (3) The information requested will re-
quire detailed research of existing data
by the Town Planning Department. The
Minister for Planning will write to the
member at the earliest opportunity.

STATE FORESTS: PINE

M'anjimup

378. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House representing the Minister for
Forests:
(1) Does the Government intend to use

Crown land to establish pine
plantations in the Manjimup area?

(2) If so-
(a) is the land cleared or uncleared;
(b) in what area or the Manjimup Shire

is it located; and
(c) what departments currently control

the land involved?
I-on. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) and (2) A wide range of options are

being considered.

FUEL AND ENERGY

Electricity: Duranillin

379. Hon. W. N. STRETCH, to the Minister
for Fuel and Energy:

As the Duranillin area has had several
breakdowns in electricity supplies over
the last two weeks, two of which lasted
over six hours, causing severe industrial
and domestic disruption, will the Minis-
ter look at the possibility of upgrading
supplies to that area?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
The breakdowns referred to were the re-
sult of storm damage which was wide-
spread throughout the great southern
area recently.

NATURAL DISASTER: FLOOD

Corrigin: Mitigation Works
380. Hon. H. W. GAYFER, to the Leader of

the House representing the Minister for
Water Resources:

Has there been any decision made or
any feedback at all from the Federal
authorities in respect of the proposed
Corrigin flood mitigation works?
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Han. D. K. DANS replied:
The Commonwealth Government has
not provided funds for the Corrigin flood
mitigation works in the 1983-84
financial year allocations.

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW AND ADVISORY
COMMITTEE

Reports

381. Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF, to the Attorney
General:

In respect of the answer to part (4) of
question 319 of Tuesday, 13 September
1983 as to which reports of the Legislat-
ive Review and Advisory Committee had
been acted upon in which the Minister
advised that none of the reports had re-
sulted in disallowance of regulations-
(1) Is the Minister aware that a

number of the reports have been
acted on or dealt with by measures
other than disallowance?

(2) Will he also make this information
available to the House?

Hon. J. M. BERINSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) As I advised the member in reply to his

question without notice yesterday, I will
have an analysis of the reports and fol-
low-up action prepared. This will take
some time and will be made available as
soon as possible.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE
Pilbara: "Daily News" Article

115. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:

I refer to an article in today's Daily
News headed, "We're fed up with
strikes". It is a call from Mr Dwns to
workers in the Pilbara to go back to
work. I ask why the Minister did not
make this statement yesterday during
question time. Is that statement a result
of the questioning and pressure from the
Opposition?

Hon. Peter Dowding: Pressure! You are like
a meringue in a cyclone.

(60)

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
No, it is not a result of the intense but
inconsistent questioning of the Oppo-
sition. A statement has been made pub-
licly which has been made privately
since the inception of the dispute.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: DISPUTE
Pilbara: Union Attitude

116. Hon. G. E. MASTERS, to the Minister for
Industrial Relations:
(1) Is the Minister aware that members of

the Australian Workers' Union are keen
to return to work in the Pilbara, and are
seeking a general meeting of all unions
involved.

(2) Is he aware that the meeting is con-
sidered certain to support a return to
work, but it is being refused by hardline
union leaders who are calling those who
wish to return "gutless"?

Hon. D. K. DANS replied:
(1) and (2) No, I am not aware of that.

LAND: NATIONAL PARK

Shannon River: Caravan Parks, Camping Areas,
and Walking Tracks

117. Hon. A. A. LEWIS, to the Leader of the
House, representing the Minister for Forests:

I realise the Leader of the House may
not know the answer to this question. In
answers 373 and 376 to questions I
asked about caravan parks and walking
tracks, the Minister replied on behalf of
the Minister for Forests that the camp-
ing areas and walking tracks would be in
the former Shannon townsite.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I have already
ruled that questions without notice relat-
ing to answers to questions given in this
House on behalf of a Minister in
another place, are out of order.

FUEL AND ENERGY
Electricity: Duranillin

118. Hon. W. N. STRETCH, to the Minister
for Fuel and Energy:

I refer to the Minister's reply to question
319. I was aware of the storm damage in
the south-west as I lost two shed roofs at
home. The electricity line about which I
made representations for my electorate,
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is at the end of a spur line, and suffers
overload. It is within 75 kms of the Col-
lie power station. Will the Minister look
at the possibility of upgrading supplies
to that area?

Hon. PETER DOWDING replied:
If the member really had sotight by rais-
ing an issue with me per medium of a
parliamentary question to get me to ad-
dress my attention to a particular prob-
lem, he might have saved himself and
his constituents a delay, by writing a let-
ter to rme or ringing me and drawing this
specific matter to my attention.

Several members interjected.
Hon. P. G. Pendal: You will be the second

Minister to resign today.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. PETER DOWDING: He chose to raise

it-
The PRESIDENT: Order! I have already in-

dicated to honourable members that
question time is not a time for making

speeches, either when asking the
questions or when answering them. I re-
mind the Minister of that.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: The member
chose to raise a question with me and I
gave the correct answer. If he had asked
me-

The PRESIDENT: Order! I suggest to the
Minister he is ignoring the comment I
made in regard to making speeches. It is
his prerogative to answer the question,
or not to do so. It certainly is not his
prerogative to make a speech about it. I
call on the Minister either to answer the
question or not to answer it.

Hon. PETER DOWDING: I am seeking to
say that had the member asked me, I
would have been able to tell him that
some upgrading of that line is pro-
grammed for next year. The problems
he referred to in his question were
specifically the result of the storms.
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